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Editor's Foreword 


Richard Carlile was born at Ashburton, in Devonshire, on December 
8, 1790. He died in London, at his publishing address in Fleet Street. 
on February 10, 1843. Twenty-seven years of his mature life were 
spent in a struggle for the Freedom of the Press and in defence of 
unlicensed Liberty of Speech and Writing. During nearly ten of these 
years he was imprisoned for alleged blasphemy and sedition, because 
of his earnest insistence on these principles of freedom and democracy. 
The story of his struggle is told in my Richard Carlie, Agitator 
( Word” Library, Second Series, No. 3). The present collection of 
Carlile’s writings is a companion booklet to that biography. It might 
rank as a second volume, since Carlile believed that a man’s thought 
was his only enduring monument, and the record of it the true and 
only useful story of his life. 


The reader will note that the present collection of essays includes 
nine chapters headed JAIL JOTTINGS. These were edited and 
compiled by me and published in a monster penny pamphlet form by 
the Bakunin Press, at 17 Richmond Gardens, Shepherds Bush, London, 
in March, 1918 (Revolt Library, No. 5). These selections of prison 
thoughts are included as then published. The introductory account of 
Carlile’s mock trials for Blasphemy, and his famous first speech from 
the dock, are embodied in the “ life’? mentioned. 


JAIL JOTTINGS consists of excerpts from Carlile’s writings from 
jail, 1820-1 and 1824-5. So as to mark the growth of Carlile’s mind, 
readers are requested to note the date of these thoughts. Each section 
belongs to the date placed underneath its title, except for those 
paragraphs marked with an asterisk. Thus, if the section is dated 
1820-1, asterisked paragraphs were written in 1824-5 and published 
in the Hepublican for that year; if dated 1824-5, the excepted quota- 
tions belong to 1820-1. The chapters on “Science and Superstition,” 
“Instruction of Youth,” the last paragraph on “Materialism and 
God,” and the first two paragraphs of “ Priests and Judges,” are taken 
from Carlile’s brilliant “Address to Men of Science,” published in 
May, 1821. 


. The splendid essay on “Crimes and Juries” was written from 
prison for the Republican in 1820, 


The thoughts on “Man” and “As to God’” are selected from 
Carlile’s reply to Dr Olinthus Gregory, written in prison, and published 
in the Republican in 1822. 


Carlile devoted the Republican for 1825-1826 to the discussion of love: 
and birth control. His attitude on the question of birth control was 
radical and progressive, despite his somewhat large family, small 
probably for the period. He had six children by two wives. His view 
of woman was somewhat conventional, although he believed in the 
equality of the sexes. His view of marriage or mating was definitely 
anarchistic. This may have arisen, in the first instance, from his. 
own circumstance and experience. But his views and conduct were 
avowed openly and courageously. Carlile was Simple, honest, and 
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‘direct in all that he thought, said, or did. Actually, he believed in 
monogamic free love, mating or marriage openly avowed, and as openly 
dissolved by the parties concerned if association was incompatible, in 
terms of honest contract and mutual. consideration, without permit 
from church or state, or false declarations of promise of love which 
might never be kept. Out of his writings on this subject came 
his pioneer Every Woman's Book. The practical birth control details 
ot this book are worthless to-day, but the essential philosophical 
approach is sound. J have published, therefore, the main introductory 
essay, “What Is Love?’ 

It is interesting to note from “ Carlile’s Political Prayer Book” that 
the name Vansittart represented reaction in the days ‘of Richard 
Carlile, the same as it does to-day. 

Carlile never inclined to a dead mechanised constitutionalism, and 
he never entertained respect for mere parliamentarism. He wanted a 
living, vigilant democracy, existing in the minds of the people, and 
organised through the mechanic institutes. This is an approach 
towards industrial unionism, industrial democracy, and the direct 
social franchise of those who toil. I do not say that Carlile could 
vision as we vision to-day. But his magnificent defence of Labour’s 
Revolt of Atheism shows that he was looking far beyond the view of 
middle class Rationalism. The year of Carlile’s release from the 
Dorchester Bastile saw his mind quite matured on these subjects. 
He knows the significance of law and constitutionalism ; he believes in 
the class struggle, and he realises that the poor are the people to write 
for, and that the mechanics’ institute, not Parliament, will finally 
settle the social question. Yet, while reactionist Cobbett and compro- 
miser Hone have been remembered, whilst politicians Henry Hunt 
and Francis Burdett have been praised, the bravest and most stalwart 
revolutionist of his time, the Social Republican and ex-tinker, Richard 
Carlile, has been forgotten or ignored. 

Although Kropotkin ended his career as a miserable militarist 
reactionary in thought, he ranks with some as an authority on the 
philosophy of Anarchism. I appreciate his life of disinterested 
propaganda but cannot share the respect expressed for his revolutionary. 
reputation asa thinker. It is overestimated, The man is far inferior to 
Bakunin and Proudhon, whom he disciples with a respect for conformity 
devoid of spirit. His formal neatnesses of declaration of allegiance 
remind one of a bank clerk gravely sitting at his ledger. Such prim 
‘conformity in. periods of quietude, such panic and absurdity in time 
ot panic, always sharing the ruling class attitude towards war and 
militarism, when he should oppose same in the interests of revolutionary 
integrity. The error proceeded from the failure of his thoughts and 
his historical approach. His failure to place Carlile illustrates his 
error, 

Kropotkin traces the evolution of the Anarchist idea. He cites 
Locke, the timid, and Godwin, the Whig, but Carlile, the one man who 
‘stood for revolution, who maintained defiance, who saw more clearly 
than Paine both in religious and political matters; Carlile, who believed 
in science, the instinctive uprisings of the masses, and the entire 
negation of the God idea; Carlile, the materialist whose philosophy 
even modern science has not improved on, he completely ignores. Yet, 
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as anti-militarist publisher, anti-politician, and anti-constitutionalist,. 


as an Atheist who explains the relations of the religious sects .in: 
the terms of property, not abstract reason, Carlile stands weil in 
front of the men who are supposed to have succeeded him—Bradlaugh, 
Holyoake, Foote, &., &e, The present booklet tells its own story -in 
this matter, 


All ‘tthe writing attributed to Carlile in this booklet ts as written 
by him with the exception of the “life” of Thomas Paine. Carlile’s 
ae Tite” was dated from Dorchester Gaol, November 20, 1820. A later 
version, prefixed by Carlile to his edition of Paine’s Age of Reason. 
included considerable variations. In the main, Carlile improved adits 
text of his original biography. I have compared the two texts and 
Sometimes combined them, sometimes followed the first, but usually 
the later version. The whole essay has been abrid ved, and a few 
passages, swuming facts, haye been altered to suit the later time: 
and different publishing cireumstances, ‘This is the only essay with: 
which I have taken liberties. Perhaps some day I will publish Curlile’s 
full essay. 


I thought it not inappropriate to include in the appendix the’ alrgus, 
article, giving an account of Paine’s imprisoument, with an apprecia- 
tion of his writings and character by Sampson Per ry, his fellow- 
prisoner. 


Perry, like Paine, fled to France to escape imprisonment. He had 
been but some short time there when he was arrested under 
Robespierre’s decree as being an Englishman. 


The Argus is extremely vare and was represented at the Paine 
Exhibition of 1894 by nothing more than the title page, Conway was 
unaware of this account of Paine’s life in France. 


Moncure D, Conway, in his famous biography, describes Paine as 

“the greatest Commoner of Mankind, Founder of the Republic of the 
World, and emancipator of the human mind and heart.’ I believe that 
Carlile ranks as high as Paine as a great Commoner of Alankind, 
according to the terms of this definition. 


Although published in the winter of 1942, this colection may ranic 
as a centennial tribute to the memory of Richard Carlile. I hope that 
the hundredth anniversary of his death will be celebrated throughout 
the English-speaking world. I have laboured since 1905 to pay tribute 
to Carlile’s merit, in The Agnostic Journal, The Herald of Rerolt, 
The Spur, The Commune, The Preethinker, and various pamphlets. T 
would like to participate in some of the meetings that ought to be 
convened to recall mankind’s indebtedness to this great and fearless. 
English publisher, thinker, and propagandist to the poor: this 
magnificent heretic of the nineteenth century.. 


. GUY A. ALDRED, 
Glasgow, Sept. 10, 1942 


FREE THOUGHTS 


(1827) 


Love is properly an affair of sentiment and honour, and I w ould have, 
nothing compulsory or ignorant about it. I would have it entirely 
free and intelligent. 

The public principle of inquiry is, as yet, very much limited. It 
desire, and will labour to make it unlimited, assured that public good 
will extend with the extension of inquiry. 

Wear no shackles. At least do not fasten them on yourselves. The 
mind that can range without restraint ranges happily and usefully. 

There is a liberty which does not belong exclusively to the individual. 
Tt must be partaken of with others, it must be had in common. It is 
the liberty of free enquiry, the liberty of free debate; not of free 
thought but of free speech. 

It is a false delicacy and a false humanity that shrinks from the 
investigation of any kind of evil that afflicts our species, or any other 
species. 

I have not yet found the preacher of the Christian religion, who has 
a good congregation, that would discuss the merits of that religion 
before hig congregation. I am sensible that these persons eannot afford 
to be conyerted, nor to be lessened by discussions, in the estimation 
of their congregations. The faith of the congregation is the preacher’s 
bank! If it breaks down, he starves. It is like unto the public credit, 
which Mr Paine calls, suspicion sleep. Awake the suspicion, excite 
the reasoning power, and away goes alike the religious faith and the 
public credit. 

A confinement to a eriticism upon the contents of the Bible, and a 
showing forth contradictory passages in them, is now felt. by me as 
a floundering or sticking fast in the mire. Enough has been done in 
this way: enough of it is to be found in the standard works of Mr 
Paine, aud others; and a repetition of it betrays rather a w ealkness. 
a want of varied argument and mode of ‘attack, than strength and 
efliciency. “he most powerful method of attacking the superstition of 
the day is that which is least offensive to the feelings of the super- 
stitionists; to attack it upon the moral, the historical, and physical 
grounds. 

I was, at my political onset, anxious to act in unison with every 
man that I thought usefui. I now have learnt that in polities, ax 
well ag in the advocacy of every other principle, there is a self-interest 
or motive for gain that predominates, and happy and glorious and 
noble is he only who can be contented with the small gains which the 
maintenance of the best principles will afford him. I strive with a 
hope that I shall ultimately make the principles which I am advocating 
the most profitable. I may err, but the hope constitutes my predomin- 
ating self-interest and loye of gain. I do not see how a man is to 
make himself highly useful without this disposition. Disinterestedness 
is a sort of slothful vice, of which I will never boast. 
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We; on our side, labour under a disadvantage, when compared with 
the religious preachers. They beg in the name of the Lord, for the 
service of the Lord, for the Lord’s good work, not for themselves. 
Oh, no! they want nothing but the grace of the Lord in return for 
the money which they collect for Him! We have to beg for ourselves, 
or to talk about the cause, the glorious cause, and not the work of 
the Lord. This makes but a dull motion in the fingers, and the cash 
is almost immovable for the want of a little superstitious excitement. 


I look upon Sir Walter Scott as the steatest literary and political, 


and moral enemy that the country has now to cope with: the great 
author of fiction. Such reading is nothing better than religious 
reading, as the bad effects, produced in the debility of mind, are just 
the same in the one case as in the other case. The whole is like a 
dwelling ef the mind upon fiction, a preference of falsehood to truth, 
an evil, an error, a yice, 

Some say to me, and some of these religious people: “I admire 
everything you have done in politics. I join you heartily in what you 
have done under that head, and think that you have been eminently 
useful; but you should not have attacked the Christian Religion. 


There I cannot agree with you. I condemn the persecutions you have , 


suffered for so doing, and think that you thave been a very ill-used 
man. Therefore, I make very great allowance for what you have done 
offensive to my feelings. But have you done with your attacks. upon 
Tteligion, and stick to your political warfare.” 

Others say: “I am very much pleased with your attacks upon the 
Religion or superstition of the country, there you do good; but I 
cannot see why you interfere with politics and government of the 
country, That is all very well. We can have nothing better. Stick 
to your attacks upon religion and leave politics alone.” 

Each of these persons would have me exclude the other subject 
from my periodical publication; and because I find it so, I think that 
I am right in preserving both. : 

Then comes another class of people saying: “By the powers, Mr 
Carlile, I admire your polities and ‘your views on religion. You have 
shone there before all men. But I cannot bear with you in your view 
ef love. Why did you publish such a thing as that? Were it not for 
that, I would freely and openly take you by the hand.” 

Such are really the substance and Style of the expressions which 
i frequently receive; but I know rightly how to estimate them 
whenever they come in the shape of excuses for not giving me open 
countenance. I know that they have their source in timidity, and the 
fear of public prejudice. ; 

My object is wholly political; for I know nothing of political 
goodness, but that which increases or preserves the happiness of the 
sreatest number of people; and that is the end and aim of the three 
points: which make up the sum of the three objections above mentioned : 
the end and aim of all that I have done as a public character, or 
am doing, or about to do. 

A people will always command all that it merits. The moral, 
as well as the physical, power of the people is irresistible; and where 
there is a suflicient- union of the moral with the physical powers no 
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:government can oppose it. People of England, the fauli of your 
‘government is im yourselves. People of Ireland, the faalt of your 
degradation is in yourselves. 


If there be no appeal for religious subjects, as Mr Edward Lees 
assumes, beyond the Bible, there can be-no religion beyond the two 
religions of the Jews and the Christians. But there are other religions, 


‘which are not founded upon the Bible, and there being others not 


founded upon the Bible is a reason why some other standard than 


“the Bible should be sought for the confirmation of religious opinions. 


That general standard must not be sought from any one book, nor 
from all the religious books together; but it must be sought in some- 
thing that is not. so fallible as human production, which we assert 


vevery book to be, but in the infallible operations of the physical 


arrangements which surround us. If any one book be the word of 


-God, then every religious book successively must have been. the word 
-of God; for it is preposterous to suppose that the millions of people 


who have composed the splendid nations of Asia, of Africa, and of 
‘Europe, to say nothing-of those that have existed in America, should 
have been neglected by this God, and His word and will at last 


-communicated to a people of whom we know historically nothing, 


put that they once colonised a small barren part of the earth for a 
few years, and that their most distinguished characteristic is that 


-of having been captives, vagrants, or superstitious foreigners in every 
-country but that which they call their own. 


The Bible is not the first, the best written, and the most moral 
book that has appeared under the pretension of being the word of 
‘God. Indeed, it has no pretension, in its own pages, of being the 
word of God; that pretension is the assumption of modern men, 
more fallible than the writers of the Bible. It has not, in itself, the 
ordinary pretension of the Koran, that it was sent down by the 
ordinary messenger, Gabriel. chapter by chapter, from heaven. The 
highest pretension of the first: fourteen books of the Bible is that 
of being historical, though personal communications from the deity 
are worked in, which served only as an additional proof that the 
whole is a fabled history, a sort of mythological allegory reduced to 
the vulgarity of barbarous history. The pretended law of Moses is 
nothing more than a compilation of Asiatic and African laws, 
borrowed from the Hindoos, the Persians, the Assyrians, the Pheeni- 
cians, the Egyptians, the Ethiopians, and others, compiled nobody 
knows where or by whom. ft contains nothing original, or that 
may not be traced to books of more ancient date, as to their known 
existence. The Jews, with their books, are but a people of yesterday, 
compared with other nations, and their books, compared with the 
Chinese, the Hindoos, the Persians, the Egytians and other African 
nations. How much more distinct and authentic, the more ancient, 
is the history of either the Greeks or the Romans, than that of the 
Jews, these Christianly pretended exclusive receivers and bearers of 
the word of God! How much superior was the morals, the philosophy, 
the politics, the social habits, the arts and sciences, tie religion, or 
unythology of either Greeks or Romans, compared with those of the 
-Jews. It is to degrade the ancient pagans, as they are called by Jews 
amd Christians, to put them in contrast with the Jews. 
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- (1827) 


T saw the whole process of manufacturing cotton into eloth, from. 
the battling to the printing of ‘the patterns, The processes are. 
principally eight—batting, carding, twisting, spinning, reeling, weaving. 
bleaching, and printing. There might be some minor processes which 
I cannot explain, and as I hope I shall never have te seek a living- 
by any part of the cotton-cloth manufacture, I did not discover that 
a knowledge of the minutie of working it constitutes useful wisdom. 
Another reason for not being deep in this kind of wisdom is that I am. 
not phrenologically a mechanic. I was heartily glad to leave the 
mechanics’ tools for the pen, and always sighed for the opportunity 
to change. T have now no pleasure in attending to the minutie of 
mechanism; I have but one passion that is predominant, and that is 
the desire to break down all the superstitions and oppressions that 
are found among mankind—to increase the sum of human happiness.. 

The first process in thle preparation of cotton, as it arrives in the 
bale, for the spinning wheel, is the batting. That is done by women, 
though it is very coarse work, and may be considered the hardest 
and coarsest work in the whole manufacture. The batting is a beating 
of the cotton with rods upon a table of cords, go ithat the dirt may be 
separated. aud the knotty material softened, as a preparation for the 
carder. These batting women have a long rod in each hand, and in 
the most unseemly manner and attitude they flog away, right and left, 
As a certain quantity of beating is necessary, and as no machine has 
yet been discovered to do this part of the work as well ag-it is to be- 
done by hand, the reader may be assured-that, as piecework, not too- 
well paid for, it may be made very laborious work for women. T was 
alike excited by the unexpected novelty of such work, and offended 
at the sight of women working at it. It gaye that Masculine, quarrel- 
some, anil fighting appearance to the women employed at it, that my 
philosophy could hardly conquer my timidity in going among them. 
I thought it produent to be very civil and pleagant, and very generously 
to be “ kicked” out of five shillings for something to drink, though I 
did boldly venture to beg them not to let that something be gin. IT 
could not fail to joke these batting ladies that it would be dangerous 
to be a bad-tempered husband to any one of them, who were so well 
trained to use the reds right and left. They one and all, who were 
nuuried, assured me that they loved their husbands too well to batter 
them. 


This batting-room was a ¢limate of dust and cotton-fuz. It was 
on a hot day in the month of August, in an upper room of a factory, 
that these women were working in a bad air, with eyery window 
closed. IT could neither see nor learn any reason why their windows 
were not all-open. The miass of mankind seems totally ignorant of, 
or indifferent to, the wholesome or unwholesome quality of good or: 
bad air. Air that has just passed out of the human stomach is very 
unwholesome to be breathed over again, eyen by the same individual. 
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and the more offensively so as it passes through different .stomachs: 
Yet these batting women were working on a hot day, from twenty to 
thirty, in an upper room, without any other circulation of air than 
that which passed the staircase door, receiving more foul air fron» 
other parts of the mill than it carried off from the batting ladies. 
Much of the unwholesomeness of mechanical employment arises from. 
the bad habits of the persons employed—and such is the case of those 
who liye in small erowded rooms. 

I saw, in this batting-‘oom, one very haggard-looking weman, whe 
appeared tu me to have withered away her days in a cotten mill. f 
have seen women of ninety that did not look older; and I felt some : 
sytnpathy, as well as surprise, in seeing this person at such laborious 
work. I enquired her age, and was still more surprised to find it 
but fifty-two. She was the very picture of dying old-age, and had 
completely exhausted her animal functions, at this early age, in a 
cotton mill, With good air, and moderate labour, these batting women 
might preserve their health, as then the only uvhealthy part of their 
employment would be dust and the cotton-fuz. There is no particular 
degree of heat required, as in the spinning departments. I exhort 
as many of these batting ladies as may read this to value a circulation 
of good air in their rooms, and to remember that blooming faces and 
good bealth are serious attractions to ‘young men who know well 
how to choose wives. Another serious consideration is that, fer want 
of more attention to the health of the people wko work in cotton 
mills, a very diminutive and degenerate race of people is growing 
up in Laneashire, that promises to degrade ow national character. 
Indeed, the cotton people, as a whole, in Lancashire form. a new race 
of people, below, in wretched appearance, any that have been known 
to live within the temperate zone. 

The carding, the twisting, and the spinning rooms in the cotton 
mills are very near alike as to the persons employed, an attendance 
on machinery being the chief employment; but those under the 
Genonination of spinners earn the best wages, and some of them, 
employed in the best mills on the finer threads, very good wages. 
Some of the spinners who have intelligence enough te conduct 
themselves are cleyer and sespectable men, making as good an appear- 
ance when out of their employ as tradesmen generally make; and 
some of the more careful and better informed are welcomed in 
respectable company. But the great majority, wretched as is the 
slavery of jong und unremitting attention to the regularity of their 
machinery, ake themselves still more wretehed, in a voluntary slavery, 
by their misconduct in the alebouse from Saturday afternoon until 
Monday morning. Manchester is an offensive place for the viciousness 
of its alehouses, Almost every alehouse has its oceasional scenes 
that are degrading to human nature; but «a Manchester Saturday 
night is indescribable with the pen. I thought that London presented 
some horrible scenes in this way, when I came to it first; but FE found 
that T had something more to learn as to the viciousness and degrada- 
tion of the human character when T got to Manchester. Tf our 
ancestors excelled us in any one thing, it was that they had not sucly 
scenes of wretchedness and degradation in their alehouses as we 
now have. I an sure that such scenes would not have been tolerated 
by the Roman Catholic Church. The incessant toil which.an attention 
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to everznoving machinery requires through a long day seems to be the 
most disagreeable part of cotton mill employment. It is bad for men, 
‘but much more so for women and children; and there are but few 
healthy faces seen going in and out from the cotton mills. 


The best part of the cotton mill employment is that of the reelers. 
‘The carders take the cotton from the batters, and by their machinery 
reduce it to a softness fit for the twisters, or the first process in 
‘spinning. After it is spun into threads, the reeler winds them in 
hanks fit for the weaver. This reeling is done by women, and the 
work is so clean and light that the reelerg are the queens of the cotton 
mill, and may, if they please—and some of them do—make as good 
an appearance as the milliners and dressmakers. A walk through a 
large reeling room, and a little ogling of some of the pretty faces, 
not a jot the less wicked and mischievous from so many working in 
the same room, and from the romp, riot, and ridicule that there is 
continually going on, is some abatement of the pain which is accumu- 
lated by going through other parts of the mill. I have a few disciples 


among the pretty reelerg, but not so many a8 I could wish; and IT 


hope they will pay some further attention to the good work which 
T seek to do them. 


Though the hours of labotr are much diminished, the great fault 
‘of the cotton mills is that there is yet an excess of labour, and more 
particularly so for women and children. The hours of Inbour are 
now generally from half-past five in the morning until seven at night, 
the hour from twelve to one being allowed for dinner. Here are full 
twelve hours of incessant labour. This, in an wnwholesome atmosphere, 
is too much for children under ten years of age, As far as any 
employment be unwholesome, there should be a corresponding relaxa- 
tion from it. 

The cotton-mill children may be seen in Manchester, in great 
numbers, without shoe or Stocking, and their bodies very ill4covered. 
They uniformly exhibit bad health, arising from bad treatment of some 
Sort. A large portion of them have inflamed eyelids, and consequent 
Weak eyes, The oil used about the machinery in the mills saturates 
whatever dress they wear, and must tend to contaminate the air of 
their dwellings. Their appearance, to those unacquainted with them, 
is haggard and offensive, 

It is not only in the spinning mills that an excess of labour is 
enforced. but in the bleaching. dyeing, and printing works the same 
complaint exists. At Foxhall Bank, near Blackburn, I was informed 
that at the print works of Simpson, Haigh & Co., admirable for the 
ingenuity which is there displayed, the labour is excessive. Men in 
the dyeing house have frequently complained that they were really 
‘dying with an excess of unwholesome labour, and they have been 
callously answered that as soon as they die there will be others ready 
to take their places. At this place also many young girls are employed 
as folders of the cloth for packing, at the rate of six shillings per 
week. I heard the father and mother of one of these girls declare 
that their child, with others, had frequently been kept without inter- 
mhission in the warehouse for Seventy-two hours at a time, three days 
and nights successively without rest. The statement appeared to me 
incredible, and I expressed my doubt of the possibility of young girls 
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bearing so much; toil. It was confirmed by many persons in the: 
neighbourhood, and has, I have been informed, been a matter of public: 
conversation in Manchester. What aggravatey the matter is that for- 
this additional toil by night as well as by day no additional wages 
were given; not a penny beyond the six Shillings per week; not any- 
kind of refreshment furnished by the masters through the day or 
night. On all complaints, and complaints were dangerous if the- 
Situation were desirable, the parents were told that if they were- 
dissatisfied there were others ready to fill their places.* 


Very large fortunes have been made out of these Lancashire cotton: 
works; but they have been made at a vast amount of human life and 
health. ‘The human beings are worked with less care than is shown. 
to the machinery, inasmuch as the latter is expensive and the former 
cost the masters nothing in the renewal. It is astonishing that. our 
public professors of humanity should have kept up a clamour about 
Slaves in another part of the earth, and that they should have been 
blind to this, the worst kind of slavery that was ever inflicted on. 
any portion of the human race, upon any portion of the animal world. 
Oh! how this religious humanity of Wilberforce and others stinks of 
hypocrisy! Richard Martin, too, may find full employment for his 
improved state of humanity if he will take up his residence in the 
cotton districts of Lancashire. Men and women subscribe money for 
the prevention of cruelty to animals, but forget to include their own. 
species, the animal man, in the common benefit. This animal nature 
is a strange miystery. 

In reflecting upon the huge system of cotton cloth manufacture 
carried on in Lancashire, and the deep poverty and ‘degradation of - 
the majority of persons employed in it, one can searcely wish it to 
continued. Without some change that shall improve the condition of 
the people employed in it, I most decidedly wish it out of the country. 
That it will dwindle and be shared by other countries is very certain ; 
and the principle of human degradation, which the cotton mill masters 
have inflicted on their workpeople, is a principle to drive their trade 
from them, because enough of such people will find spirit enough to 
emigrate to some country in which they can find better wages and 
better treatment; and the people who do find spirit enough thus to 
emigrate will certainly be the best hands, men who are conscious of 
their own mechanical talent. This state of things is rapidly going 
on, and the end of this century is very likely to see many of the huge 
and hell-like looking cotten mills emptied of human beings, and the - 
refuge of bats and owls. 

The benefit of this trade to the public revenue is not deserving of a 
thought, while nine-tenths of the persons employed in it have riot the 
necessaries of life or the means of preserving health and strength. 
Or that two or three hundred men should accumulate large capitals 
is not worth a thought if it be done at the expense and misery of as 
many thousands of the working people. If then the condition of the 
people employed in the cotton-cloth manufactories cannot be amended, 
let, I say, those manufactories cease to exist. There is not a journey- 
Iman hand-weaver of plain calicoes in Lancashire that can earn the 
proper necessaries of life; at least, such was the ease before Christmas, 
and stich has been the average of their case through the last twelve - 
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years. Who then can philanthropically and patriotically wish success 
to such a trade? 

Axcepting the conditions of the working people, which is everything 
‘in such a case, the whole process of cotton-working is gratifying: but 
the gratification is destroyed, in every sensitive mind, when the sighs 
and groans are counted, which escape over the manufacture of every 
part of this preparation for dress. 

Some of our sensitive Quakers and others have abstained from the 
use of West India sugars because they were raised by slaves. Would 
it not be a little less hypocritical, a little more moral, if they were to 
decline the use of cottons until the working people were more humanly 
treated, and better paid for weaving them? The humanity that is 
foreign is always to be suspected. It is in a man’s own neighbourhood 
that he should exhibit the good example of charitable feeling. 

All pretend to desire the improvement of the condition of the 
working people; but the moment. that any attempts are practically 
made toward that improvement an outery, founded upon the most 
contemptible prejudices, is raised, and the effort bas no encouragement. 
The truth is, that the aristocracy which forms the legislature of this 
country flourishes upon the vices and miseries of the working people ; 
ond there will never be any serious attempt to improve the condition 
of that working people, but among themselves. They must begin it, 
mary it on, and end it. Let that working man be assured of iortifica- 
tion, who looks up to any man, or to any class of men, to improve 
his ondition. He has everything to do for himself; there is no one 
so immediately interested in his improvement as himself; and if he 
waits for the assistance of others, he will get nothing done. He must 
be the reformer of his own condition; and if he is not qualified to be 
so, Le is not the man to merit an improved condition; no change will 
benefit him. I would not discournge him; I would not degrade him; 
but I would heartily join him in helping himself. He must gain 
knowledge; he must throw off every superstition and every prejudice, 
and resolve to think and act for himself. 
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(1820-1825) 


1.—BLASPHEMY 


(1820-1 


The charge of blasphemy has been reiterated against me for the last 
‘twelve months past, hut I am no more conscious of it, in its proper 
acceptance, than I am that my inkstund has promulgated blasphemy ; 
therefore its sound has no more effect on my mind than the tolling 
cof the jcurfew bell which I now hear. It was an act of oppression that 
enforeed both. 


The title of Infidel is as agreeable to me as that of baron, baronet, 
‘or ‘squire, would be, since it means nothing more than a certain 
disbelief. The Christian cannot walk in any part of the Mahometan 
dominions without being saluted by almost everyone who passes him 
with the word “ Kafir,’ which means that he is an Infidel to their 
religion. The Christian on his own dunghill retorts the same on the 
Mahometan, Deist, and Polytheist, if that Polytheism does not consist 
of the Christian Trinity. If my body showld perchance obtain a 
Christian burial, so called in this country, and about which T am quite 
indifferent, whether it is burnt, put under the turf, consigned to the 
waves, or sent to a theatre of anatomy: but should ever a stone mark 
the spot where it has been laid, I could wish the graver to write: 
“Here les the dust of Canritm, ihe first of his fanily acho avowed 
himself an fifidel to the Christian Religion.” 


f felt a little staggered when receiving the sentence of the Court 
of King’s Bench on a conviction for blasphemy; and when I stated 
tu the court that Jesus himself bad been convicted and put to death 
on 2 charge of blasphemy. One would have imagined that 
Mr Justice Bailey knew the contents of the New Testament. better. 
but T verily think that the pious judge was staggered at my observa- 
tion, and that he was abiiged to wipe the impression from his mind. 
the better to go through the severe sentence, which he was instructed 
from the Cabinet to pass on me. 


To the Christian, Jew, and Turk T appear as a blasphemer, for no 
other cause than that I disapprove their ideas of a God; each of these 
xects thinks the ideas which the other holds of the Deity to be wrong, 
und T yiew them as all alike and equally in error. The man, or rather 
the philosopher, who is called an Atheist, because he Says that matter 
ix eternal and self-existing, and that motion is a property inherent in 
matter, and that matter with this inherent property is the sole cause 
of all that the eye beholds, or that the imagination can conceive, has 
sumething like a basis in search of ideal causes, eut confines himself 
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to that which he can demonstrate to his mind’s eye. He resolves . 
within himself not to horrow ideas from printed books or manuscripts, . 
but explores the regions of matter itself, and comes to the conclusion 
that it is self-existent, that it changes its form and appearannce, but: 
not its inherent properties. Such a man I say is rational, when: 
ecmpared with the Christian, Jew, or Turk. Such a man rather- 
deserves to be called a worshipper of the true God than any of those: 
sectarians I have mentioned, because he contemplates nature vnly, and. 
cannot err, if he proceeds no further than is demonstrable to his mind 
and understanding. The Christian, Jew, or Turk can paint the form 
of their God on paper; they, like the most uncultivated and uncivilised 
human beings, continue to make their God a simile of themselves- 
through ignorance: they fancy that all their hopes, their fears, their 
pleasures, their pains emanate from Him, and the chief aim of each 
of those visionaries is a peculiar protection, and a sensual idea, that 
they are punished in this life the better to adapt them to eternal and. 
unspeakable bliss, 


I plead guilty to the speaking evil of the Christian religion, and my~ 
excuse for doing it is that I believe it to be opposed to the truth. As. 
for blasphemy, in its common acceptation, I never did commit it, 
neither have I ever published 4 book that has contained a blasphemous 
sentence, unless it has been marked with reprobation. I have opposed 
the religion of a party with power, whose private or secular interest 
it ds to protect that religion, whether true or false, they care not. 


2.—RELIGION 


(1820-1) 

Religion does not alter the inherent disposition of any man. If he 
was dishonest before, religion will not make him honest. If he was 
in temper violent, he will affect a change, but it is only an outward 
change; the same feeling remains pent up in the bosom, and will 
display itself in a thousand other ways. / 


Religious people do not know the nature of free discussion. It is: 
with them an untried principle. They cannot calculate its conse- 
quences, and they trembie at the first contact with it. I am so much 
inured to it that I meet it placidly, and am never more composed than 
when I feel myself before a talented opponent. J fear no opposition, 
but constantly lament its absenre. Preaching without discussion is’ 
the characteristic of faith and error, while discussion is the great 
trait of infidelity and a love of truth. The worship of God is the- 
degradation of man, while man’s improvement by discussion can never: 
be deemed offensive to any morally intelligent power. 


Religion is a mere profession of the mind, rendered necessary only 
because it is a necessary political machine and State engine. Look: 
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aat Castlereagh, and Wellington, and others! You will find their visits 
and dinner parties are regularly held on a Sunday. If those men had 
‘the least idea of the necessity, for future safety and welfare, of 


adhering to the religious maxims of the day, would they not, at least, 


‘desist from holding parties of amusement and pleasure on the day 
which of all others we ure instructed to keep holy? What: an uproar 


‘do we hear of the dreadful consequences of Sabbath-breaking when 


some poor, frenzied creature, who, parrot-like, is taught to say, when 
he comes to the gallows, that it arose from his neglect of and breaking 


«of the Sabbath. And yet neither archbishops, bishops, nor inferior 


priests say one word about Castlereagh’s Sabbath-breaking, and I will 
pledge my life that, should he come to the gallows, it will not be 
attributed to that—that it will be neither charged nor will he confess 
it. Seeing, then, that those who may bé supposed to be interested in 


‘setting those actions and duties they so strenuously inculcate on others 


eannot confine their will and inclinations, in opposition to their better 
knowledge, does it not afford a strong presumption that there is some- 
thing wrong in those doétrines, which we find so opposite to their own 
dispositions? I cannot, myself, charge them with irreligion and 
immorality, seeing that I do not make a profession of religion, and, 


‘consequently, can percelye no immorality in their holding parties of 


pleasure on the Sunday; but to those who act upon-their professions 
and set aside this day for religious worship their conduct becomes 
not only immoral but criminal, as the imaginary virtues or vices of 
a Court or Government are at all time contagious. Where morality 
is merely professed, and not practised, its extent is easily to be 
discerned; but with religion this is mot the case, because a good 
outward show of the latter, and a uniformity in attending places of 
worship, prevents all access to the heart and mind of such professor, 
und consequently an inability to decide on the merits of his religious 
faith 

Moral virtue will not amalgamate with religious professions. ‘The 
one may be likened to the bright and effulgent rays of the sun; the 
other to the fog and mist they dissipate. 


T would instance the various bodies of dissenters from the 
Established Church of this country; their shades and gradations of 
dissent are almost innumerable and incomprehensible. Tloweyer, it 
is sufficient only that they attend different places of worship to 
vecasion a distance and dissent from each other; their friendship 
and even humanity is confined merely to that sect, and those more 
particularly who attend the same meeting-house. They not only form 
themselves. into societies for particular modes and forms of worship, 
but carry the same spirit and disposition to their respective homes 
und business; they separate themselves as wide as possible from all 
ot ers who do not travel to heaven in the same path as they have 
discovered! The consequence of this is that those who make interest 
and an accumulation ef property their idol are sure to join those 
societies of dissenters whose aggregate interest and property becomes 
Inost advantageous to them; here they find themselves under the 
necessity of displaying a hypocritical and outward show of religion 
connnenstrate with the professions or even practice of society in 
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general. This of itself is sufficient to destroy every shade of morality 
that might have previously existed in the bosoms of such persons,. 
and makes them at once the worst and most dangerous members of 
society. 


3.—MATERIALISM AND GOD 
(18245) 


*Our present religious sectarians have no idea of a God; it is the 
Dame only which they are taught to worship, and each forms and 
fashions it agreeable to his own phantasy. Each condemns the notions. 
of the other, and thus mankind are kept in a continual broil on the 
subject of a false and unmeaning system of worship. 


*Unless it can be proved, as clear as a mathematical demonstration. 
what God is, and in what particular form He exists—whether He 
occupies a portion of space, or extends through all space—every man 
is justifiable in forming hig own opinions on the subject; and he who 
secks to inflict punishment on another for differing with him. or his 
party, however powerful that party might be,. commits an unnatural 
crime and deserves to be banished from all society. Such a being is 
only a fit companion for the beasts of the forest, who, though not 
deemed rational, are far more rational than himself, and more worthy 
of social protection. 


Deism is.a sort of speaking by parable, an allegory, a personification. 
of blind powers, by the aid of the fancy, which has been adopted from 
the fear of persecution, or out of respect to the prejudices of other 
idolators. Many are they who advise me to write more about Deism 
and less about Atheism; but I heed them not. Honesty is my guide, 
and Truth the end of my journey. 


I confess that mine is a daring and unblushing Atheism. I feet 
that I have nothing to fear with it; but from these worse than brutes 
called Christians; and rather than fear them, I will court premature 
extinction. I ask you, seriously, on which side the malignant frenzy 
lies?) Who are they who turn the world upside down—the Christians:. 
who distort every natural view of things to support their theory or 
spiritualism, or the materialists, who rest upon none but naturel 
views, Who receive their knowledge cf things in the same simple 
manner in which those things present themselves to their obgervaticns? 
Yes, daring and unblushing Atheism is creeping abroad and’ saturating 
the working population, which are the proper persons to be saturated 
with it. T look at no others. It has been said’ to: me by more than one 
person: “Let us write in the style of Hume and: Gibbon, and seek 
readers aniong the higher ¢lasses.” I answer no; I know nothing of 
the so-called higher classes but that they are rebbers; I will work. 
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towards the raising of the working population aboye them. And this 
is now in admirable progress. The Mechanics’ Institutes will finally 
settle the question as to which shall be the higher class. I, as a 
méchanic, dare the theisra of any man to the proof. I as a mechanic 
will allow no class to be higher than myself. 


it is a sound maxim in the English law that, if a man can prevent 
a murder and does not, he is accessory to that murder. On the 
existence of evil we may correctly apply this maxim to the Christian’s 
God. If he foreknew everything and had omnipotence, he must have 
been the author of evil. There is no getting out of this dilemma but 
in saying with me that there is no such a God in existence. And 
this existence of evil is one of ‘the first proofs in support of my theory. 
Upon the principles of mnaterialism, good and evil have no existence 
beyond the animal sensations, and they are left to select the best 
provision they can for themselves, without any other directing power 
than experience. In relation to vegetables, to minerals, to a planet, 
or to inanimate matter, there are no such qualities as good and evil. 


" Every quality of matter is relative to some other quality in a larger 


or a stoaller sense. Infinity, eternity, omnipotence, omniscience, and 
omnipresence are idle words, and have no meaning. If we could only 
divest ourselves of the use of-these and other idle words there would 
he no disagreement among us. 


We can perceive everything that is material; we can perceive every- 
thing that is useful to be known; and yet we leave the purest and 
most simple knowledge to go in seareh of and to bewilder our minds 
about phantoms! Mankind seems to value nothing that is common 
and easily attained. It first courts difficulties and unobtainable objects, 
and then laments its own defects! It seeks for phantoms wherewith 
to terrify itself! What shade of reason have we to talk about spirits? 
What analogy ‘have we to induce us to expect more than a mortal life? 
Wihat purpose can it serve? Why did it begin? It is a correct 
principle in the science of Materialism that whatever has a beginning 
hus an end, There is no material identity but that has had a beginning 
and will have an end, though the duration of some may exceed all 
human calculation. Eternity of sensible existence would be a dreary 
foresight, a matter calculated to rack the mind. Ultimate extinction 
is much to be preferred. We cannot enjoy anything but for a time. 
We satiate under the most delightful pleasures. And it is clear that 
We grow tired of sensible existence! 


it is idle to talk about a change in our organie structure, to enable 
us to see spirits. We an see from planet to planet, and account weli 
for the filling up of the space between them. All knowledge is 
Materialism. Spiritualism is ignorance of Materialism, As we 
proceed in the acquisition of knowledge, we throw off all notions of 
spirits. 


A certain class of men are likely to lose some very rich benefices, 
nud they therefore deery as wicked every measure that leads to that 
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end. Knowledge or Materialism is their bane, but the useful man’s. 
happiness. 


We all know what pein is, in some degree; and we ‘all know what 
want is, eitter by our own sensations or by our perceptions in the 
sensations of others. To say that want is not a blind power is to 
say that the body can feel want whilst it is in a state of repletion : 
that it is not the effect of exhaustion. To say that an intelligent 
providence directs the powers of. want is to make that providence a 
starving power, to make it work miracles on the body, either to supply 
the place of food, or to wihhold its nutritive powers when the body ts 
full! 

Pain ig disease, and is an obstructed action in a machine. So far 
from its being the result. of intelligence, it. is the very reverse, and 
wenerated in consequence of a want of intelligence. Intelligence doe 
not generate pain; but its very criterion is human or animal happiness. 


Instead of yiewing ourselves as the particular and partial objects 
of the are of a great Deity, or of receiving those dogmas of the priest 
which teach us that everything has been made in the express image of 
the Deity, we should consider ourselves but as atoms of organised 
matter, whose pleasure or whose pain, whose existence in a state of 
organisation or whose non-existence in tiiat state is a matter of no 
‘importance in the laws and operations of Nature, we should view 
ourselves with the same feelings as we view the leaf which rises in 
the spring and falls in the autumn, and then serves no further purpose 
but to fertilise the earth for a fresh production; we should view 
ourselves but as the blossoms of May, which exhibit but a momentary 
splendour and beauty, and often within that moment are cut off 
prematurely by a blast. We are of no more importance in the scale of 
Nature than those myriads of animaleules whose natural life is but 
for the space of an hour, or but 2 moment. We come and pasg like 
a cloud—like a shower; those of us who possess a brilliancy superior 
to others are but as the rainbow, the objects of a momentary admiration 
and a momentary recollection. Man has been most aptly compared 
to the seasons of the year in our own climate: the spring is his 
infancy; the summer the time of his ardent manhood; the autumn his 
decline of life; and the winter his old age and death—he passes, and 
another series comes. He is produced by, and produces his like, and 
so passes away one generation after another, from and to all eternity. 
How ridiculous, then, is the idea about divine revelations, about 
prophecies, and about miracles, to procure proselytes to such notions! 
To what generation do they apply, or if they apply to all future 
generations, why were uot the same revelations, prophecies, and 
twiracles necessary to all the past generations? What avail the dogmas 
of the’priest about an end to the world, about resurrection, about a 
day of judgment, about a beaven and hell, or about rewards and 
punishments after this life, when we assert that matter is imperishable 
and indestructible—that it always was what it now is, and that it 
will always continue the same? Answer this, ye priests. Come 
forward, ye men of science, and support these plain truths, which are 
vas familiar to your minds as the simplest demonstration in mathematics 
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is to the experienced and accomplished mathematician. Future rewards 
and punishments are cried up as a necessary doctrine wherewith to 
impress the minds of men, and to restrain them from vice; but how 
much more impressive and comprehensive would be the plain and 
simple truth—that in ttis life virtue produces happiness, and vice 
nothing but certain misery? 


4.—_SCIENCE AND SUPERSTITION 
(1821) 


It is the duty of the man of science to make war upon all error 
apd imposture, or why does he- study? Why does he analyse the 
habits, the customs, the manners, and the ideas of mankind but to 
separate truth from falsehood; but to give force to the former and 
to extinguish the latter? Why does he search into Nature and her 
juws but to benefit himself and his fellow-men by his discoveries. 
by the explosion of erroneous ideas, and by the establishment of 
correct principles? Science must be no longer studied altogether as 
an ammsement or a pastime, which has been too much the case hitherto ; 
it must be brought forward to combat the superstitions, the vices, and 
the too long established depravities among mankind, whence all their 
present and past miseries have emanated, and unless the former can 
be destroyed the latter will still ensue, as a regular cause and effect. 
it is evident that men of science have hitherto too much crouched to 
the established tyrannies of kingeraft and priestcraft. Speaking 
generally, they have adopted some of the aristocratical distinctions 
of the day, and have supported the frauds upon mankind, which it 
wag their peculiar duty to expose. 

Kings and priests have, in some cases, made partial pretensions to 
patronise the Arts and Sciences, as a cloak for their enmity towards 
them. They ever were, and ever will be, in reality, their direst foes. 
An advanced state of science cinnot benefit them. Their present 
distinctions, and misery-begetting splendour, could not be tolerated 
when mankind shall so far be illuminated as to know the real cause 
nnd object of animal-existence, 


The horror which was so lately expressed by the Emperor of 
Austria at the progress of science, and at the revolution which Sir 
Humphrey Davy had made in the science of chemistry, is a specimen 
of the feeling which pervades all such men, This imbecile idiot 
quivered at an observation of his own physician about the state of his 
own constitution, and forbade him ever to use the word in his presence 
ueain! Yet it is by such men as this that the inhabitants of Europe 
are held in a state of bondage and degradation! Will ye, men of 
science, continue to truckle before such animals? Will ye any longer 
bend tr:e knee to such Baals—to such golden calves as these? Will 
se bend your aspiring minds to prop the thrones of such contemptible. 
such ignorant, such brutish despots? Shume on you if you can so 
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far debase yourselyes! Up and play the man, boldly avow what your 
minds comprehend as natural truths; and all the venom of all the 
despots and priests shall fiy before you as chaff before the wind. 


é T address myself to men of Science, net as one of them, but as an 
individual who has obtained a sufficient insight into the various 
departments of science, through the medium of books, to convince him 
that all the dogmas of the priest and of Holy Books are false and 
wicked impostures upon mankind. He therefore calls upon men of 
science to stand forward and unfold their minds upon this important 
subject. He offers himself as a, medium through which they might 
escape the fangs of the Attorney-General, or the Society for 
Propagating Vice, and pledges himself that there ig no truth that any 
man of science will write but what he will print and publish. He 
has a thorough contempt and indifference for all existing laws and 
combinations to punish him upon this score, and will set them all at 
defiance whilst they attempt to restrain any particular opinions. He 
will go on to show to the people of this island what one individual, 
and he a very obscure and humble one, can do in the cause of propa- 
gating the truth, in opposition to falsehood and imposture. 


Mathematics, magic, and witchcratt were formerly denounced by 
superstition as synonymous terms, and the mathematical student has 
been often punished as a conjurer! Astronomy and astrology were 
also considered one and the same thing. Such were the fantasies and 
delusions which superstition could raise in the minds of men, and 
such has been the wickedness of priests, who could always perceive 
and even acknowledge that human reason was inimical to their views. 
und whoever possessed or practised it ought to be destroyed as the 
enemy, not only of themselves, but of their God too. 


The man of science ought not to look at, or respect, anything but 
the discovery and propagation of truth. Instead of respecting 
mischievous and erroneous establishments, he, of all men, is bound by 
every honourable tie to make an exposure of them, and teach the 
people right from wrong. His knowledge and discoveries should be 
like the benefits of Nature dispensed alike to all without price or 
reward. He ought to be the patron of truth, and the enemy of error. 
in whatever shape it might appear, or whatever effect it might produce. 


Like Nature itself, he should be no respecter of persons or of things 
individually but collectively. 


All religious notions in all their degrees might. be termed most 
properly a species of madness. Whatever opinions prevail in the minds 
of men which have no foundation in Nature, or natural laws, they 
can merit no other designation than insanity. Insanity, or madness, 
consists in unnatural or incoherent thoughts and actions; therefore, 
2S 1O species of religious notions have any alliance with Nature, it 
is but a just inference to say that they individually and collectively 
comprise the term madness. In mild dispositions it may be but a 
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Rarmiless melancholy aberration; in the more violent it becomes a 
raging delirium, which destroys everything that comes in its way, 
and for which it has sufficient strength. It destroys all moral and 
natural good which comes within its influence, and madly proclaims 
itself the summum bonum for mankind! As yet there is searcely 
sufficient reason among mankind to restrain this madness. It has so 
mixed itself up with all political institutions that there is no separating 
the one without revolutionising the other. 


Tt is beyond doubt that Locke was hostile to the system of Govern- 
ment, both in Church and State; and the odium that he incurred from 
4a certain quarter was quite equal to that which has fallen upon 
‘Thomas Paine, or those who, since the Americah and French revolu- 
tions, have travelled so much further in their opposition. Opposition 
to ill-founded establishments, possessing power, must necessarily be 
progressive. Locke was thought to have gone to an extreme in his 
time, but I now consider his writings to be scarcely worth reading, 
as far as they apply to toleration in matters of opinion or to political 
economy and political government. The sentiments which I have put 
upon paper would have been called high treason a century ago, and 
the author hung, beheaded, disembowelled, and quartered, with the 
general apprebation of the people; and a person of the name of Thomas 
Matthews was actually ‘yhung for writing and printing what was callec 
a treasonable libel in the reign of George the First, which libel, or 
a similar one, would not now be thought seditious by the Attorney- 
General himself. Such is the effect of general instruction among the 
people—such is the progressive power of the printing press, that I 
feel a moral conviction that the sentiments which I have avowed will 
become general in another generation. The circumstance is as sure 
as that no one will now condemn the political opinions of John Locke 
as going too far, but rather as weak and insipid, and not going far 
enough in honest principle. 


“The theological and metaphysical writings of Bacon and Locke are 

completely ambiguous, and form no key to the mind of the writer, 
or to.any abstract and particular opinions. As I have said before, 
they equivocated as a matter of safety; whatever others might think 
of them, I feel.no pride in saying they were Hnglishmen. Thomas 
Paine is of more value in his writings than Bacon, Newton, and Locke 
together. 


: Newton, when young, wag a firm adherent to the ridiculous doctrine 
of thé Christian Trinity, and so useful were figures to him in his 
mathematical ‘and astronomical discoveries, and to such an extent, 
beyond all predecessors, could he carry them, yet superstition could 
persuade him that three could be explained to be but one, and one 
to comprise three! The science of Whiston in the mathematics was 
ulmost equal to that of Newton, though I believe the former had not 
so fertile a genius as the latter, and was obliged to acquire by labour 
what to the other was natural. Yet Whiston, although he had super- 
stition enough to make him an honest and conscientious Christian, 
knew the proper use of arithmetic, and would not allow three to be 
one, nor one to be three; he rejected the doctrine of the Trinity in 
the Godhead. Whiston honestly and openly combated this impossibility, 
and avewed himself an Arian, and coritended under much persecution 
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throughout his lifetime that such were the sentiments of the early- 
Christians, and that the doctrine of the Trinity was but a corruption 
of the ;hurch after it had been long established. Such. tenets were: 


then called blasphemous, and Whiston was expelled from his: 


professor’s chair, and from the University of Cambridge altogether, 
and had to endure more clamour about blasphemy than ever I had or 
have any reason to fear in future. This circumstance connected with 
a rivalry in the mathematics occasioned the breach between Whiston 
wud Newton, but ridiculous as even Whiston’s superstition appers to: 
me, I think him a much more honest man than ever was Newton, and 
as a member of society much more. useful to the age in which they 
lived. Newton courted distinction and popularity by  servilely 
succumbing to all the despotisms of the day; Whiston was a man of 
principle, and lived and died poor for the satisfaction of writing and 
speaking what he thought and believed. The one has béen too much 
flattered and applauded; the other too much villified and degraded, 
and the clamour by which both circumstances has been. effected’ has 
been equally disgusting and disgraceful to the country. 


5.—-ASTRONOMY AND ATHEISM 
(1828) 


It is said of Sir Isaac Newton that he confessed at the close of his 
life that all his astronomical researches had been made with a view 
of supporting the theory ef an intelligent god. The inference of which: 
is that he would not see nor develop any discovery that would weigh 
against this theory of a god. In this state of mind it may be said 
of Sir Isane that as an astronomer he was religiously or theistically 
blind. If Galileo had not before established the certainty of the 
diurnal motion of the earth, which Lord Bacon a few: years earlier 
had denied and talked about demonstrating the contrary, it might have 
been ‘expected of Newton that he would not haye seen it; because it 
was contrary to the Jewish Scriptures. This plan of setting out in the 
pursuit of knowledge, with a resolution not to discover anything that 
does not support an established theory, is quite ridiculous, and utterly 
unworthy of a philosopher, or a true lover of wisdom.and truth. Such 
a man should commence his pursuit of knowledge as if he knew 
nothing, as if nothing was hitherto known, and receive his knowledge 
of .things precisely as it is presented to his mind’ by viewing and 
considering those things. He ought not to think about a God, nor 
about any theory that is not so far well founded as to admit of some 
practical tests. What Newton has written about a God is the extreme 
of balderdash, would disgrace an unlettered clown. All that he could 
Say was that God was all eye, all ear, all touch, and yet, not corporeal, 
not to be seen, heard, or touched! By way of saying something, he 
has defined his God to be a heap of contradictions, and a word without 
meaning or xpplication, And this because, in all his astronomicat 
researches, he could discover nothing that resembled that theory of 
a God which it was his first object to support, and had not pourage- 
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or sense enought to say that there was not such a God in existence 
a3 any man has preached. I now say this, and will maintain it before 
al the astronomers past and present. 


When the theory of a Goi was first founded the planetary system: 
ot the space about us was not known; the size and distance of the 
planets were not imagined; the properties of fixed and fiuid matter 
were not suppesed. In Greece, Jupiter was made to dwell on. the 
top of Mount Olympus, and the gods could amuse themselves with 
turning men, and women, and other animals into planets! Such was 
the classical idea of a god! With the Pagans the same sort of 
notions existed, the same arguments were used, about a divine provi- 
dence, as with the Christians. Said a Pagan Theist to a sceptic, on 
showing him the Statue of Neptune covered with the pictures of those 
who had had narrow escapes of being drowned: “Can you now doubt 
about a divine providence?” Said tthe other: ‘ What should we say 
if we could see the pictures of all those who have been drowned?” 
They who escaped drowning, by some singular preservation, could came: 
and pay their vows, and talk loudly about a divine providence; but 
they who were drowned were quiet, and had nothing more to say 
for or against the question. Such is the case with the living and the 
dead throughout the sphere of mankind; they who are filled with idle 
fears and hopes; they who are dead can teach us nothing, and are 
insensible to their own past errors. 


The earth, or planet, on which we live is about twenty-five thousand 
miles in circumference; an immense globe, too large for human vision, 
and not to be adequately conceived by the human mind. On this planet 
man is a mere creeping thing; a mite in a cheese is a giant as to that 
cheese compared with man and the earth. The hugeness of the globe 
gives to the untutored mind an idea of its being flat, and that immense 
body the stm hag the appearance of being a small body moving round 
it; whilst, again, so great is the distance of the sun that the earth, 
compared with it for size, ig as small as man compared with the earth. 
When we contemplate these relations fairly, the notion of a God with 
intelligence, in the image of man, existing as a superior being, or a 
creator of such bodies of matter, is a theory meriting nothing but 
rational contempt. A mite might as well be expected to put a cheese 
in perpetual motion as to suppose a being capable of putting the sun 
in motion. It is the narrow-minded, ignorant man that can alone 
entertain a notion about a God. 

Tt has been asked: What keeps the planets in their spheres? Why 
de they not fall off in a line, as we witness small unsupported bodies 
to fall towards the earth? To this it may be answered that the planets 
are ineessantly falling, with a motion so rapid as to exceed our 
conceptions; but they do not fall in a straight line—they fall in 
elliptic lines. We are ignorant of the why and wherefore that the 
planets do not fall as we suppose bodies should fall; but this ignorance 
proves nothing towards the theory of a God, but rather proves that 
there is none, for had there been such a God, desirous of keeping up 
* communication with the human race, he had certainly bred them on 
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the earth with a better knowledge of things. The introducers of 


stories about God haye been among the most ignorant of animals, 
and we everywhere see, where sound knowledge exists, that this 
nonsense about God is renounced. 


This earth that is twenty-five thousand miles in circumference we 
know to be but a fourth-rate planet in this solar system, and for 
aught we know this solar system might be the smallest of all the 
solar systems that the telescope can bring to our view. We are lost 
in all reasoning upon this immensity of matter and of distance; and 
it is insanity itself to fancy a God that is above or that can control 
it It is utterly impossible that a reflecting man can look through a 
‘telescope at night and retain the least notion about such a God as 
he has been taught in his childhood. ‘Therefore I take upon me to 
Say that Rogers, the itinerant lecturer on astronomy, is no more a 
Theist than I am; and I am as much of a Theist as any man is. 
Theism is nonsense, child’s talk, not a subject fit for men to discourse 
about. 


This Rogers knows well that his. pretending to refute infidelity 
astronommically will not deter a philosophical infidel from listening to 
Zim, whilst he also knows that it is a great attraction to the silly 
and ignorant Christians, He does a deal of mischief, as far as he fixes 
that ignorance, or the prejudices associated with it; but, then, he 
wants to fill his pocket, or his belly, and cares not how. There was 
au friend of mine listening to him at Portsmouth who would have upset 
his jargon in a few minutes could he haye been allowed to address 
the company. T have traced this man, by having his bills sent to me, 
from Stockport to Norwich, and now round to Portsmouth. To refute 
infidelity is his theme, but I hope, if he comes into Dorsetshire, now 
he is so near, that he will come and lecture to me. We will then soon 
see if astronomy demonstrates a God. 


Astronomy is certainly a delightful Science, a science above all others 
calculated to enlarge the mind, and to give it lofty notions; but it 
has no more connection with, relation to, nor does it demonstrate more 
of, Theism than it does of that other piece of nonsense called 
Freemasonry. It would be as wise to say that a mite made the cheese 
as to say that an intelligent being like man made even the earth on 
which he creeps to rot. The existence of the mite in. the cheese is as 
important as the existence of man on the earth. 

If astronomers are necessarily sentimental Atheists, astrologers are 
evidently practical Atheists, for they trace all animal influence, or 
influence on animals, to the material and atmospherical power of the 
planets. God, with them, is out of the question; they leave such a 
being nothing to do. 

Every materialist is confident that there is a connection between all 
the atmospheres of, ut least, the planets of this solar system, and the 
fact that so many other solar systems are visible to us is a proof 
that they are all so atmospherically connected, and interchange their 
fluid matter. So far the astrological theory is well founded. But 
when the astrologers assert the identity of particular influences, from 
the particular positions of particular planets, and apply those influences 
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“to particular individuals, they wade beyond their knowledge, and have 
‘not an iota of proof whereupon to establish the theory. If they could 


give us a chemical analysis of our atmospuhere, and show us that it 
varies regularly, and is always the same, with the same position of 


“the different planets, and if they could trace different influences to 
“those identified different states of the atmosphere, then they would 


approach to something worthy of being called a science. But, then, 
it would behove them to show why conceptions, or new births, were 
thore particularly affected than older human beings; _Why those 
affections were durable and indicative of character and effects through 
life; and, further, why all other animals, as well as mankind, are not 
subject. to the same influences. What do they find in mankind more 
than in other animals that subjects them to planetary influences? 


For instance, they find that George the Third, the late King of this 
country, was born under that particular aspect of the planets which 
rendered his insanity inevitable. May it not be asked why he was 
not insane until he was fifty years old? And if it can be shown, as L 
dare say it can be shown, that individuals were born near him at the 
same moment, who passed through life without a symptom of insanity, 
what then is to be attributed to planetary influences? Do they 
distinguish: royal births from ordinary births? Come, Messieurs, the 
Astrologers, here are questions for you to answer. 


Can these Astrologers go a step beyond the old Pagan theory of 
the personification of the passions, in showing us why Mars indicates 
war and dissension? Why Venus indicates an increase of love? Is not 
their whole theory borrowed from the Pagan Mythology? 


Again, was ever insanity known to exist among men in their 
comparatively natural, state, such as the negroes in Africa, or the 
Indians in America? If not, were none of these born wider the same 
aspect of the planets as was George the Third? The late King was 
never a bright man; but it is well known that it was a mixture of 
religion, war, and misrule, and the misconduct of his children that 
drove hin. mad; allowing something for the prospect and dread of a 
revolution that should oyerthrow the monarchy. 


All the squarings, and horoscopes, and calculations of the Astrologers 
are trash, until they can give us the different states of the atmosphere 
Dy chemical analysis. Can any of them, Lord Eldon and Robert 
Peel excepted, tell me the day, the week, the month, or even the year, 
when I shall get out of gaol? When I was at Portsmouth, in 1819, 
there was an old astrologer, of the name of James Hallett, now 
pompously announced as Doctor James Hallett, very ‘anxious to see 
me to know the time of my birth. I met him, gave him the particulars, 
and was promised some prophecies as to my future fate; but I then 
bantered the old gentleman so far that I never received the casting 
uf my nativity. I will now give it to all the astrologers. I was born 
in the year 1790, on the Sth of December, between 3 and 4 of the clock 
in the morning. Now, Gentlemen, see what you can make of me. 
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6.—PRIESTS AND JUDGES 
(1820-1) 


The priests and judges: of the present day are men of the same- 


disposition as the priests and judges of the seventeenth century, who 
imprisoned Gulileo for asserting the sphericity of the earth and its 
revolution round the sun, contrary to the tenets of the Holy Bible; 
and who burnt old women as witches because they might have had 
the misfortune to be old, ugly, or deformed. Such is the power and 
progress of truth, that those very men are brought to confess that 
Galileo asserted nothing more than an important philosophical fact. 


Myr Justice Best, in his judicial circuit through the Northern District, 
at the late Lent Assizes for Cumberland, on a trial for libel, made the 
following assertion after attempting to contrast the state of freedom 
in this country at this time with what existed at Rome when Galileo 
was imprisoned in the Inquisition, for stating “a great philosophical 
truth.” His judgeship observed: “Now, in this country, any 
philosophical truth or opinion might be started and supported without 
it being considered libellous.” This is a most glaring and most 
abominable falsehood, when the quarter from which it came is 
considered. 

Mr Justice Best, in the month of November, 1819, sat as a judge in 
the Court of King’s Bench and advised the sending of me to this gaol of 
Dorchester for three years and the imposing a fine upon me of fifteen 
hundred pounds for stating and supporting a great philosophical truth. 
Not eontent with the imposition of this enormous fine and tremendous 
imprivonment, he also immediately sanctioned ‘the issuing of a writ 
of levari fucias, on the very same day, by which my business and my 
property was destroyed, and by which cause I am at present deprived 
of all visible means of making up that fine. Yet, Mr Justice Best 
had the effrontery to say from the bench, which should ever be sacred 
to truth and justice, that no philogophical truth stated and supported 
in this country would be considered libellous! 

I do aver, and I challenge any Man of Science to contradict me 
publicly if he daves, that the two volumes, for the publication of which 
I am now suffering imprisonment, and for which I have been so 
excessively fined and robbed, contain nothing more than philosophical 
truths, as plain, as simple, and as important, as those for which Galileo 
was lmprisoned by the Christian Inquisition, about two hundred years 
since. T appeal to Mr Justice Best himself—he knows the truth of 
what I now write—yet he has had the effrontery, in contempt of the 
gvod sense and discernment of the whole country, to put forth this vile 
falsehood—still more vile, because he himself partook in the order 
for iny punishment. 

Galileo was told in the seventeenth century by the Magnificent 
Inquisitor General that his astronomical ideas were not in unison with 
Holy Seriptures, and that he must not promulgate them. Mr Justice 
Best told me in November, 1819, that he would not sit on the bench 
as u judge and hear a particle of the Btble called in question. Ten 
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“where is the difference in the conduct of those two Magnificent 
Inquisitors General, and between my case and that of Galileo? 

The Judges who condemned Galileo were quite mild and humane 
when compared with mine; they did not rob him of all his property 
and fix a fine with a hope that he would never be able to pay it; they 
merely, in addition to ‘his imprisonment, ordered him to repeat aloud 
the Seven penitential psalms once a week! 

Canst thou, Mr Justice Best, read this statement and these observa- 
tions and again take thy seat as a judge in a Court of law, or what 
ought to. be a Court of Justice? 


Blush! Best! Blush! Every Man of Science—every lover of great 
philosophical truths, will proclaim thee a liar for thy assertion on 
the bench at Carlisle in Cumberland. The very name of the place 
might have reminded thee of the grossness of that assertion! 


Judge <Abbot’s whele conduct (on Carlile’s 1819 trial) was an 
admission that his religion was founded in error, for he never 
_attempted to contradict my assertions to that point, but merely 
-observed, “I shall not sit here and allow you to show that the 
Christian religion is false!” 


As sure, as I am in Dorchester Gaol; the Bible must fall before 
such books as that of Paine. The priests well know this, and they 
would gladly crucify me or any other publisher who publishes books 
such as I have done, and will continue to do whilst I have the means 
and the opportunity. I have no inspiration to boast of; 1 have no new 
religion to inculeate; I only wish every human heing to examine well 
the ground of that which the priest and the law iuposes upon him. 


7.—SOME SOCIAL TRUTHS 
(a) (1820-1) 


The death of a Wing or a Prince has very little to do with the 
object we haye in yiew. ‘Therefore J shall not sully these pages by 
the notice of either, with the adulation of servility or the reproach 
of  senndal. Although these are objects which create a kind of 
syinpathy and consternation, either real or affected, amongst trifiers. 
still te philosophic and philanthropic mind looks down upon them 
28 upon the unimportant passing events of the day. The cause we 
advocate, the liberty we demand, is attainable only by the progressive 
diffusion of knowledge, and this, dear experience teaches us that, 
Trineeg uniformly oppose. We can only carry this into effect by the 
dint of mutual perseverance and support. 


This religion (Christianity) is not defensible, and the brightest man 
in the country would be reduced to contemptibility if he attempted to 
alefend that religion before an infidel who had fairly examined it, 
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and who could properly catechise lim upon its points of historical 
origin. It is thus that we find an abundance of otherwise able- 
Christian preachers, but scarcely one able defender of the Christian. 
religion. 


It matters nothing that those men who were considered to direct 
and give a tone to the public voice are in, or on the verge of, -a prison : 
you will find that there confinement and persecution will serve you 
as much as their exertions would if at large. It is the accumulation 
of public persecution, public misery, and public discontent, that works: 
revolutions in all countries, because the hatred and opposition borne 
to established systems of misrule will always operate in a ratio to- 
the extent of their outrages. 


The merits of the Christian religion are become a very common: 
topic of public conversation, and in every company they find some: 
one or more sturdy oppugner. It is thus the change will work, until 
infidelity becomes quite fashionable, and Christianity, like every other: 
fashion of the day, goes out. 


(B) (1824-5.) 

So much of the education of children depends upon women ; 80" 
much more than an equal share of influence have they in the formation: 
ef the mind and the health of the child; that it is desirable that 
women should not be exceeded by men in any kind of knowledge. 


4A man is not honest who is not bold enough to be hoa and active: 
enough not to neglect that which he ought to do. ; Everything ine 
human action may be resolved into right or wrong, and even to neglect 
to do right is to do wrong. 


The struggle is now growing serious—of new opinions and el 
against old opinions and systems—moral power against physical ee 
systematised. They who join the latter phalanx, Wotan consists ve 
the most ignorant, and of such who feel direct and peeeea pro oe 
uecruing from it, ery up for THE WISDOM OF OUR ANCESTORS ee 
ouR wisbom; which ery is a proof in itself that they have net al Be 
enough to judge of past or present wisdom; for, if un ancesto % 
bad more wisdom than they, they, of course, have not Seece ere 
to judge of it; as i requircs a higher degree Oi ste GN if ae 
correctly of any given amount, Tgnorance eannot judge ° a ae. 
is superior to itself, and so our clamourers for the Paes Me 
ancestors use arguments against themselves; but, See ae aie 
are not wise enoug: to understand their own arguments! BS ne ri 
is a rare man for the ery of the wisdom of our ore e eee 
ever been at this nonsense, and has now properly clapped the ia ager 
of his fame and wisdom by espousing the wisdom of us, oe na 
Catholic Church! An idea of infallibility may be very ce lei 
some minds, in some situations; but whatever might have ba se 
wisdom of our ancestors on this head, T hope there are ene Bas a 
wise to tolerate such a notion in this country os the future; ee 
remain, striving to be wiser than my aneestors f 
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The first important point in the formation of the human character 
is to impress your children with a love of truth, an inquisitiveness 
to pursue it, and a boldness to Speak it on all occasions and all subjects. 
Truth, as a matter of fact, as to things done, I define to be, a precise 
narrative as te the manner and means in which they were done; but 
truth as to a knowledge of the qualities of the things that surround 
us, can have no higher definition than the highest state of existing 
Knowledge of those things, with a mind open to, and seeking aftes, 
further knowledge, not closed against any improvement and inquiry 
at any stage. Here it wil be well for you to teach them nothing that 
you know to be disputed or disputable, without teaching them, at the 
same time, the grounds of. disputation, as well as the old notiens of 
the thing. For instance, I teach my children that some persons, from 
a want of knowledge, from an incapacity to pry into the mechanical 
and chemical powers of senseless matter, find it necessary, as a 
conclusion, to say that some all-powerful identity, or a god, has: 
created and continues to create everything as we find it in our 
experience. I teach them that this conclusion closes the mind against 
all further inquisitiveness, has no good foundation, is evidently 
impossible and erroneous, places the mind in a state of stupid and 
degrading idolatry, and whilst prostrating it before this phantom of 
the imagination, procures it nothing but misery, against which, taking 
it for the will of this supposed superior being, it does not presume to 
strive. I teach them that we are not justified, if we fail in tracing 
the precise cause of an effect, to invent a cause or a power, to produce 
that effect of the existence of which we have no identity to rest upon, 
and no knowledge beyond the bound of our imagination. That it is 
better to remain in a state of inquisitive doubt and to avow ignorance 
on the point than to form such rash and ill-founded conclusions: As: 
far as possible, I explain to them the process of the growth of the 
various identities, always pleading ignorance of the origin of those 
identities, and further to explain to them that, to refer the creation 
of the first of those identities to a being of which we have no: other 
knowledge than the need of him to cover our ignorance, by no menns 
removes that ignorance; that it is more honest, more consistent witli 
truth, to avow that ignorance than to seek to hide it. This forms a 
fair statement of the case, and their young minds are left open to 
pursue their own conclusions. 


Let anyone capable of a definition ask himself what the Constitution 
of Mngland means; he will find that it will bear no other definition: 
than that of being the aggregate of the existing Jaws and custom. 
These at least change once a year, and in almost every day of the 
year; so that the Constitution is like Mr Peel and Mr Cobbett, 2 
changeting. Our old lawyers used to assert that this country ways 
not a monarchy, but a commonwealth or republic; yet everything has 
been done constitutionally. Henry the Highth beheaded: his wives, 
broke up the religious houses, shut out the Pope from this ‘country, 
and abused his Parliament for opposing a few of his more trivial 
Wishes, yet he did everything constitutionally and religiously, by the 
stace of God and as a Defender of the Faith. Faith and Religion are 
two more of these convenient words. His daughter Mary changed’ 
the faith constitutionally and religiously. His daughter Elzabheth> 
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ehanged it again as constitutionally and religiously. She also 
appointed her successor to the throne after murdering his mother, 
quite constitutionally and religiously, and James the First came in 
constitutionally, who had cried no Bishops in Scotland, and in England, 
no Bishop, no king! Charles the First was beheaded constitutionally, 
und constitutionally made a martyr. Cromwell was a constitutional 
Protector; and his son was constitutionally expelled to make way for the 
restoration of Charles the Second, who came back constitutionally and 
killed the constitutional killers of his father. His brother, James 
the Second, was expelled from his throne and the country constitution- 
ally, and the Dutchman, his son-in-law, as constitutionally made to 
‘take his place. The constitional restoration of the future Stuarts 
was constitutionally opposed, and the Guelphs constitutionally 
introduced from Hanover; for whose constitutional continuance we 
will pray so long as the constitution lasts and not a- moment longer. 
So here you may read something of the constitutional history of 
England for the last three or four hundred years. And if you do not 
admire the constitution you must not be an unconstitutional fellow, 
ov what Mr Peel said of his superior, Hamilton Rowan, of Ireland, an 
“attainted traitor” to the constitution. 


8.—CRISIS AND CLAMOUR 
(1820.) 


The vague clamour which we have lately heard about the licentious- 
ness of the press is no more than a clamour of the description that 
lias existed in all ages, when the administrators of the Government 
have studied the means of stretching their prerogative by abridging 
the liberties and endeavouring to strike a terror into the minds of 
the people. During the triumph of the Catholic religion we read of 
nothing but the growth of heresy, and the most eruel and barbarous 
tortures inflicted on those who were suspected of dissent. When that 
religion changed its name, with some slight alteration in forms and. 
ceremonies, and called itself Protestant, then the whole nation was 
kept in a state of alaxin for and dread of the growth of Papistry. For 
almost a century after the violation of hereditary right to the succession 
of the throne, by the expulsion of the Second James, this country was 
kept in a continual state of agitation and alarm by the clamour of 
the rightful claimant being about to take possesion by the force of 
arms, and whom the then teigning individuals modestly called 
Pretenders ! Whenever any measure of one Minister met a strong 
opposition he immediately resorted to the usual bugbear of the danger 
to be apprehended from the Pretender. We were no sooner blessed 
with the Brunswick family than the Church became in danger, and 
the ery of the alarmist was against immorality, blasphemy, heresy. 
schism, and nonconformity. And we have now arrived to the rrisis 
when the alarmist cries aloud for the fate of both church and state. 
from the much-dreaded blasphemous and seditious publications. What 
dues all this mean? Why, that an artful minister, who perhaps has 
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the interest of some foreign power at heart (for we should recollect 
that frequent instances of this kind have occurred), is capable of 
raising any clamour or alarm that is calculated to suit his purpose. 


The ery against heretics was kept up until the supposed heretics 
became masters of the alarmed Catholic clergy. The ery against non- 
conformists went on, until it was difficult to find half a dozen persons 
who could conform their ideas on matters of religion. And now the 
ery against blasphemy and sedition will go on, until the church and 
state ery themselves out of breath and descend broken-hearted into the 
same graye. What ground for alarm shall then be found remains to 
be seen; but it really does appear that one-half of mankind live in a 
stute of wretchedness and misery from the continued apprehension 
and anticipation of evil. 

Bach political party has always his crisis in view; the one cries out 
that the licentiousness of the people and the press will most assuredly 
destroy his favourite plan and system; the other who is continually 
lamenting that the liberties of the country are lost, and yet with the 
same breath exclaims that they continually remain in danger and 
are expiring, but yet they are again found anew and in danger on 
every question in which he meets his opponent. The priests of every 
sect have their crisis always in view, and are continually sounding the 
trumpet of alarm from their pulpits. Wihat does all this prove? Why, 
that society is, and has ever been, in an unnatural state, where there 
is a monopoly of interests, and where legislation does not extend to 
the benefit of the whole. Amidst the multitude of exclusive systems 
us practised in this country, it is impossible to proceed without 
continual decay, alarm, and terror. 

Whenever terror and alarm seize the mind of an individual he 
becomes at once neryeless and imbecile; the same observation might 
be applied to a society. 

We cannot expect to enjoy a comfortable state of society, when 
industry shall supply the want of each of its members, until we have 
passed the approaching crisis, when the corruptions of the present 
day shall be taken up root and branch. 


I believe Swift has observed that “the knowledge of a disease is 
half its cure;” surely, then, those who attempt to discover its cause 
and progress de more than those who yelieve momentary pain by 
vordials and other medicine, which is calculated to prepare the 
sufferer for further suffering unless the cause and effect of his disease 
pe explored and removed. The man that is a suffering pauper to-day 
has no chance of recovering himself; you may give him a full meal 
and clothe him, but a few days reduces him to the state where you 
found him. Nature requires continual aid and sustenance, both in her 
animal and vegetable properties. One watering of a plant in a dry 
season will not be sufficient to Save it; it wants almost a daily moisturé 
to save it from withering. Such is the case with human nature. 


Despotism and knowledge are struggling hard with each other, and 
uppreaching their two extremes. The most cautious and wary footsteps 
are found necessary by both, but most fortunately the increase of the 
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latter has the tendency of unmasking the former, howsoever disguised. 
The robe of sanctity and affected moderation is daily stripped from 
the despot, and, although he is not so destructive as formerly, he is 
rendered more hideous by being better known. I have no fear of the 
result of the contest: it may be long,-it may be desperate, but certain 
as to its good effect. 


It will be a most desirable time when we shall Jay aside all destruc- 
tive weapons and appeal to nothing but the pen: but before this occurs 
we must expect the despot will again try the effect of the sword. 
Humanity appears a farce to the mind of the despot, and his glory 
increases in proportion to the number of his species he destroys, and 
the havoc he scatters amidst their habitations. He thirsteth after 
blood as the hart pants after the waterbrook. He never says “It is 
enough” whilst there remaing ap obstacle to his purpose. The 
clanking of the chains I now hear from the prisoners proceeding to 
chapel argues nothing but the degraded state of this country. Our 
pious judges will sentence a poor fellow who lays a trap for a hare 
to two years’ imprisonment, with all the gravity imaginable, and 
applaud those who enact such wholesome laws. At the same time 
they partake so decisively of the factions of the day as to palliate a 
ease of wilful murder, and to protect the murderer, provided he be 
of their party. No enquiry has yet been instituted into the murders 
that were committed in Manchester in August last; but we find that 
the abettors and instigators have found their reward, and that, too, 
in the Christian Church! Their cup of iniquity is fast filling, and 
near the brim. The perishing thousands and the increasing distress 
of this country begins to be seen and felt by those who but a short 
time since decided every complaint of the kind. It must go on; nothing 
in the present rulers with the present system can have the slightest 
tendency to check it. A change of kings or a change of.administration 
cannot check it. 

The powerful effect of the Press displayed itself very strongly 
during the contest between Charles and his Parliament. It was then 
for the first time that its influence and the value of its liberty began 
to be felt. It was then that the Star Chamber carried its malignity 
and inquisitorial character to such an extent as to occasion its own 
abolition. Libels on the Government were scarcely known, or heard 
of, prior to the time of the Stuarts. The Court of King’s Bench, in 
the present day, is striving to outstrip the character of the Star 
Chamber. Any charge of libel against the Church or the Government, 
or any person connected with them, is sure to find in the judges of 
the Court of King’s Bench a strong and powerful advocate. For such 
is the common weakness of human nature that if a man, half inclined 
to be honest, finds his way on the jury, he is swayed by the gravity 
and the self-assurance of the wig and robe on the bench. 


The pen ig a silent weapon, but much more effectual than the sword. 
Tt is the stimulus that forms the mind to aetion, without which the 
sword might as well be of wood as of steel. I speak not of individuals, 
but of a nation or people. The writings of a few friends to the 
happiness of mankind, assisted by a connection with the American 
Revolution, roused the latent spark of. liberty in the besom of the 
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then degraded and oppressed French nation, and effected prodigies of 
valour. The contagion has reached almost every country in Europe, 
for those things are contagious, and every monarch finds it necessary 
to prop his throne with bayonets and the most corrupt practices. They 
tremble at the popular feeling, and can only move about by stealth. 
The public writer nowadays displays more of the authority and 
independence of the monarch than the monarch himself. He is equally 
courted and caressed by the monarch, the courtier, and the people. 
Monarchy is evidently a falling profession. It no longer dazzles nor 
deceives. It is hated, and begins to hate itself. At present there is 
strong conflict among mankind; it might almost be called an anomaly 
in human nature. The arts and sciences are making rapid progress: 
literature is hourly spreading far and wide; liberty does not recede, 
although every petty tyrant lifts his hand against it; corruption grows 
more bold as it is more exposed, until it feels no shame in an open 
avowal; every character and party is fast approaching its extreme 
and will shortly overstep ity boundary, and all again amalgamate ou 
the firm basis of universal civil and religious liberty. This is the only 
consummation devoutly to be wished; this is the grand desideratum. 


9.—-THE INSTRUCTION OF YOUTH 


(1821.) 


What is the knowledge of the present schoolboy, in what is called 
classical literature, when compared with a useful instruction in 
chemistry and the laws of Nature? Of what use to society at large 
is a classical scholar or one well versed in the ancient mythologies? 
For this, after all, is the chief part of classical knowledge. It neither 
gives a polish to manners nor teaches morality. It fills the mind with 
a useless jargon, and enables the possessor now and then to make a 
tinsel and pompous declamation in half a dozen different languages. 
which, if it were to undergo a translation into one language, and that 
which we call native, would be found to be a mass of unintellizible 
and unmeaning tragsh—words of sound, to which it would be difficult 
to attach an idea, and in which all correct notions are wanting. It 
makes a man a pedant only. Such men have been most aptly termed 
spouters of froth, . . . 

In all the schools of this country, or with scarce an exception worthy 
of mention, the youth are subjected to a certain system of religious 
study and exercise. They have to attend certain ceremonies called. 
public worship and prayers; they have to get those prayers by heart, 
and also a catechism of religious belief, or, I should rather say, 
religious dogmas, as there can be no real belief where there is no 
comprehension of the object in contemplation or discussion ; however, 
aliogether about these religious ceremonies one-half of the time of 
youth is wasted, for the lessons in reading, lessons in grammar, copies 
for writing. and even those lessons in which foreign languaze3s are 
taught, have their subject matter founded upon religious dogmas, 
either ancient or modern. Here and there a moral precept is thrown 
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in, but the dogmas of religion have a decided preponderance, and more 
than half the time of youth is wasted upon them. It is evident that 
these religious dogmas make not the least impression upon the minds 
of youth, further than to stupify them by so dull and so constant a 
repetition, and the reason of this is that these religious dogmas have 
no foundation whatever in Nature. They neither instruct, amuse, 
nor delight, because the youthful mind has no comprehension of their 
object, and can perceive no real utility arising from them. They are 
viewed but as a matter of school discipline, and the youth returns to 
them with a loathing. Still they are continually pressed upon him as 
long as he remains under parent or tutor, and he grows up with a 
mind soured by a habitual distaste of that which he is told to 
venerate. 

If you were to instruct a child in the elements of chemistry, you 
would find that it would be constantly amusing itself with such 
simple chemical experiments as its childhood could practise and 
comprehend; it would feel an interest in all the little experiments 
it could make, and that interest would lead on to a self-importance. 
to industry, to a knowledge and due comprehension of the value of 
time, about which children think so little, or rather think nothing at 
all, under the present system of education. They are exhorted to set 
a value on their time by written precepts, but they have no inducements 
to that object, owing to their system of education being one dreary 
monotony. No part of it is calculated to kindle the fire of genius, 
or to cherish the aspiring spirit of youth. It is from such a system 
of education that true genius has become so very scarce, and is so 
seldom seen; it blunts amd stupifies the mind, and obscures that 
radiance to which the system I now propose would have given energy 
and opportunity to display itself. Many of Nature’s nobles have 
passed through life unknown and unheeded entirely from the influence 
of a superstitious and genius-destroying education! 

From the evident disposition of children to imitate ali the actions 
of grown persons, from their little scientific propensities to preduce 
in miniature what they see in magnitude, from the delight which they 
feel, and the deep interest which they take in all their little works 
and playful amusements, it is certain that nothing more is required 
to put them in a channel of correct ideas than to give them such 
instruction, and to bend their minds to such objects ag shall at once 
employ, amuse, and delight, and, at the same time, for a playful and 
healthy exercise for them, whilst it is calculated to expand their 
minds in the knowledge and comprehension of those objects which are, 
above all things, conducive to the interests of society, and which relate 
to the progressive improvement and advancing state of the arts and 
sciences. The objects to which I allude are chemical experiments, 
and experiments in every other branch of natural philosophy, and a 
study of natural history by observation and examination of natural 
objects. . . . This, I consider, would be a natural and proper 
system for the education of youth, and this system. has all the degrees 
which are as well adapted to the comprehension of infants or children 
of three or four years old as to the most mature age and knowledge. 

The beauty of scientifie pursuits is that there is always a novelty 
in them—that discoveries in them will ever be infinite, and that the 
further you proceed the more you see before. you, and the more 
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ardour you feel in those pursuits. It is the best of all amusement 
and pastime, because it produces universal advantage and universal 
satisfaction. whilst it neither fatigueg the follower nor injures his 
neighbour. Other amusements and pastimes are apt to occasion 
individual injury and even misery, but this cannot. The sportsmen 
cannot hunt or shoot without damaging the cultivated property of 
others, and whilst in the pursuit of his game his mind allows no 
obstacles to.be just. With the man of science the case is different ; 
his amusements and experiments are made within a narrow sphere, 
and the result is calculated to benefit all without injury to any. 
Chemistry I deem to be the foundation of all other science, and in 
a manner of speaking to comprise all other branches of science. 
As matter and motion comprise everything we can behold or conceive, 
and as chemistry is an investigation of the properties of matter, with 
the causes and effects of its various combinations, it is evidently the 
most important part of science, or rather, the first and last part of 
it. The cultivation of the earth—the cookery of our food—its quantity 
and quality, and everything connected with feeding the body—the 
preservation of health, and the very preparation of our clothing, may 
be said to be comprised in the terms chemical analysis and composition. 
There is no one part of the arts and sciences but to which chemistry 
has relation, and even the most important relation. In all the 
manufactures, whether wood or metal, clay or stone, wax, or glass, 
paper or cloth, or what not, the knowledge of chemistry is essential. 
It is to the science of chemistry that we owe all our artificial produc- 
tions; it is to the science of chemistry that we owe all our knowledge 
and comprehension of natural productions and their adaptation to our 
several uses. It is, therefore, of the first consequence that we should 
commence our studies in this all-important science even in our infancy. 
As the science of chemistry embraces so extensive a variety of objects, 
it is not without a class simple enough for the comprehension of 
children. The burning of a candle is a chemical experiment for the 
product.on of light; the burning of, the fuel which keeps up our fires 
is but a chemical experiment for the production of heat; to which a 
thousand might be added equally simple, a definition of which could 
not fail to be of the greatest importance in the education of children. 
And why might not even the first lessons of children be comprised of 
these and similar simple chemical experiments, which beyond every 
other subject must instruct and amuse, attract the child’s particular 
attention, and expand its mind by filling it with correct ideas? . . . 
{ would banish from our school-books every word about God or 
Devil, heaven or hell, as hypocritical and wnmeaning words, mere 
words of sound, and confine the attention of children and youth tc 
such subjects as an every day’s experience shall evince to them to 
have a foundation in Nature. Moral precepts might be necessary and 
useful, but even morality might, in my opinion, be taught much better 
hy example than by precept. Therefore, I would say that the books 
of children had better be filled with scientific subjects than with 
taoral precepts, aS the former are infinite and cannot be too early 
entered upon, or too closely studied, whilst the latter might be 
comprised in a few expressions, and taught better, and with more 
impression, by colloquy and example, than in lessons for reading and 
writing. However, lessons on moral virtue might be most appropriately 
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mixed up with lessons on scientific subjects. They lead to one common 
end—the happiness and welfare of the human race in society. . 


I would also banish from our schools Homer, Hesiod, Horace, Ovid, 
and Virgil, and every volume that makes the least allusion to the 
mythologies of Greece or Rome, or any other part of what have been 
called the Pagan mythologies. If such books are amusing or instructive 
in ancient history, it will be time enough to read them after having 
_gone through a scholastic education. They should make no part of 
the school routine. I do not here mean to dispute the propriety of 
children being taught the dead languages, although I must confess 
that I consider them no further useful than to teach the etymology 
of our own language. Paine, Franklin, and Cobbett are powerful 
instances that they are by no means essential to an enlarged mind. 


I would even exclude all historical subjects from our schools, as 
yery little of what is left us can be relied on as true, and such as is 
irue is of very little consequence to a rising generation. However far 
it might be useful in the shape of example, or amusing or instructive 
to grown persons, it forms but a waste of time with children at school. 
General history is but ill adapted to correct the bad or stimulate the 
better passions of mankind. It displays scarce anything but the 
ignorance and brutality, the massacres and superstitions, which have 
been so common to mankind hitherto. It is rare indeed to find a 
sketch of a virtuous character. 

In teaching geography it is by no means necessary to describe the 
ancient division of the earth into empires, kingdoms, principalities. 
ete. or the customs of their former several inhabitants, as they have 
been subject to a continual change, to trace which serves but to distract 
the mind without filling it with any useful information; it would be 
sufficient for all purposes in studying this science to become acquainted 
with the present divisions of the earth, and the present customs, 
manners, and distinctions of its inhabitants. The same rule applies 
to astronomy. It is by no means necessary, but as a matter of 
curiosity, to trace and study its history; it is sufficient to acquire all 
the present information that can be obtained in that science, and te 
stand prepared to make further discoveries or to receive the discoveries 
of others. 


In natural history what a vast field is open, wherein 
“To teach the young idea how to shoot.” 


Here everything, both in the animal and vegetable world, which comes 
under the every-day observation of the child, or even the grown person, 
might be familiarly described and explained in our school-books by 
a regular classification and arrangement. By such a system of 
education ag this the youth would instinctively and involuntarily read 
a useful lesson in every object that came within his view; his mind 
would be incessantly led to a contemplation of Nature, a knowledge 
of which can alone lead n man to true and substantial happiness 
No part of matter would then escape the scrutinising disposition of 
man; he would explore the ocean and the rivers, the mountain and 
the valley, the forest and the plain, the bowels of the earth and its 
atsmophere, and even the surface and atmosphere of other orbs to 
gratify his scientific and laudable insatiate curiosity. The blade of 
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grass, the leat, the tree, its fruit, the flower-bed with all its vivid 
tints and animating effluvia, with all the infinite variety both in the 
vegetable and animal world, would alike form matter for his scientific 
yesearch, and objects for him to explore. Here in contemplating the 
stupendous organisation which constitutes animal and vegetable life 
jn Nature’s infinite variety, all varying, yet all connected by one 
common link, operating by one common cause, and to one common 
end, a successive production and decay, decay and production, the 
human mind might find an exercise as infinite, and have ideas stirred 
up equally stupendous. I cannot help exclaiming: This is the path 
oft Nature; tread here, O man! and be happy. 

The works of Nature, though infinite, are strictly analogous, and 
human reason is produced by the same laws as every other natural 
product. The culture of the mind, by which human reason is produced, 
hears a strict analogy to the culture of the soil, by which we subsist. 
in each Nature will produce to a certain degree, but the aid of art is 
necessary to produce a sufficiency, and to reach refinement and 
perfection. It is, therefore, of the utmost importance that we begin 
right, that all the ideas of our infaney and youth be founded on Nature, 
and that the poisonous effusions of priestcraft be carefully weeded, 
and kept from our minds. 

The children or the man might here learn that the organisation of 
the vegetable is not less stupendous than: that of the animal—that 
the life and the death of the vegetable is as near alike the life and 
death of the animal as that the life and the death of any two animals 
of a different species are alike each other; that there are animal- 
vegetables and yegetable-animals, or living substances, in life and 
vegetation, that partake both of the properties of animals and 
vegetables; that ‘this is an evident link between animals and yegetables 
which unites them in the great chain of Nature; that they exist by 
the same cause, for the same purpose, and to the same effect. He 
might also learn that the organisation ef the smallest insect and 
animalule is equally stupendous with the organisation of man 
himself; that it is alone from a peculiar organisation that the different 
animals have the power of uttering so many different sounds, and 
that man is indebted to the power of uttering a greater variety of 
sounds for his gift of speech, and for a greater degree of reason, 
than any other animal possesses, as its consequent. Let the child, or 
the man even. be taught to reason in this manner, and he will soon 
feel himself humbled into his proper sphere in the scale of Nature. 
He will leave off all the mad tricks which now daily and hourly occupy 
his time; he will occupy his time by a self and social improvement; 
and he will perceive that 2 study of science can alone lead him to 
true happiness. 
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(1820.) 


After a delay of more than a twelve-month, this individual (Sandt} 
has suffered the sentence of the law by decapitation with a sabre, 
which we suppose te be the common mode of execution in Germany. 

The fate of Sandt has excited much interest throughout Europe. 
His youth, his situation in life as a student in a university, the cause 
of killing Kotzebue, his intrepid manner of doing it, his disinterested- 
ness, and lastly, his attempt on ‘his own life, rather than fall by the 
hand of an executioner, have combined as so many circumstances to 
excite an interest and a sympathy towards him which was never felt 
towards any other individual in a similar situation. 


It is evident that numbers of the German students have identified 
themselves with his cause, and although they had not a sufficient power 
to stay the hand of the executioner, still they expressed their 
approbation and adimiration of the deed of Sandt, and his whole 
conduct. Many of them dipped their handkerchiefs in his blood, and 
were eager to obtain locks of his hair. The chair in which he sat 
whilst he suffered decapitation was purchased at the price of six 
louis: dors. 

Sandt played the martyr in the firmest manner, and declared that 
in the deed which had brought him on the scaffold to die, he had no 
other motive than the welfare of his country. If he had never said 
this, the world would have given him credit for it; for he had no 
knowledge of the individual whom he slew, further than from his 
writings, which he considered to be inimical to the true interest of 
Germany. It was commonly known that Kotzebue was a hired agent 
of the despots of Europe, to endeavour to stem the torrent of 
knowledge that had gone abroad, and turn the dispositions of the 
people into the old channel of brutality and slavery. A body of 
students, of whom Sandt was one, had had frequent consultations on 
the writings of this man, and the enthusiasm of Sandt led him to 
the deed for which he suffered. There was no proof whatever of the 
idle story which was circulated, that they cast lots which should put 
him to death. Such an act would have made them all accomplices. 
Sandt took the only sure and effectual way of accomplishing his desiresl 
by doing it with his own hand, and without letting the left hand know 
what he intended the right hand should do. He regretted the attempt 
on his own life, after considering it, and declared that he should think 
it more noble and fitting to make his exit on a scaffold. 


We cannot express any abhorrence at this transaction; such lessons 
are- of the first importance both to tyrants and their slavish 
instruments. We, like others, feel a deep impression from the first 
narrative of such a circumstance, but it soon subsides into. a historical 
feeling, and we are instinctively compelled to applaud the motive and 
the deed, as if it happened a thousand years hence. But it 
unfortunately happens that tyrants are the last men to take lessons 
from example and history; their ambition impels them to go on; 
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they are actuated by feelings similar to the conmon robber, who has 
often felt himself enriched by his booty. and doubts not but that he 
shall be equally successful in the next attempt. He thus goes on frou 
time to time until the hand of justice and oppressed innocence arrests 
his course, and he is ouly convinced of former misconduct by the near 
and certain approach of death. 

The name of Sandt will in future be expressed in Germany with a 
sigh, and the name of Kotzebue with disgust. The history of passing 
events will be sure to be impartial to the future reader; the capability 
of writing history is not now, as formerly, confined to one individual 
in an age: almost every man now records his opinions on the events 
of the day. 


POLITICAL PRAYER BOOK 


“The Order for the Administration of the Loaves and Fishes; or 
The Communion of Corruption’s Host.—Translated from an original 
Greek Manuscript, lately discovered in the neighbourhood of a certain: 
Den of Thieves in Westminster.—London: Printed and Published by 
R, Carlile, late of Law’s Hold, in the County of Surrey, but now of 
183, Fleet Street; and sold by those who are not afraid of incurring 
the displeasure of His Majesty’s Ministers, their Spies ov Informers, 
or public plunderers of any denomination.—1817.” 


THE ORDER, &e., &e. 
So many as intend to be partakers of the Loaves and Fishes, shall 


signify their names to the Chief Minister, at least some days before the 
meeting of Parliament, 


And if any of these be an open-hearted and upright character, or 
have done any wrong to the people, by word or deed, so that he be 
not like unto the Host of Corruption; the Minister having knowledge 
thereof, shall call him, and advertise him, that in anywise he shall 
presume not to be a partaker of the Loaves and Fishes, until he has 
openly declared himself to have truly repented and amended his 
former naughty life, that Corruption’s Host may thereby be satisfied, 
which before were offended; and that he hath recompensed the parties 
by declaring himself to be in readiness so to do, as soon as he 
vonveniently may. 

The same order shall the Minister use with those betwixt whom 
he perceiveth malice and hatred to reign; not suffering them to be 
partakers of the Loaves and Fishes until he .know them to be 
reconciled, And if one of the parties so at variance be content te 
forgive, from the bottom of his heart, all that the other has trespassed 
ugdinst him, and to make amends for that he himself hath offended ; 
und the other party will not be persuaded to a Ministerial unity, but 
remain still in frowardness and the Opposition; The Minister in that 
case. ought to permit the penitent person to a share of the plunder, 
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and not him that is obstinate. Provided that every Minister so 
repelling any, a8 is specified in this or the next precedent paragraph 
of this Rubrick, shall be obliged to give an account of the same to the 
Cabinet, within fourteen days after at the farthest. And the Cabinet 
shall prevent the offending person from receiving either Sinecure, 
Pension or Place of Profit. 


The Table at the Cabinet dinner having a fair white damask eloth 
upon it, shall be covered with every luxury the earth produceth, and 
all Members to be there invited shall accede to the foregoing rules, 
at least seven days before the opening of Parliament; there to hear 
repeated the Regent's Speech and Address thereon, and to rehearse 
the debates that shall be made on the said Speech and Address, also 
to be well acquainted with the amendment that shall be proposed by 
Corruption’s best allies, the Whigs. Dinner being over, the Minister 
‘at the head of the table shall first repeat the Regent’s Speech as 
followeth :— 


We lament that our Father is still secluded, hallowed be thy name, 
Our kingdom come, our will be doue in France and Treland, as it is in 
Great Britain. Give us this year our women and wine, and forgive 
us our debts, that we may be enabled to satisfy those to whom we 
are indebted. Aud lead us not into danger, put deliver us from the 
disaffected. Amen. 


THE ADDRESS. 


High and mighty Prince, unto whom our hearts are open, our desires 
‘known, and from whom our secrets are not hid, gratify the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of thy goodly Places and Pensions, 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy name; 
through the mediation of Castlereagh our Chief.—Amen. 


Then shall the minister, turning to the Host, rehearse, distinctly, 
ak the Ten CoarmanpMEents; and the Hosz, sitting open-mouthed, shall, 
after every Commandment, ask the Prince mercy for their trans- 
gression thereof for the time past, and a Pension to keep the same 
for the time to come, as followeth :— 


Ministers,. The Prince spake these words, and said, I am the Prince 
thy Ruler; thou shall seek no other Prince but me. 


Hosts: O Ministers, place a Pension upon us, that will ineline our 
hearts to keep this Jaw. 


Ministers: Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image of 
Bonaparte, nor a caricature likewise of anything belonging to the 
eourt or its Minions, ‘Thou shalt not express pleasure at seeing them 
in the houses of others; for I the Prince thy Ruler as a jealous 
Prince, and intend to protract the wretchedness of the Fathers upon 
the Children, unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate 
me, and to extend sinecure offices and pensions unto thousands in 
them that love me, and keep my commandments. 


Host: O Ministers, be lavish upon us, and ineline our hearts to 
keep this law. 
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Minister ; Thou shalt not expose the name or character of the Prince 
thy Ruler to contempt, for the Prince will not hold him guiltless, that 
speaketh disrespectf{ully of him. 

Host: O Ministers procure us a title, to incline our hearts to keep 
this law. 

Vinister : Remember that thou attend the division; at all other times 
thou mayest be absent, and do that thou hast to do, but to be in the 
division is thy duty to the Prince. In it thou shalt do as the Minister 
doth, for his majority compensates for his want of ability, and 
-enableth him to create, or destroy; to suspend the laws, or enact new 
ones; to keep a large Army to stifle the cries of the hungry, to use 
‘the bayonet, instead of granting Reform; wherefore the Minister 
blesseth the majority and sanctifieth it. 

Host: O Ministers withhold not our Pensions, but incline our hearts 
-to keep this law. 

Minister: Honour the Regent and Lord Castlereagh, that thy seat 
may be long in the Parliament, which the Boroughmonger hath sold 
‘to thee. 

Host: O Ministers bestow your gifts upon us, and incline our hearts 
‘to keep this law. 

Minister: Thou shalt not say that a Prince or a Dtxe hath 
-colnmitted MurRpER. 

Host: O ye Princes and Dukes be gracious unto. us, and incline our 
hearts to set aside the law. 

Minister : Thou shalt not say the Prince committeth adultery. 

Host: O Prince be gracious unto us, and incline our hearts to 
pervert the law. 

Minister: Thou shalt not hesitate to procure false witnesses against 
“those whom we fear. 

Host: O Ministers be mindful of us, and incline our hearts to keep 
“this law. 

Minister: Thou shalt not covet the company of Reformers, nor be 
with them, nor consent to any of their ways, nor be with their wives 
-or servants, or any thing that is theirs. 

Host: O Minister by the continuance of our Places, our Pensions, 
and our Sinecures, write all these thy laws in our hearts we beseech 
“thee. 

Then shall follow .the Collect for the Ministvy belonging to the 
House of Lords. 

Let us Pray. 


Mighty Prince whose kingdom may not be lasting; whose power is 
finite; Have merey upon the whole Host; and be so ruled by the 
chosen servants, Liverpool, Sidmouth, Hldon, and their associates, that 
they (knowing whose Ministers they are) may above all things 


-agerandize themselves and dependents; and that we (duly considering 


nnder whose authority we are) may faithfully serve, honour, and 
humbly obey them, in yiew of, and hoping for further benefits, 
according to thy word and ordinance; through Castlereagh our 
‘Chief. Amen. 
A Collect for those of the Ministry of the House of Commons. 
Mighty and lasting Prince, we are taught by thy conduct that the 
hearts of Princes are at the disposal of the Ministers, and that thou 
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dost dispose and turn thine as it seemeth best to their goodly wisdom = 
We humbly beseech thee so to continue thy condescension to Coie 
reagh, Vansittart, and their associates, that in all their thoughts,. 
words, and actions, ‘they may ever seek their own honour and glory. 
and study to preserve us committed to their charge, in wealth, peace. 
and goodliness: through Castlereagh our Chief. Amen. 


Here endeth the Orver for the ADMINISTRATION of the Loaves and 
FISHES. 


SIMPLICITY 
(1818.) 


Simplicity has been avoided by Prophets, Kings, Priests, TERS 
and Knaves of every description, from the earliest period of eye Take 
history down to the present time. The Prophets (or rather the gai 
of old gulled the People of their day with flights of imagination, SU} 
set them as predictions of future events; they were then received as 
sacred by the ignorant and uninformed, and are still held the same- 
unto the present day by knavery on the one side and ignorance on 
the other. Those predictions were generally the effect of tyranny or 
yevenge, as it appears evident in the earlier ages, as in the present 
moment, any individual who had the discernment to discover, and wis 
courage to point out, any acts of oppression in the ruling power was. 
sure to become the subject of its persecution or its victim. ; The 
consequence of which was that everyone that saw the necessity of 
exposing to the community the injustice and oppressive measures of 
the ruling power found himself obliged to have recourse to signs. and 
hieroglyphics to preserve his own life; these have been misconstrued, 
aud are even blindly resorted to, as applicable to the present or even. 
future times. 

Simplicity has been avoided by kings, as every person of that 
description must have felt himself a dead weight and a useless animal’ 
to the State which he pretends to govern. He, therefore, finds it 
necessary to set himself up as something more than simple man; he- 
is first to be considered sacred; then we are taught to conceive that 
there is a mystery attending his character, and, next, that 
there is an importance of considerable magnitude attached’ 
to his office; we are requested to believe everything but that which 
he is, that is, the tool and plaything of a set of miscreants, by whose: 
name and pretended sacred authority they inflict penury, famine, and 
misery on a majority of a people, whilst they wallow in lnxury,. 
debauchery, and idleness, fancying themselves beings of a pune UL OL: 
order, uplifted with self-conceit, they spurn at reason, and say, “tT 
have no need of thee,” whilst their intellects, plunted with depravity, 
and debased with an unusual pride, are often sunk below the lowest 
of the community. The robber that inhabited the woods was By 
respectable character when contrasted with the robber whose dwelling. 

is in the aventes of a court, 
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Simplicity has been avoided by priests of every age and every 
dlescription ; ambiguity, mystery, falsehood are the only weapons they 
cause to extract their part of the public plunder. Priesthood and 
falsehood are synonymous. They have not deviated in character from 
their origin to the present time; they are (speaking collectively) 
everywhere, and at all times the same, the traducers of virtue, the 
abetters of vice, the chief cause of. crime, and the defenders of corrup- 
‘tion, They engender hatred and malice. They preach peace with their 
‘lips, whilst their hearts are prone to war and misery. Priesteraft is 
in its effects more to be dreaded than kKingraft, although they are 
‘general companions. Were it possible to find a virtuous king, we 
‘should see him encircle himself with virtuous counsellors, and whilst 
‘this lasted affairs might be prosperous; but a virtuous priest is lost 
‘in the mass of depravity which the priesthood exhibits. He is covered 
with shame by the conduct of the fraternity. His efforts to improve 
‘them are yain; reproof is lost, and reformation impracticable. The 
‘general doctrine of these drones is so opposite to their own conduci 
that the plainest understanding might charge them with hypocrisy. 
They prate on the necessity of morality and virtue, and immediately 
resort to vice, conscious of the impropriety of their conduct. Whenever 
reproved on this point they reply, “Observe my doctrines but not my 
actions.” Whenever mankind shali make simplicity their study, they 


‘will soon rid themselves of these grievous and ponderous burthens, 


which they now so tamely bear; haying suffered their minds to be 
perplexed with the mystery of divine rights, divine laws, and many 
other divinities, they bear a strong prejudice towards the law of 
nature, and its simplicity; and this can only be accounted for by the 
imigchievous bigotry which the priests endeavour, and too far succeed 


‘in, impressing on their minds, and instilling into their habits; so that 


religion, instead of ameliorating the condition of manknd, has rendered 
them ferocious and brutal, servile and base; they are required to 
helieve that which they cannot comprehend, and to reject that which 
is comprehensible as improper and dangerous. These are the effects 
of priestcraft! These are the effects of rejecting that simplicity which 
the plainest understanding, the uneducated and the uninformed. 
inight easily understand. 

We shall find in every age that mystery on the part of men in power 
has always been a ;cloak for misrule, and as in private life when a man 
abandons the path of honesty, so it is in public life when a Government 
or body of men diguise their procgedings in language which cannot 
be understood by the mass of mankind; the consequence of this is that 
ignorance is placed at the discretion of licentious power, and a road 
is opened for the indiscriminate exercise of despotism, robbery, and all 
that degrades and disgraces society. 
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IRELAND 


(1825.) 

eland by the the English Government 
n tree, in its season of foliage, and the 
mers and propose an amendment, to- 
a leaf, or in their more daring 


The tyranby practised on Ir 
may be compared to ‘a full-grow 
men who call themselves Refor 
men, wio can be jneessantly plucking 
efforts, a branch of this tree of tyranny ; put, who are as much horrified, 
as the tyrants themselves, at the thought of taking it up by the roots. 
and destroying the whole, roots, trunk, branches, and leaves. 

Ireland, including government, people and all, is rotten to her very 
core, and nothing will seriously benefit her that does not root up 
every part of the system that degrades ‘her, which may be prought 
under two heads, that of government and that of religion ; her external 


and her internal government. Her internal government, or that of 
religion, is altogether as tyrannical and injurious to her welfare as 
her external government, or the tyranny of the English Government 


ever her. 
In speaking of her internal governnient TI do not confine myself to 
the Catholic Religion. The Protestant Religion of Ireland is as bad. 
sally degrading, 


olic Religion, equally persecuting, equ 

equally pernicious to the minds of its followers. T am for rooting up 
both. Let Ireland be independent, let her abolish all established. 
religion, let her Churches and Church property be applied to the purpose 
of seminaries for useful knowledge, let her begin to build ships, to: 
trade freely for her own benefit, and to reap for her own use the 
produce of her cultivated soil, and then her people will pegin to be 
civilized. JI use not the term civilized with any offensive application 
to her past or present condition; for, J maintain it jis as a great 
political axiom, that religion and civilisation cannot unite. Civilisation 
expresses a state that has emerged from a4 higher state of ignorance, 
and religion, in any shape or character, expresses the highest state of 
ignorance, a state of ignorance in which the wild man of the woods 
is happily not involved; a state of ignorance, or mischievous delusion,. 
from which happily all other animals are free; an intemperance which 
they avoid, with the same care as they avoid those jntemperances of 
the appetite and passions, which are corfined to mankind. Man may 
pe rationally viewed as the least civilised of all animals; the tyrant 


of all and of himself. - 
Many Englishmen suppose, and the Bnglish Government acts upon 


the principle, that if Ireland were free and independent, she would. 
pecome the rival of this island and be a source of perpetual war. if 
Treland were governed by such a King and Aristocracy as govern. 
England, it probably would be the case; put, if Treland were & 
Republic, if her legislature and her executive were really composed 


of men elected and the representatives of the people, there would be 

no danger of rivalry and war. You will never find such a government 

as that of the United States of America the first to. declare war. it 

will see no benefit in war, but as a matter of self-defenee ; and whenever 

go entered upon, it will be a national war. If Britain and Treland 

were two well-constituted Republics, there would be no. war among 
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them. If they were two distinct 
care Gane c j monarchies, the a ree 
the game a eek SaaS aa the Sonate 2) 
eal aie not of the many. Universal peace en Hs 
Peanstablishtient: of ts olition of all monarchial governments and 
over in America, And. Mee amie. - is (eee sec here to spread 
of the ; = , not to be endur : 
Pace os snout jhete exist. One which pied be Aohaand en 
ee ee the slavery of Ireland is that, if mae 
Meee iin? Goreme bites would intrigue with her against Pr ie 
toi Sntrigté oe Hs: where all authority springs from the Pos 
ee stbily nated ; is no channel for intrigue. Political intri om 
Monarchy: ‘Tn ae 0 TAOIST 5 and espionage can only exist ay 
ill’ “as they fal eee aes a cn the Continent pabrdes 
men; but, i as » intrigue wit i ial 
would marathi otc a been | eagten nae Republic, ist ln sae 
bf Ireland, ala 3 : ou Seeds oe England would be ‘the reine 
pecre li ercourse. They wi ee 
on Minis: People than they now are. misao ce er 
WOM ociines the ark ee which is now called a union is at real 
Pe ag. the sem ee Hee ee union of bonds; the anise 
slave. fe oe - of death i f 
be Pees aig ne all such unions. In this eae, nae aera 
Pemncipation Seas and every sensible man will join. ei 
wants, She wants ee taatters of religion is not what Irela 
eee ene ee from all religion, and from all exte ae 
Meridibnt raise u y wish her the one without the other; f 8 
| es sree. set of hungry men to prey upon her. oe wat 
Mocks and wish re charge of the Roman Catholic Bisho| ey 
BOR wrist, success t em success. No honest “sensible and itd : ” 
Pepse'in thetr pow o a set of men who claim the right to ae 
fo those in their power what books they shall read, reifasnens, tee ate 
|e ae any monarchical or aristocratical genta ranny 
fathers, papas, and ind Tike infants. All that nonsense ae ‘h ft 
who can read ent x ate must be abolished. The man is a ane 
one Xavocete. sh eat, it. Let Mr Cobbett, or any other wot Fr 
should exist, any Rieke ae pene pert pe anything called paltghee 
Reaaniiace unde: oe an should b i te 
Me re he man. Let Mr Cobbett ao Came roe 
Merestlof mankind. se of the Catholics; he will serve the common: 
The evi 
of EE aisrensh seat na a as deeply internal as external, It is sai 
Paine’s Age of Reason was once one of an association to cire aie 
The only good thin; ears, the Irish Catholics. If so, it was stout 
NE re ie ae ne, eoneh that Beideniny to: hi 
oe ae e Trish Catholics want is a reading ttt ne 
here is nothing Pert and not the writings of William Cobb ne 
rice rg ene OF Willem, Cobbett th ita 
in politics is ce as SHOR a people as the Irish. His master oft ef 
are not matters in Leh money and the funding system: but eee 
mutters of agriculture nS the Irish want immediate instruction Th 
lo enjoy their produce ans iy ciate a Ree alee red want 
need ! 2 ‘ é 
ant’great politieal lessons on sR ae Aan ie y ant 
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to be taught that.all men are or ought to be equal, that BS, nee 
kings, and an aristocracy, are alike burthensome to them; and ae 

to get rid of one, or two, without the whole trinity, will bring to a 
‘but little if any good. This is the sort of teaching that Irish Cena cs 
want, and towards this state of knowledge, their holy ae the 
Priests, are just as inimical, as Eldon and Feel and Gou ad 
Sending to them the writings of Mr Cobbett is just like Sane ae 
bibles, prayer, and extreme unction, when they wart food, and clothing, 
and shelter from atmospherical inclemencies. 

~ we works of Thomas Paine are the proper works to be read by 
the Irish Catholics. In them they will first be taught how the 
inhabitants of the American colonies threw off their dependence and 
conquered their independence; keeping nothing but nse in 
view after the publication of “ Common Sense.” That wie mee 
“Common Sense” for the American Colonists will now apply it Fe 
equal force to Ireland. In the works of Paine they will see. the who a 
inachinery of government taken abroad, piece by piece, and madi 

intelligible, in its every purpose, to the lowest eapacity. And yak is 
of more importance, in his Theological Works, the Catholic will see 
how burthensome and useless religion of any kind is to them. But 
if a copy of the whole of the works of Mr Cobbett, beginning with a 
beginnings in America and ending with his Roman. Catholic effor = 
were given to every Catholic in Ireland, all that would be gained beyou 

confusion of mind would be contempt for the writer. Taking Cobbett 
by piece meal, his writings will find admirers among all Classes, from 
the readers of John Bull, that imitation of Peter Porcupine, up to 
the admirers of Paine; but, take his writings as a’ whole, and the 
mind must be depraved indeed that cannot feel contempt or pity fas 
the writer. Yet, as no Man can ealculate upon him, and. as he has 
not resolution enough to ealculate upon himself, there is BIO. RN 
what good or what evil he will do roe he dies. I hope for good; 

means place any confidence in im. 

aes BG iti the history of Ireland must see that the present 
excitement of the Catholics will be but momentary, and (Bares nothing 
effectual will be gained until independence of the British Cuca 
be gained. Catholic emancipation is all a delusion. The Protestant 
Church makes a part of the British Government, and the one will be 
maintained with the other. Remove the Protestant Church and Ireland 
will immediately assert her independence, and wisely too. I am not 
‘base enough to advocate even the tyranny of the British Government. 
Nor do I wish to see war between any nations where LRG ENED 
can be carried on without it. I am not base enough to write mye yl 
down a “dutiful subject’? to any king; and look upon him but as ie 
Jow-minded man, who prides himself in ‘having worn, or in ein! 
or who. cannot remove from his mind, the royal _livery a : : 
degradations. Ireland wants Thomas Paine and not William Cobbett. 
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(From The Lion, January + to June 27, 1828.) 


The King has done another kind act towards the country in showing 
that his system of government requires not, in its management, the 
power of intellectual talent. In placing the chief soldier at the head 
of the Treasury, and making him chief of the political affairs of the 
vountry, We have the naked admission that the power of the sword, 
and not the power of the mind, is the essential wherewith to support 
the present system of things. 

We have long looked at all the royal and ministerial and parlia- 
mentary speeches as balderdash and meaningless, compared with the 
army. We haye seen that which others have seen, and that which 
others will see, that for any useful purpose to the country, the King, 
instead of with the whigs and tories, or his present prime minister, 
wight as well have filled up an administration with the present officers 
of the Life Guards. The army is the last resource of the system, and 
the only enemy that is feared is the debt, and a decreasing revenue. 

Te interesting point of the last week in Parliament has been the 
explanation of the ius and oués about the late ministerial changes ; 
und the more explanations we get, the more politically contemptible 
do ull the parties concerned appear. 

It seems ay if it were unlawful to utter a sentence in the House of 
Commons, unless it can be shown that some former member had said 
or done something of the kind. Their principle of legislation is 
truckled along upon the “ gocart of prejudice;’ and the yeneration 
for antique childhood seems to forbid every approach to manhood! 
Lhe constitution in @yareh and state, and those who are constituted 
its protectors, appear to be incorrigible, and to be proof against all 
sound principles. he building must fall before a better can be built 
in its stead. It cannot be repaired to any useful purpose. 

\e were in the House of Commons on Tuesday night last, as political 
=pies. to spy out the nakedness of the legislative land. More than 
one-half of the evening was occupied in a detail, by petition, of the 
distresses of the country. Our inipressions were, on observing 
tle presentation of all these petitions ubout distre an inquisition 
us to their origin and foundation, Whence, thought we, but from the 
constitution of this House, jointly with that of the House of Lords. 
‘un originate the cause of all these distresses? Hach of those 
sentlemen who received petitions from the many thousand distressed 
people of the country, went, from the slight and trifling consideration 
oF those petitions, from that House to a home that was comparatively 
ad splendid palace, in relation to the huts and hovels, and foul chambers, 
er no waunbers, of the distressed petitioners. Are these a class of 
ten, thus constituted as a legislative body, thought we, to take into 
Proper consideration, and properly to feel for the distresses of which 
they talk. but fer the remedy of which they do nething, because they 

“av ilo nothing without lessening their inunediate advantages? No 
xe thought, and we speak it, thet the cause of all tie distresses 
feentioned wus in the House of Commons itself, as an imperfect 


legislature. . Every petition setting forth distress was, in fact, the 
reception of a written reproach on that House, 
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THE ARMED FORCES | 
(1820.). 


An obstinate army, is a very awkward machine to direct and keep 
in motion. It is a monster that has often destroyed its keepers. ‘His 
Royal Highness must not depend too much upon the high character 
of his army. They are men. They are men whose friends and relatives 
are inyolved in the general wreck and suffering. They correspond 
with their friends and they must feel with their friends, Whatever 
change takes place in a government, the soldier loses nothing by it. 
If he has a choice of masters, he will follow that which holds out 
the greatest future benefit to him, partiewlarly if the prospect be-not 
clouded. 

We are firmly of opinion, that if ever a formidable insurrection 
takes place in this country amongst the inhabitants, so that the 
military can see themselves secure in joining it, they are quite ready 
to do it. It is not to be expected that men, in such a state of 
subordination and discipline as the military of this country are,” 
should risk their lives to no purpose to support every little mob or 
squabble that occurs. 

It is well known that the troops in London, particularily the Horse 
Guards, have been of late pampered and caressed, like the Pretorian 
Guards at Rome were, in the decline of that Wmpire. The soldiers. 
begin to feel that the Government has no support from the good wishes 
of the people, and is entirely dependent on their sabres and bayonets. 
—they will consequently grow insolent, and very soon show the 
Government that they are independent of it, because the people will 
be ever ready to receive them with open arms. This has been the 
common downfall of all governments that have sought protection from 
an army, to keep down the people in want and wretchedness. This: 
must be the fate of the Wnglish Goyernment, if it continues to be what 
it is at present; and the time cannot be far distant when that downfall 
must inevitably occur, as the sure effect of past and present causes. 


CRIMES AND JURIES 
(1820.) 


The much boasted laws of England are not now the terror of the 
guilty, they are become a mere trap for the incautious and unwary. 
Our police establishments have grown into nurseries of crime; the 
persons employed in them are preferred in proportion to their abilities: 
to instigate and to lay the snare for the innocent, The whole system 
of government is corrupt, from the monarch to its meanest instruments: 
and the chunch system teo much resembles it from the primate to. 
the grave-digger. The whole stable issues forth such a stench that 
is intolerable; and it will become more than the work of a day to- 
cleanse it. Prepare. your brooms, fellow countrymen, make them of 
the toughest birch, and you shall finally succeed. 
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CRIMES AND JURLES 


The trial by jury has become,a farce, and worse than a farce where 
the judge is the arbiter, because the name of a jury makes the 
prosecutor and judge more severe than they would be without one. 
The punishment which follows the verdict of a Jury is supposed to 
be the punishment inflicted by that jury, but when there is no jury 
in question, the judge alone stands responsible for his conduct. 

The origin of the trial by jury was, in this country, among our 
Saxon ancestors; and its object was, that a man accused of a crime 
should be tried by a jury chosen out of the same hundred in which 
he dwelt, that is, from among: his neighbours, who could best judge 
of his guilt and intention by his former course of life. To be sure 
men, unless they were soldiers, were not in the habit of travelling in 
those days as they are now; they seldom moved out of the hundred in 
which they were born. But now the plan of forming a jury is to 
select such men as are entire strangers to your private character, and 
avowedly hostile to your public opinions; go that a defendant on a 
political question has no chance of acquittal, at least out of London. 


There is one satisfaction to a defendant in this case, and that ig 
that neither the prosecutor, the judge, nor the public, have any idea 
of crime, although the word is necessarily implied, so as to bring that 
imposing bugbear, the common law, to bear upon him. 


Still, in an abstract point of view, a defendant on a political question, 
if convicted, can only be considered a prisoner of war. It by no means 
impeaches his moral character, and when the period of his imiprison- 
ment expires, he joing his former circle, rather as an object of respect, 
than contempt. f 

Tt is folly in legislative or judicial proceedings to send a man to 
prison, unless you can convince him that his past conduct has been 
moraliy wrong. In this latter case a prison might reform him. At 
least it forms a punishment to the mind of the individual. But for 
my own part, I have no idea of crime. I feel nothing as a punishment, 
and I pass my time as cheerfully here as I ever did before. 


There are many things that I was wont to enjoy which the reguia- 
tions of this prison preclude me from. Still I might gay on the other 
hand, that I enjoy that solitude which is scarcely attainable elsewhere, 
and by the company and assistance of useful books, and by those 
well-timed reflections which I now enjoy, there are moments at which 
I feel delighted with my situation, convinced that it will be highly 
advantageouy to my future career in life. 


COPY OF A LETTER SENT TO THE KING, 
CARLTON PALACE 


Dorchester Gaol, Feb. 1, 1825. 


Sir, 

The principles of Materialism teach not only the equality of 
mnankind, but of all animals; showing that their beginning and their 
end are precisely the same; they differ only in amount of pleasure 
ov pain in passing through life. The Bible is famous for calling upon 
us to limmble ourselves before an idol; put how much better are we 
taught to carry ourselves Jewly and morally when the highest state 
of human knowledge places Us on a level with every animal that lives 
and breathes? That every kind of religion has failed in teaching 
man to walk lowly and morally, all history, and our own experience, 
proclaims. The ridiculous distinctions made in society, where 
is no Cistinction in talent or yirtue, are partly the work of religion, 
and will assuredly be laughed down in another century. This nation 
is becoming a nation of philosophers, as well as of shopkeepers, and 
will very soon require to have an administration of philosophers at 
the helm of affairs; and, if a King, or President, a philosophical, an 
eleciad, King or President; one worthy to represent them in inlent 


and virtue. 


You, Sir, liave credit among Us for a tolerable share of knowled 
put bitherto the Wings of England, indeed, we may inciude these 
throughout the continent of Europe, instead of representing the talent 
of the people, have been more like the People’s Fools; things set up 
to be humoured and jaughed at; only a dear price has been paid for 
keeping them. and they have been allowed to play such pranks as 
Haye done 2 deal of mischief, and have bred a deal of pain. 


There is an admirable change pervading the ranks of industry, and 
it will go on to overwhelm whatever is ridiculous in the social 
institutions. We shall break the chaing of those customs which our 
inferior ancestors have imposed upon Us, and learn that they were 
not wise, that they are not worthy of our veneration. 


T counsel you, Sir, to prepare for, and, in some measure, to anticipate 


these changes, 
And remain, your prisoner, 


‘RICHARD CARLIL 


- 
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A KING’S SPEECH ANALYSED 
(May 5, 1820.) 


«*My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“YT have taken the earliest occasion of assembling you here, after having 
recurred to the’ sense of my people.’’ 

Tf this speech was to be considered as a criterion of the abilities 
of the king and his ministers, we should proclaim them altogether 
deficient and inadequate to the high offices they fill: but, as we know 
that they have a bad and rotten cause to support, we might, rather 
wonder how they can find words wherewith to cover their nefarious 
purposes, than that it should be deficient in grammatical accuracy 
and blundering misrepresentations. As the king of England can do 
no wrong, we, of course, must prestume that he can do nothing, because 
this speech is wrong both in promise and inference, promise and 
performance. AS a. matter of course and courtesy, we must receive / 
it as the speech of the king’s ministers, and consider the king only 
as a mechanical automaton made to pronounce if. The king is told 
to say that he has taken the earliest occasion of assembling the 
Parliament. The strict definition of occasion is @ cause or casualty, 
and cannot, in such an instance as the above, be properly substituted 
for opportunity. This is not the only objection to the first paragraph. 
The king is very improperly made to say that he has assembled them 
after having recurred to the sense of his people. What people? Surely 
his majesty cannot mean the people of England, the majority of whom 
have nothing more to do with choosing the Parliament than the people 
of Greenland. Mr Canning must have written this paragraph, and, 
of course, it implies the people of Gatton, the people of Old Sarum, 
the people of Grampound, and other villages in, Cornwall, and the 
people who are willing to submit to bribes and pensions, und sell the 
interest of the majority. This we know to be Mr Canning’s character 
and his definition of the people. 

‘In meeting you personally for the first time since the death of my beloved 
father, I am anxious to assure you that J shall always continue to imitate his 
great example in unceasing attention to the public interests, and in paternal 
solicitude for the welfare and happiness of all classes of my subjects.’’ 

God forbid that ever any other king, who might reign in this country, 
should imitate the example of George the ‘Phird. What, are we To 
have nothing but foreign war and domestic misery and distres' Phis 
must be the ease if the example of George the Third be imitated. 
Another such a reign as that of George the Third would starve three- 
fourths of the population, ‘The result of his reign has been that a 
majority of the people see no mens of subsistence in the country. 
and are anxious to emigrate if they can find the means. If this he 
a paternal solicitude, may we never want such a father. 


Von have received from Foreign Powers renewed assurance of their: friendly’ 
disposition, and of their earliest desire to cultivate with me the relations of peace 
and amity. 

‘Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

‘“‘The Estimates for the present year wili be laid before you. 

‘*They have been framed upon principles of strict economy 3 but it is to me 
matter of the deepest regret that the state of the country has not allowed me. to 
dispense with those additions to our military force which I announced at the 
commencement of the last Session of Parliament.’’ 
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We must wait a few days before we can make any observations on 
the “strict economy” of the estimates for the year. As the present 
ix the commencement of a new reign, we sincerely hope that a new 
mode of proceeding will be the result in the affairs of the Government. 
The continuation of an increased and increasing standing army does 
not forbode well. 


‘The first object to which your attention will be directed is the provision 
to be made for the support of the Civil Government, and of the honour and 
dignity of the Crown. 


**] leave entirely at your disposal my interest in the Hereditary Reveriues ; 
and I cannot deny myself the gratification of declaring that so far from desiring 
any arrangement which might lead to the imposition of new burdens upon my 
People, or even might diminish, on my account, the amount of the Reductions 
incident to my accession to the Throne, I can have no wish, under circumstances 
like the present, that any addition whatever should be made to the Settlement 
adopted by Parliament in the Year 1816.’’ 


It is quite folly to talk of imposing new burdens upon the people; 
they cannot bear any more, and we doubt much whether an increased 
taxation, in any other shape than an ineome tax, would add a farthing 
to the revenue. Such a generous concession is ill-timed, and does not 
‘carry the appearance of a good disposition with it. There is much 
room: for retrenchment in every part of the Civil List. It has been 
discovered that the public have been robbed of near £400,000 by George 
the '[hird, in ‘addition to the enormous grants made to him by the 
Parliament during his réign. He has actually made away with’ this 
enormous sum, which is as foul a robbery as if he had sent a troop 
of soldiers to plunder a few of his rich subjects of it. 

**My Lords and Gentlemen, 

‘*Deeply as I regret that the machinations and designs of the Disaffected 
should have led, in some parts of the Country, to acts of open violence and insur- 
rection,;-I cannot but express my satisfaction at the promptitude with which 
thase ecermprs have been suppressed by the vigilance and activity of the Magis- 
trates, and by the zealous co-operation of all those of my Subjects whose exertions 
have been called forth to support the authority of the Laws.’’ 

The machinations and designs of the disaffected are too visible in 
the whole of this speech, Those are the men, who are disaffected to 
the interest and welfare of the country, who by their profligacy and 
extravagant expenditure have reduced the majority of the people to 
a state of distress and want, to a condition in which death becomes a 
blessing, That feeling which pervades the whole country cannot be 
reoted out by the vigilance of the magistracy, por the terror of a 
standing army; it will go on increasing unless means can be taken 
to furnish the sufferers with a sufficiency of food and raiment. When 
aman feels himself in the depth of distress and misery, and feels also 
that it does not arise from any negligence on, his part, he, as a matten 
of course, attempts to discover the true cause of his distress; by 
enquiry he finds it to result from the excessive taxation, svhich this 
country is struggling under; he looks still further, and.exanines what 
is done with the enormous sums of money wrenched from a miserable 
people; here at once his indignation is excited, he sees the sums 
dissipated to support a profligate aristocracy, and to corrupt and 
bribe the whole channel of the legislature, and the sources of justice; 
he then feels an hostility towards those who,are at the helm of the 
afairs of the government, and fancies that nothing but their removal 
can relieve himself from want and wretchedness. 


“* The wisdom and firmness manifested by the late Parlianrent, and the due 
execution of the Laws, have greatly contributed to restore confidence throughout 
the kingdom ; and to discountenance those principles of sedition and irreligion 
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which had been disseminated with such malignant perseverance, and had poisoned 
the minds of the ignorant and unwary. 3 


**yJ rely upon the continued Support of Parliament in my determination to 
i by ail the. means entrusted te my hands, the Public Safety and Tran- 
quility.’* 


The ministers here make the royal automaton trumpet forth their 
own praises. Does not every day’s result give theelie to the assertion 
that the measures of the late Parliament have restored confidence 
throughout the country? At no one period since the peace have the 
people been go eager to co-operate with arms, and to restore by force 
what both reason and petition have applied for in vain. The same 
ebullition of feeling will continue until the object be effected. The 
Jate measures of the Parliament have, in some measure, lessened the 
number of pamphlets sold, in comparison to those sold in the fall of 
the last year, but the aggregate number sold at 6d is greater than 
that in the spring of the year 1817, after the Habeas Corpus Act had 
Deen suspended by 3 to 1, although they were then sold at 2d each. 


*'Neploring, as we all must, the distress which still unhappily prevails among 
many of the labouring classes of the community, and anxiously looking forward 
to its removal or mitigation, it is in the meantime our common duty effectually 
to protect the loyal, the peaceable, and the industrious against those practices 
of turbulence and intimidation by which the period of relief can only be deferred, 
and by which the pressure of the distress has been incalculably aggravated.’’ 

It is a mockery to talk of depioring the distress of the labouring 
classes of the community without making the slig'test effort to relieve 
them, but on the other hand proceeding studiously to aggravate those 
distresses by insult and ribaldry. It is generally understood’ that 
that arch-buffoon, Canning, has the drawing up of these speeches, and 
we are well aware that he has missed no opportunity to mock the 
mixeries of the nation. It appears, according to this disgraceful 
speech, that the royal definition: of loyalty is that those ‘who can 
obtain nothing to eat should betake themselves to the hedges and die 
nuietiy, without annoying the pimps and parasites of the court. 

“‘I trust that an awakened sense of the dangers which they have incurred, 
and of the arts which have been employed, to seduce them, will bring back by 
far the greater part of those who have been unhappily led astray, and will revive 
in them that spirit of loyalty, that due submission to the laws, and that attach- 
ment to the Constitution, which subsist unabated in the hearts of the great body 
of the people, and which under the blessing of divine providence have secured 
to the British nation the enjoyment of a larger share of! practical freedom, as’ 


well as of prosperity and happiness, than have fallen to the lot of any nation 
in the world.’’ 


It is impossible that anything can bring back the people of this 
country to a state of happiriess, unless the persons who are wallowing 
in luxury on the produce ‘of the taxes are prepared to throw up their 
ill-gotten gains, and to ‘take upon themselves some small share of the 
distresses of the country.’ Let them walk in the channel of misery— 

“partake of it—endeavour to alleviate the sufferings ‘of those who have 
long known nothing else, by a soothing attentidn' and kindness—let 
tiem resolve to partake of nothing but what is essential to the 
preservation of their own health, until the distresses of the labouring 
Sasses are removed, “they Will then find that a British people are 
not udturally disconterted, but that beyond all other people, who talk 
ef being free, they’ are’ patient in suffering to a fault. To talk of 
the ivreligion of the people; and to recommend them to hope for the 
blessing of divine providence, 'whilst those who put forth this complaint 

and advi¢e are the cause'of all that is evil in the country, is the 
height of impiety. It is a disguised blasphemy. The taxes must be 
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reduced, or the country involved in a civil war, an¢ let those beware 
who are managing the affairs of the nation how they urge the people 
to this last extremity. All the hangings and beheadings will avail 
nothing. They ave calculated more to enrage than to intimidate. 
Those who remain will take a lesson from those who are gone, and 
avoid an inevitahle @eath. without at first rendering the nation some 
benefit by their death... There are thousands in the country who are 
willing to sacrifice themselves, if. a sacrifice could forward the object 
nearest their hearts, that is, to rescue their families from want and 
misery. We speak feelingly, we have felt the distress, and the 
disposition to pursue any measures that were eavlculated to relieve it. 
from experience, we can tell these royal speech-makers that theit 
intention to rule by intimidation will have no other effect than te 
irritnte the sufferers, and to prepare them for desperate mneusures. 
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I proceed to an epitome of the whole subject matter in dispute; and 
if I cannot say what is God, I will attempt to say what man is. 

Man is one of an infinity of animals which matter in the course 
of its luotion has prodtced. From all we know or see at present, mun 
might be termed Nature’s masterpiece from his superiority to every 
other living thing which Nature exhibits in the orb we inhabit, whether 
animal or vegetable. 

Although I do not presume to say with the priest and bigot, that 
everything has been made for the use of man, yet I do say, that Nature 
has formed man with a power to adapt every other thing about him. 
to his use and pleasure, and to the gratification of those sensations: 
which he, in common with every other animal, possesses. 

In looking to his origin, man is the creature of chance, in confining: 
our view to his present identical existence, he is the creature of 
necessity. All his sensations arise from the peculiavity of his: 
orginisation, and those sensations, in their turn, control ‘all his actions; 
thus making him either in his individual or in his social character, 
the creature of necessity. He is either eompelled to aet upon his 
own vensations, as an individual, or the united sensations of others, 
us «a social being, and in either case is equally the creature of 
necessity. 

flis actions are more various and variable than those of any other: 
creature, which can only be aqcounted for by saying, that such is the 
perfection and peculiarity of his organisation, that he is impelled 
vr uecessitated to other and differeat actions from his fellow animals. 
Yet, superior as is his organisation, it is not less mortal, or less Hable 
to deewy and annihilation, than the most inferior, or that of the: 
Weunest aninul or vegetable. 

As a chemical apparatus, or machine for extending the varieties 
of utter, or as a miniature of the great chemical operations of 
mutter. Man excels all other animals in his capacity to retine the 
particles of matter which pass through and reform his body; and 
this capacity arises from that same peculiarity of organisation which. 
emiles him to utter a greater variety of sounds than any other 
anlinal can utter, to form them inte a linguage which is reciprocally 
intelligible to bis followers of the same species, which language is 
Capable of un infinite extension, and which generates what we calli 
teusons, or ideas, ov opinions; which, by a free and uninterrupted 
clashing are still more refined, until they produce universal truths, 
of such ideas, ete, in which every Immun being, who is capable of 
compussion and examination, consentaneously coincides. :A refinement 
vf human ideas I take to be nothing mere than a refinement of matter 
in its Huid or gaseous state. Here is the sole ground of the superiority 
oF inan over other animals. 

Wf Man has suflicient power and cunning te use or abuse 
every other animal, the mass of Mankind have ever been 
Subject to a similar use and abuse by a few of their 
move cunning fellows. If the elephant, the camel, the horse, 
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the ox, and the dog, have been trained to do the work and 
pleasure, and to act the part of the slaves of Man—Man himself has 
also ever been subject to his degrees of slavery, and generally a slavery 
more degrading than that to which he has subjected the beasts of 
‘the field or his domestic animals. If the beast of burden has been 
forced to toil without being allowed to eat from the produce of his 
Jabour, Man himself has, in his turn, beén continually subject to some 
robber, priest, or chieftain, or both, who have claimed the right to 
live in splendid idleness upon the fruits of his labour. 

The priest has demanded his share for the service, the pleasure, 
and the conciliation of his idol God; the chieftain pleads his right 
divine to rule, appeals to the priest for the sacredness of his character. 
and the genuineness of his appointment, and enforce conviction to 
his argument, or rather submission to his divine right and authority, 
by a final appeal to the sword of those armed, and idle, unproductive 
slaves whom he calls soldiers, The one fabricates a Gud, the other 
pleads his authority from him; and thus, by dint of double terror, the 
abject labouring slave finds as small a portion of the produce of his 
labour left for his own use, as he, in his turn, allowg his horse, his 
ass, or his dog. 

Thus, by this perverted state, the productive labourer, who is by 
far the most important member of society, is engulfed in the, very 
bottom and lowest sphere, and a slave to the passions of the idle, 
the worthless, and the unproductive. It should not be so. Man, take 
advice, and extricate thyseli from this state. 

The Priest, the better to strengthen his hold on the mind of man, 
has invented other worlds, and. other places of future existence, 
where he promises the most delightful sensations, throughout an 
eternal life, are to be enjoyed by those human beings who believe 
and obey his dictates; and the most excruciating endless tortures 
are to be suffered by those who dissent from anc reject them, Man! 
Man believe no such thing; it is all false, all a baye lying, all bugbear, 
wherewith to frighten them into slavery. .There is no other place of 
existence for living animal and vegetable beings than on the surfaces, 
or in the liquid or atmospheric spheres of the orbs we see rolling in 
the wide and boundless expanse of space. 

Make those Priests produce their. commission by which they are 
authorised to preach and teach such things. Make them explain to 
you from whence they derive their knowledge, and upon what principle 
they assume an endowment of superior knowledge to yourselves. 
Strip them of their pretended holy books—their grave and hypocritical 
countenances—and singular vestments, and then enquire of them in 
what their superiority to other men consists. You will then find their 
yeyelations, their mysteries, and their pretended divinities, to be a 
‘mere trick wherewith they are enabled to live in splendid idleness 
by your labours and delusion; and that the deprivation to you of that 
large portion of the produce of your labour, which supports them, 
las the effect of sinking and degrading you in the same proportion 
as it raises and advances them in an imaginary superiority over you. 

Hold fast the produce of your own labour, and you will find that 
those Priests cannot exist upon the strength of their divinity--you 
will find them more degraded and contemptible than you yourselves 
mow are us their slayes. Your labour is the property on which they 
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flourish, whilst you pine for want of the necessaries of life. Try 
~what their Gods can do for them without your labour and assistance. 
and you will want no other conviction that they are impostors. Try 
you whether the ravens will feed them, or whether angels will bring 
them messes of potage, nowaday. Test the truth or falsehood of 
their doctrines upon this principle, and you will find that their Gods 
amstead of being omnipotent and omniscient, are as powerless anil 
ignorant as they would tell you were the Gods of the Pagans. The 
Priests of the Pagan, Jewish, Christian, or Mahometan mythologies. 
all act upon the same principle, from the same motive, and to the 
same end—to live in Iuxury and idleness upon the labour of their 
ignorant, deluded, and enslaved fellow men. All their Gods are 
nonentities—mere creatures of the human imagination—having no 
foundation in Nature; and such is that. phantom which they call the 
soul of man. 


This is the answer which TI give to all De Gregory’s arguments about 
the Resurrection, and Eternal Existence of the Body or the Soul of 
Man. I: conclude by saying, that all which the Priests, or their 
supporters, teach about Heaven or Hell, or their inhabitants, or about 
the immortality of Man is fiction, and founded in falsehood.’ It is 
4 villainous imposture upon the industrious productive  classes..of 
society. 
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By exploring the operations of Nature, we have a light on its general’ 
purposes and effects: and this, I insist, is the ‘only mode by which 
Deity can be or has been revealed to mankind; all other pretensions, 
of God haying spoken in the form of a man, or as man speaketh, 
or of having inspired or stimulated men to speak certain things, are- 
false, and fabricated by impostors to delude their fellow mortals. 


If there were such a God as priests teach, might it not be expected 
that he would exist without that potent adversary, the Devil, which 
hig idolisers have set up against him, to account for the existence of 
vice, immorality, and moral eyil among them? Is it not an impeachment 
of the moral attributes of a power, designated as omnipotent, 
omnipresent, and omniscient, to say: that there exists, even among his 
greatest idolisers, a very great degree of vice, immorality, and morak 
evil? Yet such is the dilemma into which these idolators place botit 
themselves and their omnipotent idol! That idol is either not 
omnipotent, or he must have created his adversary, the Devil, with an 
equal power to thwart and counteract all his intentions and soverign 
will! Enough of such nonsense! Let those enjoy their Gods and their 
Devils that like them; I can live happy and comfortable without them 
and die without fearing them. f neither make the first the authors 
of good, nor the others of evil, but attribute poth to the animal 
passions, 

Jyery man who, as a writer, has supported the principles of Atheism, 
as taken no other ground of preference for those principles, than 
that they lead to the practice of ioral virtue more effectually than 
an any species of superstition, or idolatry, or what is called religious 
worship; he contends that the practice of moral yirtue is of itself 
a sufficient guide for mankind through life, and that every species 
of religious worship is unnecessary, because it does not lead the mind 
to the practice of moral virtue: he argues, that when a man has 
performed his duties to his fellow-ian, which must consist in the 
practice of qmoral virtue, he has no other duties to perform, or that 
are absolutely necessary; because. from our ignorance of Nature and 
her laws, all our observations and practices of religious forms and 
ceremonies can constitute nothing put idolatry; it may not be idolatry 
as gross as has been, or continues to be, practised by other sects, 
but it is not the less idolatry, as the object of that worship being 
totally out of all comprehension, und there being a total want of 
proof that there is such an object or being, it is not to be denied, 
that the whole thing is an idol, a Mere nonentity of the human 
he be that examines the 


imagination and invention, and whoever 
matter fairly, and with a mind free from bias and prejudice, he 


must come to the conclusion that all religious worship and ceremony 
is idolatry, and, consequently, that as idolatry claime no kin with 
truth, or rather, as trath disdains it, it has no connection with 
moral virtue, the first and last principle of which is truth, and which 
must stand as the antithesis of falsehood, delusion, and deceit. 
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Credulity and delusion bear a much nearer kin to ignorance, tt 
‘the mind of the man who refuses to believe what he ean? coin ers 
after the fullest examination of the object proposed for his tislief 

I am totally devoid of all fear about future punishment for th 
actions of this life, and not only fear, but of all doubt upon ae 
subject. I know that IT am but a part of the animal creation atte 
thet IT Hye and must die upon the same rule as every other animal 
does. I know that death is the annihilation of my being ‘and that 
when this body perishes and evaporates, I shall have lost el sense of 
former existence. I feel no longing for the paradises which ES and 
rogues have invented, because I know that such is not the end ay 
purpose of Nature. Ali this is palpably visible to my mind’s eye 
und I can, under this state of knowledge, meet death with ane. Sapene 
composure as I write this sentence, provided the extinction of life 
should occur without the body being exposed to much pain Ti also 
know that a virtuous course of life produces solid happiness ae e 
vicious course nothing but misery. ; ae 


My wind is regulated by a principle as fixed and certain as Nature 
itself; the Christian can have no fixed principles in his mind: ne is 
the renl sceptic; I know no scepticism; his mind is in a darn aes state 
of yacillation between hope and fear, doubt and despair upon oe 
noint relating to life and death; whilst on these points my mind is 
unalterably, cheerfully and comfortably fixed; so as to leave me me 
painful sensations, no doubts, no fear, no despair. I fear no gods: 
| fear no devils; I fear no ghosts or evil spirits; I fear no sade 
ot sorcerers; because I know that all these things have no existence 
Hur in the human brain, the ideas of which have been otieianted 
promgated, and fed by the imposture of priests. I believe in AGN 
supernattral; and this belief leaves my mind in a state of perfect 
eontent and happiness. What principles in the Christian Creed can 
Ee ae to impart a certain and substantial happiness eqanl 4 this 
“7 Inmne? 


Thomas Paine even retnined many of the superstitions notions 
which had imbued his mind in his youth; such ag man tenae 2 a soul 
which would live distinet from, and after the death of the pody ho all 
eternity; by which he must also have retained the notion of a I ranndnee 
und other places of rewards and punishments. He was one of hose 
who thought that some species of religion, or some religious pretences 
wane necessary. J decry the whole thing as totally unnecessary ; hae 
whilst all ideas of a Deity remain metaphysical, it can lead ‘to nothing 
hut diseord and hypocrisy. I dissent from every species of Deism 
thar Sats up a supernatural power. I say, that we are not justified 
un helieving or imagining any sueh power, until we have left nothing 
i Nature unexplored, and then I am of opinion it will not be Ssreenttet 


Man has the means within his reach of dispersing everything which 
seL ees niysterious, if he wilt but turn his attention to Nature Art, 
und Science, and not allow his credence to be carried beyond whet 
is visible or supported by analagous scientific experiments Priests 
and the supporters of superstition, have, in all countries, and im aH 
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ages, preached up a God or Gods, the revelation of their will, and 
the doctrine of mysteries, to their own peculiar advantage, and the 
misery of the mass of mankind. 

The whole of religion has been one uniform curse to the human. 
race, because it has drawn them out of Nature’s path, and hath set 
up fictitious powers to alarm them; whilst the better to bamboozle 
and to deter them from enquity the garb of mystery and terror has 
been thrown over it. Nature proclaims aloud and to every human 
peing: ‘(In me there is neither mystery nor terror; by me you live 
and have your being; and from me alone ;can you discover the cause, 
the effect, the object, and the end of your existence; I possess no secrets 
beyond your reach; and that which now appears in me secret to you, 
is the consequence of your aberrations from me in search of nonentities- 
and fictions. Return, examine, and know, that I hold in sovereign 
eentempt your worship of idol gods, and fictitious powers and 
mysteries; that I receive no injury from your desertion of the path: 
in which I have placed you, but that such desertion makes you exchange 
nu life of happiness for a life of doubt, distraction, misery, and torment > 
and that you yourselves counteract the purpose of your own existence. 
Although you are but the beings of a moment, during that moment, 
my calls upon you to be happy and eontented are incessant! Hear, 
_ ye future generations of the human race, superior by your powers of 
speech to all other animals, hear and know, that I have no superior, 
and that any mortal being who fancies any superior power to mine 
ig in error. I am the Great Whole which your powers of vision 
partially behold and your mental powers conceive, and hesides me 
there is no reality. Come then, return, and no longer suffer your 
mental aberrations to keep you from my path, and from my laws,. 
during the short time of your existence ; for Death, my minister, will 
most assuredly bring you back; and those who wander farthest from. 
me are, by my laws, the soonest overtaken by this all-restoring agent.’” 


No God has ever spoken, no God has ever willed, unless we are 
prepared to deify certain human beings. The laws of God, or words. 
so called, are a fiction, which are nothing more than the offspring of 
some human brain; in fact, the common acceptation of the word God. 
is nothing more, for no rational idea can be attached to it. This is- 
the common ‘error upon which all superstition has been founded, and 
to destroy it ‘effectually it is necessary to strike at this root, and 
shew the lovers of truth that all descriptions of God being this, that, 
ov the other: thing, are fabulous and delusive. No name can be of 
any weight in support of superstition, because in superstition there is 
nothing demonstrable; all is fiction and conjecture. Some men who: 
have been justly termed philosophers in other respects, have either 
passed through life without suspecting the common error of supersti-- 
tion, or have supported it as a matter of ‘interest, or as a matter of 
fear, or from an ill-founded notion that it was necessary aS a matter 
of state policy. As the thing has no ‘sttible foundation, no name can 


add to its credibility or relation to truth. 


It is abominable that a man ‘of stience' should talk about higher and’ 
lower spheres! From what point ‘does he measure?’ Or if he makes 
the globe we inhabit his point of ascent or descent, he must know that 
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the motion of the earth defeats his object! We speak of as y sky 
by day, and a starry sky by night, as if they were in the Ge ae Z 
but the one is directly the reverse of the other, if aie sty ya 
point of measurement. That which we call higher by day; aa c i 
eee. pee the whole thing is an illusion, -and the man of nee 
s = @ (1 i : x le 
fe ayoid the use of words which represent no certain and definable 


The word omnpiscience is a mere phantom of the mind. If we w, 
to say; intelligence or intellect is a consequent of quran ee aa 
in the highest scale of which stands man, we should speak frott Sane 
Here we have something tangible; here our ideas can be exercised : 
but when we Say, “there are innumerable forms of iinraibeesree hein 
man and omniscience,”’ we create phantoms which have no existence 
but in our brain; we know of no intelligent forms superior oemen 
we know nothing of omniscience; it is merely a word of sound: fe : 
the present state of science is sufficient to convince us that neces ae 
be no bounds to human knowledge. Intelligence is an infinite term, 
and has no limit. It is within the power of every man to make ; 
addition to his present knowledge.. The more we know the : 1 ae 
ave the depths of knowledge which present themselves to ee e = 
und he that has the least knowledge, feels the least necessity Bie 
and a sort of content in his ignorance. Improvement is the reeirere! 
of life. and it is a delightful reflection to the philosopher seal ne 
Philanthropist to think that however extended be his life, there on 
he always something for him to discover, and that he infant meee cease 
to make himself useful if he has the will and the Danae to be achive 
Onmniscience is a word quite unbecoming the philosopher’s use; I am 
sensible that I have used the word before now from a thoughtless 
habit, and in imitation of error, but I renounce it from this time as . 
remnunt of superstition, and nearly the last that remains ee my aie 


4 isa profanation of the word Nature to connect it with the word 
real or Ne A - : 7 a 

ES ieion. Nature disclaims the connection, and pronounces religion, or 
worship, to be unnatural and unnecessary. Sir 


> A can x peine, such as the common acceptation of the word 
Bod) linplies, control matter and space, when the last ig evidently 
ae and the former, as far as our ideas can extend, claims to be: 
x pume, and im some measure constitute each other, although different 
peeecs for idea and distinction, as matter in a solid ane matter in: 
‘ a state? Can there be an infinite within an infinite? Or in 
Pet cee can there be two infinites? Could matter ever have: 
ea cad ean the human idea conceive an object that, is not 
Be or : ae ee Ox rather that does not constitute matter? These 
ee Get the Inind at once into materialism, and the man who. 
ee. aM thing to matter and motion stands on the rock of. Nature. 
ened Soe all other argument might beat in vain—he cannot be 
Worn. or removed by any means, It is on this roek that I shall 
ately take my stand, after I have applied the besom to the dust 
a Weeds which obscure the path to, it., . 
Ae ties ip that Being , which must have existed for ever? What is: 
cessary something? It is not your Jupiter, nor your speaking,. 
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«changing, and repenting Jehovah. It is not your dying God Jesus; 
nor the other branch of your Trinity. What then is it? ‘urn back 
to the questions, the neknowledged difficult questions, and there you 
will have it; there you will find that necessary something; that eternal 
Being is nothing more than matter, ever varying, indestructible 
matter, which in itself is both Nature and Nature’s magazine of 
endless varteties. Reason which way you will, Doctor, you come to 
no other conclusion that claims to be an irrefragable truth. It is upon 
-this ground that 1 say there can be no such thing as a natural religion. 
Religion is of human invention, and one of those tricks by which the 
‘idle few eat up the product of the labour of the industrious mpany. 

Your heaven is altogether a place of fancy and imagination; it 
las no reality, and such is Hell. Your assertion that a thing is as 
sure as that God is in Heaven can form no renl voucher for truth, 
because you can show no proof of the alternative. You would not add 
to a lie were you to attempt to support it as a truth by a similar 
assertion or comparison, ‘hose who swore by Jupiter, by Hercules, 
‘by Mats, by Appolo, swore under ideas exactly similar: to yours. Your 
religious ideas ave put a relic of pure Paganism. You neither know 
por feel anything of the God ot Nature. You discard it from your 
‘minds under the denomination of earthly, and say that vou seek after 
heavenly things-—mere fanciful things which have no existence, which 
‘ave nothing more than pleasing fictions and illusive delusions where 
they are felt beyond the bosom of hypocrisy and imposture. 

We must test everything by our natural feelings, or that which 
sve call Nature. Nature must be the touchstone for getting rid of 
cervor, and eliciting Truth. Every principle but that which is founded 
‘in Nature is maudlin and mischievous. A publication or display of 
natural truths can injure none but the perverters of Nature and Truth, 


ye such whose trade and gain is the support of falsehood and imposture. 
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WHAT IS LOVE ? 


‘The first person entitled to answer this is the languishing maid 
een ae ae say that “lieve is a delightful sacgiiny tit aa 
y be fully felt by maids of her years;” if 5 
unrequited love, she will deny its Sua i are puree es 
Children, she will say, cannot love; because she never felt vie 
sensation when a child; older women cannot love, because the 3 
not so giddy as herself. She can tell you of anaes who aes te 
do not love; but though she feels and thinks a hundred ania re 
eanmot tell you what love is. If she attempts to describe i, aa vat 
find that ‘she means nothing more than the love of the comy nies se 
particular Inale person. If she enjoys that person’s Senate = % 
sensations are greatly excited; she loves, she avenas his eee ee : 
e ihe set aside the rule of social life to keep him see ae 
when he goes, is like a farewell; every i ra i i #8 can 
age. He returns and her sensations SNS angi olsen ee a it 
he Ee Leieiiae if he have the ari of pleasing, his very eae s 
um indeseribable, yet pleasing part of the torture; put not - nee 
him at an appointed time is the very aem ‘ ace 
promise and deceive, if he forsake, if he ae a fete fee a hig 
female, then love, like another bile or gastric juice, mus He i 
own body, injures, and sometimes destroys it. Still he eaten isd - 
not what love is; she has desired her lover’s company and sos 
enjoyed it; but that only added fuel to the fire—it ihn. not, fe ni 
tnoment, abated hér passion. She hag received him wena idhlly, oe i 
still there has been an unappeidsed sensation. They. have nat dy 
have parted; she had sighed for him, she has smiled upon inka aie 
las mourned his absence, and enjoyed his presence; but still snemceeies 
temained ungratified. She knows not what it can ines it is erieal lo a, 
and she, who is still ignorant of herself, an neinee were the 
ehuse of, nor apply the remedy to her disease. ris 
fhe young man, generally, is as ignorant as to “what is love” 
vs the young woman. The heart is personified and made the mediuni 
of this passion; but this like all personifications, is an erroneous 
result of ignorance, a supposititious cause, an effect of which Shouts 
felt. The passion of love lies deeper, its seat is the whol body; 
-eyery part administers to it. epee. 
aa the ees man be the wooer, he is the love-sick maid all over, 
ve 5 ie a is expected but the person wooed. Money must bere 
a ee RS SECON: we will, for the present, deal with nothing but 
ie ae ‘The custom of society encourages him to make hix 
a = oldly if he receives a no, he tries again and again, and 
4 ures himself of victory. If he were able to discriminate at the 
ae Se ERATE that the very condescension to utter no, is 
4 f ae irmative transposed, and he would be wise not to press the 
! onosy lable, but always to assume the affirmative, and to act u 
it With an appearance of prematureness. : StATh iu 
a aaa praca Ntaiye of society, love is a subject on which some 
oe ee talk and it is only necessary to see this, to act 
lout speaking, to answer for them, and to take for granted thar 
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the passion is reciprocal. Every healthy woman, after the age of 
puberty, feels the passion of love. It is a part of her health, and as- 
natural a consequence as hunger or thirst. Even very few unhealthy 
women are without the passion; their disorder, in nine cases out of 
ten, is caused either by the absence of the passion, or the want of 
its gratification when possessed. it 

It ig a barbarous custom that forbids the maid to make advances 
in love, or that confines these advances to the eye, the fingers, the 
gesture, the motion, the manner. It is equally absurd and ridiculous. 
Why should not the female state her passion to tle male, as well 
ag the male to the female? What impropriety can there be in it? 
What bad effect can it produce? Is it immodest? Why is it immodest? 
Is it not virtuous? Why is it not virtuous? It wouid be difficult to» 
find answers to these question. Equality and right to make advances 
in all the affairs of genuine love, are claimed for the female, The 

‘hypocrisy, the cruelty, that would stifle or disguise a passion, whether 
in the male or female, is wicked, and should be exposed, reprobated.,. 
and detested. Young woman, assume an- equality, plead’ your passion: 
when you feel it—plead it to those to whom it applies. 

Why should we not speak out freely on this, as well as any other 
subject? It is an affair of pleasure and happiness, and should be a 
matter of common conversation, as other simple pleasures are, every 
one of which, when reasonably indulged in, produces happiness. There: 
is not a single reason why it should be concealed, or even why it 
should excite distaste, when spoken of in a mixed company of males 
and females. The use of tobacco and snuff are filthy habits, habits 
offensive to those who do not use either—a prostitution of the mouth 
and nostrils, to a constantly irritating substance, and is similar to: 
the most disgusting prostitution that has been found among men or 
women, for it is a perpetually craved and voluntarily purchased 
prostitution. If love were a matter of common conversation, no other 
ideas would be-associated with it, no other observations would be 
made upon it than such ag now pass on the gratification of an appetite, 
such as hunger or thirst, the taking of a luxury, such as fruit, wine.. 
ete, “let us take our fill of love,” is one of the best exhortations in 
the Bible—one of the best ever made by a woman to her lover. 

If love were made a matter of sedate and philosophical conversation,. 
the pleasure arising from it would be greatly heightened, desire would 
never be tyrannically suppressed, and much misery and ill-health 
would be avoided, parents would explain its meaning; its uses, and. 
its abuses, to their children at the proper time; and all ignorance, 
and what is worse, all hypocrisy on the subject, which leads to so 
tmany disasters, would be abolished. 

We should ‘soon see a much finer race of human beings, a much more: 
chaste and virtuous race than we now see. Restraints operate 
precisely as they operate in cases of excessive taxation; they destroy 
the revenue sought, and produce the evils of a smuggled’ and more 
disastrous intercourse. Yes, women, you should: be more bold and 
more virtuous on this head, as a means of removing all seductions,. 
all violence, and all prostitution of your person as a. traffic, 

In an old maid, the passion of love, like an overflowing gall-bladder. 
for want of due absorption, tinges every otlier sensation with 
bitterness. In animation, us well as vegetation, ripeness is a point 
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of health to be gained an enjoyed; and, as the animal so far differs 
from the vegetable, as to be a self-renovating and self-preserving 
machine, to make ripeness wholesome it must be duly enjoyed, If 
the proper excretions be not prompted, ripeness is either never 
accomplished, or if accomplished hastens to decay. ‘They, therefore, 
who abstain from sexual intercourse, are generally useless for the 
purposes of civil life. They seldom possess either the common 
cheerfulness, or the gaiety of well-supported animal lHfe. 

The real old bachelors, as well as the old maids, belong to a sort of 
sub-animal class; for to be without the passion of love, or to prevent 
it, argues a sad mental defect. It is hoped that this development will 
do something towards lessening the number of old bachelors and old 
maids. ‘These apathetic, loveless folks, may now be stimulated with 
good grace, since a wholesome check upon an excess of offspring is 
now developed. Love is the most delightful of all our passions; so 
delightful, indeed, that not one evil that can be removed should be 
allowed to diminish it. It makes so great a part of human happiness, 
that it ought to be so purified as to exist free from all alloy. 

The matron is generally so well skilled in affairs of love, as to 
love philosophically, or rather, with a philosophica! countenance. It 
is from this gravity of countenance that the giddy and inexperienced 
maid fancies that love is confined to unmarried girls. ‘To love, and 
to be sedate, does not seem to her inexperience to be possible. But 
the real difference is between love gratified, and love not gratified. 
The question of what is love? is as difficult to be answered by the 
matron as by the maid; and as the former has ceased to know any 
fut gratified love, she is apt to frown upon and discountenance the 
ungratified love of the latter; instead of which, it is a mother’s duty 
fo explain to her daughter, or other female charge, the question of 
“what is love?’ There should exist no ignorance upon the subject 
after love is felt and can be enjoyed. } 

As for the peevish, exhausted old man, we can only say for him 
what Rochefoucauld said for old age—“<It is a tyrant that forbids 
the pleasures of youth, under the pain of death.” He has enjoyed 
juve, as he enjoyed life, without knowing what it meant, or whence 
ii came; and has, if he be religious, perhaps sought for spiritual 
phantoms to account for one as well as the other. He cannot answer 
Lie question—what is love? It bas not yet been philosophically 
answered. 

The philosopher in asking himself the question, “what is love?” 
solves it by asking another question, “ what is an animal?” or “ what 
is man?” 

Look at mankind; he finds them of two sexes—male and female; 
Yurying little as to external form, or internal character. He finds 
thai they possess the same passions, have the same desires, live by the 
Silve Means, and, with the difference of the female being the body 
(ualified to breed the species, he sees them in almost every respect 
wike. Our Saxon ancestors called the female womb—man, whence 
same the corruption of woman, a very proper, and the chief distinction 
hetween the male and female of the human species. 

There are some slight differences, such as the form of the bones of 
the pelvis, and the separation, or extension of the head of the femurs, 
6P thigh bones, which, while they facilitate the means of parturition, 
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_To prove that physical Jove is nothing more than this passion, it 
is sufficient to yefer to the period or age at which it comes on, and 
leaves us. We hear not of physical love in decaying age or infancy. 
and the attachments of habit, of kindness, of gratitude, or of human, 
social, individual, parental, filial, or domestic affection, have no 
connection with the passion of physical love. We talk of love of 
yirtue, of friendship, of heroism; of charity, of generosity; but this 
kind of love is wholly distinct from the passion of physical love. 
petween the male and female, and may be properly termed moral love. 
All men are apt to feel the passion of love for a beautiful woman: 
all women for a handsome, agreeable man; put this expresses nothing 
more than a desire to associate ourgelves with the most agreeable 
objects. The every day oceurrences of mankind explain this matter, 
and hence the intrigues connected with the passion of physical love. 
While violence in this case ought to be punished in the most deterring 
manner, all other legislation upon the subject, beyond the maintenance 
of offspring, may be fairly deprecated. In nine cases out of ten of 
adultery, on the part of the female, a justification both physical and 
moral might be traced. Neglect or physical incapacity for love on 
the part of the husband, are the almost invariable causes of adultery. 

This definition of love explains why married people are frequently 
unhappy; and sometimes hate each other soon after marriage, and 
pecome inconstant; it proves, and experience is wholly with it, that 
the marriage ties in this country are too many for the simple enjoyment 
of a passion that is not constant but occasional, that dies with every 
gratification, and should neither be forced ner shackled. Mutual 
desires should at every period of life constitute the practical part, 
er the gratification of love, which, if left quite free, would be more 
fickle in its attachment. Nature disdains an artificial tie, and the 
attempted shackles are. insults that generate enmity. There are those 
who live entirely for the gratification of their sensual passion. Others 
have moral passions or passions of the mind, which nearly or altogether 
divert them from the more gross or sensual passions; such a Map was 
Sir Isaac Newton; and such we may charitably suppose all those to 
be. who would check the amount of sexual intercourse - Imperfect 
themselves, they would have the passion of every other person subdued 
like theiv own. This is a great error in human judgment; and due 
aflowance should always be made for the actions and passions which 
differ from our own, provided they injwre none designedly- 

Let it not be understood that thig work advocates indiscriminate 
intercourse, such as exists among animals, and has in some measure 
existed among savage or uncivilised races of mankind. Where there 
is an equal number of males or females, each should be contented with 
oue of the other sex; but upon the principle contained in the following 
muxim :-—‘“ You shall have me to yourself, just as long es you treat 
me well and can really love me; ahen that feeling ceases, we had 
better part and seek new matches.” Equality between the sexes is 
the source of virtue. If there were two women to a man, a plurality 
ny wives would be prudent. If two men to a woman, a plurality of 
husbands would be prudent. None unmatched, that desire to be 
matched, is the maxim of morality. Nature has no criterion on the 
subject. All the eriteria that have existed have been artificial, or 
legislative, or the consequence of habit and powerful passion. 
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This essay on love cannot fail to be highly useful, if rightly studied. 
That which now passes under the name of love is but too generally 
a maudlin, sickly sentiment, founded on hypocrisy, and means nothing 
at bottom, but the gratification of a passion, which is felt but not 
understood, and which professes to be everything but that which it 
ig in reality. The right consideration in a matter of love is—Are our 
passions agreeable to each other? For a knowledge on this head, 
the Jewish mode of betrothing for a year, on trial, was admirable ; 
for searcely aught but a year can decide the fact. Love should be 
stripped of the disguise it has so long worn, and should never be seen 
put in its naked form. Then it would not disgust; then would its 
renewals be perpetual; then would seductions and adulteries cease; 
then would be the day of triumph to solid virtue and sound human 
happiness. 

It is to be hoped that no young lady will, after reading this essay, 
tisten to a word about love, without asking the aspirant—What is love? 
Tf he have not the courage nor the knowledge to state explicitly 
what love means, he is unworthy of her choice as a partner. It is 
the test for his sincerity. 

Who can think of a courtship for years, and allow that the parties 
‘have any knowledge of that of which they are in fancied pursuit ; 
it is impossible! There must be some defect in both. It must be 
‘aypocrisy which professes a passion which is not felt. Genuine love 
svill admit of no such delay. The excited single man gratifies himself 
nmong prostitutes. The unmarried chaste woman pines. This should 
mot be. Love must be gratified, or its victim wastes and dies. The 
‘young women who suffer from chlorosis, and what is called the green 
sickness, suffer from nothing but the disease of ungratified love. Our 
best physicians have acknowledged this; and Dr Cullen was wise and 
humane enough to recommend that such persons should indulge their 
passion of love. If this were the case we should have more beautiful 
‘women, more healthy children, and more of every kind of happiness. 
One of our principal London physicians, in conversation on female 
disorders, observed to a lady that “in nine cases out of ten of sickness, 
and in five cases out of six of death from consumption, among young 
women, the proximate cause was the want of sexual commerce.’ He 
added: “The present state of society will not admit of my saying 
this publicly; but such is the fact, and it would be well if it were 
more generally known.” 

Works are now publishing for instruction in the art of beauty. 
"These will be useful; but it may be taken as a certainty that the 
ground-work for the improvement of human beauty must be health 
and knowledge. Health, to give vigour to the body—knowledge, how 
to maintain it and how best to display it. To enjoy this health and 
this knowledge, we must first obtain a correct knowledge of the human 
body, and its relations to the animals, the vegetables, and the states 
of the atmosphere that surround it. Religion has been a great 
destroyer of beauty, has greatly deteriorated the healthy character 
and fine structure of the human body; it is a mental disease that 
turns love into a fancied sin, and commits dreadful ravages, in 
excluding due intercourse. Even where secret indulgence has been 
obtained, the dread of discovery bas sometimes caused equally 
distressing mental distraction. 
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‘Wemales secluded from male society, in the institutions of the Roman 
Catholics, have had recourse, even at the recommendation of their 
priests, to the most unnatural means of abating the passion of love, 
and a direful immoral hypocrisy has been the consequence. Facts 
could be stated that would make woman plush for her sex, man for 
his kind, and the religionist for the vicious influence of his religion. 
It was in these institutions that the means of preventing conception 
were first resorted to, and from this has sprung the knowledge of 
one of the most important social benefits. 

Then comes the consideration—what a dreadful thing it is that 
‘health and beauty cannot be encouraged and extended; that love 
cannot be enjoyed without conception, when conception is not desired, 
ayhen it is a positive injury to the parties themselves, and to society 
at large. This circumstance has been a great bar to health and 
eauty. See what a mass of evil arises from bastard children, from 
child-murder, from deserted children, from diseased children, and even 
where the parents are more industrious, and more virtuous, from a 
half-starved, naked, and badly housed family, from families crowded. 
into one room, for whose health a house and garden are essential. 
All these matters are a tax upon love, a perpetual tax upon human 
pleasure, upon health, a tax that turns peauty into shrivelled ugliness. 
@efaces the noble attitude of mind, and makes its condition worse 
than that of the cattle of the field. 

What is to be done to remedy this evil? There is something to be 
done; a Meany has been discovered, a simple means, criminal in the 
neglect, not in the use. The destruction of conception has ‘been. sought 
by acts of violence, by breaking with a knitting needle, or some similar 
instrument, through the mouth of the womb, the membranous yessel 
that contains the liquor amnia, essential to the sustenance of the 
fetus; by doses of poisonous herbs and drugs, such as the ergot of 
rye, savine, and violent purgatives, that injure, and sometimes destroy 
the body of the mother in her attempts to reach that of the fetus in 
her womb. ‘Lhe first is the safer of the two, but not «w safe means 
et destroying a conception. ‘There is danger, and the operation must 
be repugnant to the feelings of the female, who las any good. feelings 
cemaining. Wither case is dreadful, truly dreadful. Yet custom has 
wmude it a common matter, a little-thought-of-matter-of-course. Eyery 
village has its almost yearly cases of the kind. In this island hundreds 
“f infants are annually destroyed at or before birth; some cases are 
discovered, but multitudes pass undiscovered. We condemn and 
shudder at the infanticides of China and other countries; yet it is a 
yuestion if infanticide ever prevailed in any country’ to a greater 
extent than in our own. Here, then, as in every other case of disease. 
or evil, it is better to prevent than to cure, and here prevention is 
most simply practicable, @ means within the reach of all. 

The best and wisest of men labour with zeal to promulgate secretly 
pr vovertly a knowledge of this plan. Women are also secretly 
engaged in it, after having got over the prejudice of the old customs, 
by giving it a full consideration. It is alluded to in Mill’s “ Elements 
ef Political Economy.” And still more plainly in the article “Colonies” 
uj the supplement to the Encyclopedia Britannica, from the pen of 
the same gentleman. It is clearly alluded to in Peace’s “ IWustration 
ef the Principle of Population.” It has been broached somewhat 
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disguisedly in several newspapers, and preached in lectures to the 
working people by a most benevolent gentleman at Leeds; it has been 
cineulated by thousands of hand-bills through the populous districts of 
the north, and is the hinted inference, as the only remedy, for all. 
that is said in the House of Commons, or elsewhere, upon the subject 
of the unemployed, and badly-paid surplus population. 

The remedy for preventing conception ‘shocks the mind of a woman 
at the first thought; but prejudice seon flies, To weak and sickly 
females, to those to whom parturition is dangerous, and who never 
produce living or healthy children, it is a real blessing, as it is in 
all cases where children are not desired. It will become the bulwark. 
of love, the promoter of wisdom, of beauty, of health, and happiness. 
The remedy has been long known to x few in this country, and to the 
aristocracy in particular, who «re always in search of benefits which 
they can peculiarly hold and be distinct from the body of the labouring 
people. On the Continent of Europe it has Jong been yery generally 
practised. 

That great traveller and philosopher, the late Jehn Stewart, known 
as the Walking Stewart, stated it as his opinion that a time would 
come when intelligent women would not submit te the perils and 
pains of childbirth. He used to say: “Why shonld a man not see 
a woman with as little emotion as he sees his own sister?’ We say 
if he did a large proportion of the happiness of life would be 
extinguished. If Stewart meant that they should’ avoid sexual inter- 
course, his opinion was in this particular opposed to his nfore sound 
philosophical inductions, and he was certainly mistaken. ‘The desire. 
for this intercourse is a principle which must always ist, and will 
always seek to be gratified. Many (curious anecdotes exist upon the 
subject. Women, while smarting under the birth of the first, have 
declared that they would not havea second child; but it was all vain 
menace. They were pregnant again immediately when pregnancy 
might have been expected. Hiyen in eases where there can be no 
delivery but by the Czesarian operation, and where women have been 
told that a second delivery would prove fatal, the caution has been 
lost in the passion for intercourse. No reasoning; no eaution, no 
consequence will operate against it, Of one woman, the wife of a 
poor. labourer, a single anecdote of resolution is related. She would 
resist the importunities for menths after each birth, and even arm. 
herself with a knife to resist him, if he became violent; but all would 
not do; she could never defend herself throughout the year; she was 
generally the first. after a few months had elapsed, te propose an 
honourable capitulation. Then say, ye hypecritical. prudes, what is 
jove—if it be not the natural, the powerful and necessary propensity 
for intercourse? Nor blush at the fact; for it is evidently the cleanest, 


and aiost pleasant of all the exertions necessary to the well-being of 


the animal body. 
In Abyssinia, according to the authority of the traveller Bruce. 


affairs of love are carried on at entertainments as openly as the other 


parts of the festiv Were your Bible fairly transhkited, you would 
learn that it was also a custom among the Israelites; and that, in 
the affair of the idolatry of the Golden Calf, where the whole host 
of the people are said to sit down to eat and drink and to rise up to 
play, the rising up to play in. the Hebrew expresses an. affair of love. 
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One proof, this, that the Isrdelites were of African origin, and once: 
the neighbours of the Abyssinians. ‘Though it must be confessed that,. 
throughout Asia, however the women might have been secluded or 
otherwise enslaved, love has not been associated with such fantastical 
notions and tricks as in Europe, since the introduction of Christianity. 

It has been objected, that if the religious part of the ceremony of’ 
marriage were abolished, and all ecclesiastical control removed, there- 
would be promiscuous intercourse between the sexes, but this is an 
error, marriage amongst us is a system of degradation and slavery, 
und consequently of fraud and discomfort. The laws must so arrange 
matters that the children (of those who choose to have children) 
shall be provided for; and it seems but reasonable, since children 
cause expense, that it should be borne by those who produce them; 
but beyond this the law ought not to interfere. To this extent, there 
must be arrangements in all civilised societies, and the more 
completely this is effected with the least possible inconvenience in 
other respects, the nearer the law will approach perfection. The: 
present laws respecting marriage do more moral mischief to society 
than could be done by any other arrangements. which it is at alk 
probable would be made, were these laws wholly abolished. 

It has also been objected that if the physical means of preventing 
undesirable conception were to become general, debauchery, immorality, 
and misery would be inereased, and that society would be much more 
degraded than it is. But that is a fallacy easily exposed. Those 
who conclude that dissolute conduct would be increased are but ill- 
informed as to the actual amount of such conduct, and it is more 
than probable that if the facts were disclosed to them, as they are 
known to exist by the magistrates, overseers, and medical men, they 
would be astounded. Among the poorer labourers and mechanies, 
chastity is hardly known, and it has lately been given in evidence 
before Committees in the House of Commons, that no marriage has 
taken place over considerable spaces in various parts of the country,. 
until the girl was pregnant, and this, too, among the agricultural 
population. My Henry Drummond, banker at Charing Cross, a large: 
landowner in the county of Surrey, and a magistrate, gave the 
following evidence before a Committee of the House of Commons, on. 
labourers’ wages :—* Q.—What is the practice you allude to of forcing: 
marriages?” “AJ believe nothing is more erroneous than the 
assertion that the poor laws tend to imprudent marriages; J never 
knew an instance of a git being married until she was with child, nor 
ever knew of a marriage taking place through a caleulation of future 
support.” Mir Drummond’s statement was confirmed by other equally 
respectable witnesses. 

Something near akin to this is constantly going on in the 
manufacturing counties, the facts, respecting some of these plans, 
Would not be credited if stated. Neither the general prevalence of 
sexual commerce, nor the early age at which it commences. in those 
districts, would easily find credence if stated. These things, with the 
Present liws respecting marriage, and the redundant population, do- 
ull but infinite mischief to society. Both parties, but especially 
females, consider themselves degraded and act accordingly, that is, 
like people who have no character either to sustain or to gain. In 
the classes immediately above these. and even still higher in the scale 
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of society, how enormous is the number of women who, either openly 
or privately, degradingly prostitute themselves for money; how great 
is the number of women who indulge their desires without being 
suspected, and how can it be otherwise. Multitudes of men never 
marry, 2 still greater number refrain from marrying until they become 
eomparatively old; yet most such men are practised debauchees, and 
‘tthe mischief they do by the fraud and hypocrisy they produce is 
incalculable. This would not be so were the physical means, adopted 
to prevent conception. Girls would not then be seduced as they are 
now. Those women who choose to have lovers, would neither be 
<tegraded nor prutalised, nor made miserable in consequence thereof, 
as they are now, and more than they are in Sweden, and in some parts 
.of Germany, where the practice prevails. But the great good which 
would result from physical preventatives would be that alliances would 
be more early formed, and would be lasting. Girls would net then 
‘surrender themselves to the caprice, the injustice of men, nor pbacome 
victims of their cruelty as they do now. 

A girl would tell her lover that there was no longer any impediment 
to their submitting to the form, whatever it was, that society had 
established, and as she would be sure to make a match, she would 
take care to keep herself in that state which would induce the man 
who really loved her to conform to her wishes. The great obstacle to 
marriage under the present form is the fear of a large family and 
the poverty which results therefrom; this removed, marriage would 
be much more common. People would form alliances while young 
“and unpractised in deceit and hypocrisy, and would live virtuously 
and happily all their lives. We have evidence of this. In some of 
the New England states of North America divorces may be obtained 
.on very easy terms, and for many yarious causes, aS well as by 
consent of the parties, and yet divorces are rare indeed. In Prussia, 
also, the law is nearly the same as in North America; and here, also, 
the number of divorces and separations are small. It has been 
observed by more than one writer that the number of divorces and 
separations in Prussia is much less than in England, among equal 
numbers of people. In both these countries the morals of the people 
are, in respect to honesty and fair dealing, very superior to ours. 
The commerce of tle sexes is much more free in both these countries 
than it is among us, without producing the same evil consequences. 
_A woman in these countries, and particularly in Prussia, is not 
expelled society because she chooses to have a male friend, neither 
does it prevent her obtaining a husband, any more than it prevents a 
man who has a female friend, from obtaining a wife; neither is this 
freedom of intercourse and facility of divonce found to make women 
bad wives or men bad husbands. In fact, there is neither the same 
frivolity and incessant desire of change that there is among us, nor 
the same ill-usage of women by men, that we see every day and every 
hour of our lives most disgracefully practised. Whoever will take 
the trouble to examine these important questions will most assuredly 
be convinced that physical preventions of conception, if general, would 
put an end to ‘an immense quantity of debauchery and misery, of 
yice and crime, and greatly improve the condition of the whole pody 
of the people. 
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D The debauchery constantly going on among men and maid-servants 
ibetween servant girls and their young masters, and even their a 
masters, with servant women in inns, and hotels and ioaedipalnanees 
ecann ot be increased, but may be diminished; and at any Wis ori 
be divested of much of its grossness, and of nearly all its eyil 
Ge CUSEUu OMCs; by the general use of the physical check. It nee 
‘age be supposed that it is insinuated that all women are unchast 
ae one can doubt that there are more chaste married women in Gredi 
. te Helene any other part of the world; and that in every rank 
Seer nbers of unmarried females live chastely; but still the 
; er 0. women who are not chaste is exceedingly great. It i 
among the middling and better sort of tradesmen, and among gent : 
people generally, that chastity prevails the most. itil more natcicel oe 
among the females in those classes who have nore married oS 
posi a4 idea that the species of chastity which consists of a 
ee ae abstinence from sexual intercourse is a virtue, whatever 
je a Sea SE aor ah oe that the indulgence of choice 
. rd. astity, in ilos i 
sense, is the power of mind that. seals hating tae : prer 
commerce; that disposition of mind which gratifies itself acon ie 
honorable | principle of mutual equality, mutual desire, and ae ‘ 
pleasure, is unfairly and most unreasonably called unchaste; but me 
Bee oe other question, has its relations of connection ata 
rie coite Cat hoe not be broken from desire for 
ge. A not be practised. Successful conceal ; 
Should never be made the substitute of propriety. ‘Tr ae 
in the mind which e: i i is sati ie 
Wr sciiteg oc ate an pal itself, and is satisfied as to the purity 
The subject of love is greatly misunderstood, both in theory and i 
pnagakes, and much of existing human pain is the consequence of as 
ee cing It is no more associated with sin than any other 
aa of ees between individuals. It is a fact that can hardly 
have escaped the notice of anyone that women who have never had 
“sexual commerce begin to droop when about twenty-five years of ie 
ae they become pale and languid, that general mouitiags nisl 
ee us 84 Ge restless, nervous fidgetiness takes possession of 
Pe me se sorbing process goes on, their forms degenerate, their 
: Re aes and the peculiar characteristics of the old maid become 
Reena. ; a SEE of health succeeds which mukes their very 
ence a burthen to them, and in all cases produces melancholy 
Sensations in those who know whence the cause proceeds, ; 
The physical check, if once brought into general use satel renloy: 
we mass of evil; there would then be no such Dencnnee for hea 
aie would have a husband. Women, if we nee le allowed 
a would be in much greater demand, us every young 
hee. sues a itis and women would be infinitely more respected 
It is not possible to anticipat appiness likely to res 
the physical check when wet ee ae — 
Pere as ite ere notion current that to produce an unlimited 
eee Pane, is bene to society. A more erroneous notion 
ee ite 9 ed. It is only a benefit to children to be produced 
they can be made healthy and happy. It is only a benefit to 
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i i reservati eit OWIE 

rents when they can produce them with the aa oe undaest 
ania and bappiness. It is only a benefit to pay , i a erellen 
become conducive to the improvement of the ike i Oe chet 
pecome a burthen to pre-existing members ; ts ie ie eae 
ee ao purthen to their parents; an evil when they are 4 ) 
pecom: t 
Nee oe f E paul Pleasure” 
bee Aiea of animal being are states of pleasure ent Lae ne aa 
‘ame absence or abatement of wie er a re - TreR ee IEE 
a $ Jeasure are good. e@ gre ec “OF ua 
i ies ze oun and the duty of humanity, virtue, e case e 
Fetes is to lessen the amount of pain; and the pr 

aa ce 


i i tiv society. But in 
preventing painful conception is a positive good io 


his reconunes ion of e prevention of painfu. conception, in this 
his recom nda oy h Dh nt i, ; 


new es Nie et ee See acon of unhappy GUase Cod : 
Bs Nee ae Gait friends unhappy, but we al a iTS) a cmt 
pikes fete ities which, either sex has associated W Wy he Bee : 
unnatural pr Seis nnihilation of prostitution, and of venereal a is ae ’ 
DEI at as. a means equal to the eradication of Be : os 
BS oF ie vide noe universal disease, will become the yas ey 
SS ea aaa The unnatural ese a ie ae a 
ae Aas. K are many; they ar 
roe ene shal consist of selfexciements op Neate ; 
pene x i “usty, and other subs 
heey Se wiear Deni re aie in the male, ie ae 
Bee aC neeine excitement in the females by artificia 7 
a 


i a disease-producing practices: 
We desire to extinguish all these pad and eee end 


by natural and healthy Be eae pee incieh CE ray 
t voper commerce, instead be teal 

pei: ag: eee in use to subdue for Gn, Sear cys Aa 

ee fare “We encourage the reality and decry eet ne Fa’ 

ae former promotes health and happiness ; ae ie ae 

en and all that is degrading, painful, and disgras 

disease, a 

who practise it. 


e ethods of contra~- 
Carlile here devotes about 350 words to the discussion of m E 
ar 


necessar' 
tion. ‘These are of no consequence to the essay, and are 
ce 3 
Bae of date.—G.A.A. 


The theories of conception are ee 
much unknown to the modern pee ; RN as onthicd 
to Aristotle, Hippucrates, or Galen. Hither 
as Oe Be SS a eae ae ition It ix a question whether 

veri is al 4 n explane : ars 
sxperience ix not equal te i nae Li ena 
Riis uelihet are impregnated by precisely the ane | pee 
a senenation, and none of the theories of eonceptl: Ay Heat ne 
BoTe PORE res of twins, or three children asi am = De at 
fae ven the precise means by 1 a . pe eae cite ee 
i 3 . splained. ] ons 
‘omb is not well expla 2 : has 
is conveyed to the wom 5 re ae 
Pe norte knowledge of the process si etree ¥ 
thing but experience as to the means oT D: : Be 
“eare 3 to the discussion of precautions or 


The precise process is as 
nd physiologists, as it was 
ali research, 


Carlile again deyotes about 80 words 
control matters.—Ed. 


i mi ily suffering 
jhere is so much of mental misery and bodily suff (a 
ie preventing conceptions wher 


to be avoided 
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that all persons interested should make it a peculiar 


study and 
-observance. 


There is nothing unnatural in the cireumstances, further 
than it is unnatural to use precautions against any other natural 
evil, such as a fever, u storm, or a beast of prey. Healthy human 
beings so far differ from the generality of other animals that their 
‘desires and modes of living lead them to desire intercourse at all 
‘seusons; and where debility is not produced by excess, health is 
-confirmed by the stimulating and pleasant excitement. 

To destroy a conception is a 


fapital offence against the Jaws of 
the country. 


To aid or assist in destroying it is the same. A mother 
is not permitted to destroy her offspring, even while it be in the 
womb. The law protects the foetus, as it protects the born infant, 
and punishment follows when the act of destruction igs detected, 
‘Conception, therefore, should not be risked, with any view to subsequent 
destruction ; prevention is alike moral and legal, while destruction of 
‘the foetus is degrading, immoral, and illegal. 


The notions of indecency and immorality which unreasoning minds 
-attuch to all discussions about sexual commerce may be combatted by 
referring to the history of mankind, and by showing that through 
all the varied customs of different nations upon the subject, whatever 
Was the prevailing custom was always the moral right of the matter. 


We would encourage genuine love, wherever it can be made 
conducive to the happiness of elither sex. We would not call upon 
the females of this day to join in a procession, a Phallus at their 
head; nor upon Christian ladies to preserve the cross as the standard 
of their faith, since that cross is but the mathematical emblem of 
that Phallus, the male organs of generation, the emblem of the 
‘vivifying power of animal and vegetable matter; an emblem on which 
the deified principle of reason always was and always will be 
periodically crucified, have a temporary death, and rise to life again. 
While we would preserve the moral spirit of love, we would have it 
to be the only religion of the state, as it admits of no sectarianism. 
We would purify whatever in it is gross, and remove every gross 
idea from it, every idea that is not most refined, and alike wise and 
moral. 

It is the tact of those who are wedded to customs to treat as 
immoral all theories and all practices which are opposed to their 
notions, 

We who introduce new theories and new practices to revive old 
ones, Which we think should not have been put aside, would beg a 
truce with you, and ask you to examine before you condemn; to think, 
consider, deliberate well, before you decide; and where you cannot 
show the eontrary to give us credit for good motives. The men who 
have been instrumental in making the matter known in this country 
are all elderly men, fathers of families, of children grown up to be 
men and women, and men of first-rate moral characters, of first-rate 
learning, and some of the first politicians and philosophers that ever 
lived in this or any other country; men who are known, as aboye 
described, in almost every country of Europe and America, and who 
look upon this as the most important discovery that has yet been 


made among mankind—important in every relation of popular morals, 


popular politics, domestic happiness and social economy. 
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The great utility and importance of this measure may be summed. 


up under the following heads :— 


ist. That no married couple shall have more children than they wish. 


to have, and can maintain, 

2nd. hat no unhealthy woman shall bear children that cannot he 
reared, and which endanger her own life in the parturition;; that 
ineffectual pregnancy shall never be suffered. 

3rd, “That there he no iegitimate children, where they are not 
desired by the mother. 


4th and finally. That sexual commerce, where useful and desired... 


may be made a pleasure, independent of the dread of a conception. 
that blasts the prospects and happiness of the female. 


tf these reasons be not sufficient to satisfy the most fastidious 


mind, then the ignorance, the unfeeling ignorance under which the 


mind labours, is to be pitied. We are all apt to be shocked at having 


long-established notions controverted. We value such notions as parts. 
of our existence. We dislike the first examination of all controverting © 


doctrines. But it is consistent with the current character of the 
things about us that we are opposed to incessant change of habits 
und of doctrines; and all that is necessary to make use wise is that 
we freely examine every system, opinion, and thing that comes in 
our way, so as to interest or shock us. “ Prejudices,’ says Lequinio, 
an elegant French writer, in his work entitled Les Prejuges Detruits, 


“arise out of ignorance and want of reflection; these are the bases on 


which the system of despotism is erected ; ‘and it is the masterpiece 
of art in a tyrant to perpetuate the stupidity of a nation, in order 
to perpetuate its slavery and his own dominion.” 


Boulanger has said most truly, “Every man is proud of having 
discovered a new trut! ” We are proud of this discovery: All men 
and women will be proud of it. The prejudices of many may be 
offended by this book, put we trust to time, and assuredly good. 
intentions, to wear away both offence and prejudice. 

This book is not like one of those vile, mischievous, misleading, 
and fraudulent books, commonly on sale for the gratification of 
ignorantly diseased appetites; it is not like the lascivious books which 
are secretly, though extensively, sold by almost every pookseller. 
These books are printed solely for a corrupt, and eorrupting money-— 
getting purpose, and exhibit nothing put bad examples; while this 
pook, recommended to every woman, and most properly ealled “ Every 
Woman’s Book,” is a book of instruction on one of the most interesting. 
subjects, not only to the female, but to the male, to families and friends 
individually, and to society at large. 

It is a book of physical, philosophical, and moral instruction ; and 
not only deserves the appelation of “ Every Woman’s Book,” but that 
of a book for every human being at the age of puberty. 

It is put forth as a book that maintains the rudiments of one of 
those first principles by the adoption of which human society is to be 
improved. Wuman society has not yet a code of good morals, nor any 
sound physical principles laid down, by which the greatest happiness 
of the greatest number is to be accomplished. We put forth this book 


as containing a development of one of those first principles ; and we. 


78 


WHAT IS LOVE? 


make our appeal to posterity i 
posterity to decide on its i : 

Bese ppeal » de S$ merits and v: hi ? 
ae eae ae to whatever is delicate in human festa ee ere 
aoe be ¢ delieate towards that delicacy, and to ener 
bie eee i are! eee Se one of the neieheee 

s © in © principle of love; we here d re 
a i ; : e declare, that wi 

‘om the disposition that could offend that delicacy, and no econ 


was meant by this publication, th 
: 1e useful knowl : 
not be better stated otherwise han as it is poner sea 


THOMAS PAINE 
(1737-1809.) _ 


i the present editor. 
is essay has been abridged greatly by 
Pesed tarseoriae! Carlile's full record.—Ed.} 


i p ssary 

The present memoir is not published as a thing sass one 
a because it is usual an g , 

» what was much wanted; but ‘ aes 

a aeene: the influence of an author to eae Re ee = 

i is Li such an occasion, ¥ gt 

a brief account of his life. On ‘ Oe 3 Sass 

ms forth either the adulation of friends or (ne ee wa . fe 

Tales about what he was or what he os aoe We bee ae ee cx 

i y i throw lig 3 

é sidered only in so far as they feo 

oe wtility of his life: For when an author has passed the pe i 
z ¢ + 4 Yr 

nature, it behoves us to form our judgment of the man no’ en 

AES Bah prying into his personal habits, but from considering %! 

g pry 


nature of his public activity, and the writings he hag left pehind him. 


i irit or i "i part 

-Our business ‘is with the mind; with the spirit is ibe teeta. ai 

; i is work thought be calculate oY iat 

f the man, if bis work and ght : eke can 

eel We have nothing to do with the body and ae sei ee 

: i 5 ti are Jost im & 
which are mortal, private, and coma ae se Hants ie 
‘8 P rati matter. ils § 

-common mass of regenerating ma nap ae - 

are not justified in discussing his example to see if it Gia ae ° 

with the precept, unless it affects the welfare of the commit = " 

sueh a way that we are compelled to express an opinion. he 
impossible to judge, usually, without being unjust, or to cons! 


j ivi is wrong. 
without being scandalous. And so the judgment of the living Is W g 


3 Ww é SN a 3 @ stand or fal 
is vk and thought must stanc C 
3ué when 4 man 1s dead, his wo s Sen : 


by the test of reason and the knowledge OF te on Rett iom of 
‘ a roletarian republic; 2 

may be called that of the pro ; e ye ‘cia me 
its pigneers is submitted for consideration what every enquirer aft. 
truth yequires—an unyarnished or jpartial statement. 
in the county of Norfolk, in 


Some day it is 


i 7 , Thetford, 
"Thomas Paine was born at Thet: i ws Ge : 
Bneland, on the 29th of January, 1787. “He oes De canted 
rite a il til he was thirteen yea age, 
ns the town could afford him, un eRe 
j ‘4 taymaker, took him upo. S 
when his father, who was a 8 : i ie eee 
is twenti ear, he set out for London 
board. Before his twentieth year, ree Cael 
j z C London to the coast 0: ent. 
as a journeyman, and from 1 Spanien 
i val sire of a trip to sea, an e 2 gly 
pecame inflamed with the desire ‘ Pe en annie 
j ¥ riv' 'S t was prevailed upon by affect : 
served in two privateers, bu aid tea 
1 is fe « who had been bred a Quaker, to 1 
remonstrances of his father, who a ee eareer 
et j st up as a master staymaker 4 ; 
-the sea-faring life. He then se i an eee ae hae 
y < he was about twenty-three y : 
in the county of Kent, when E ena Pg irae 
st E rough distaste for this trade, ¢ I 
appeas that he had a thorousgt cK i Sakae 
eS lea the daughter of an exciseman, he soon began to Se: ae 
sion ite that office. Having qualified himself, he 800 so 
te sointed ; put from some unknewn case his ee ae 
Fe actell 2 year, He: then filled the office of an usher at a Shae 
ecole in the suburbs of London, and by hoe Dera a 
. i » attendance at certain 4 i u 
to study, and by his regular & ‘ aa 
Sed tetiatical Jectures in London, he became as proficient 
so 
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Sciences. From this moment his mind, which was correct and sound 
in its grasp of first principles, began to expand and here that lustre 
began to sparkle, which subsequently burst into a blaze, and gave 
light to the world. 


He again obtained an appointment in the Excise, and was stationed 
at Lewes in Sussex. Here he began his career as an author. His 
fame spread because of his poetical productions: The Death of Wolfe, 
a song; and a humorous narrative about The Three Justices and 
Farmer Short’s Dog. Consequently he was selected by the body of 
excisemen to draw up the Case of the Officers of the Excise in support 
of a petition they were about to present to parliament for an’ increase 
of salary. This work secured Paine an introduction to Oliver 
Goldsmith, with whom he continued on terms of intimacy during his 
stay in England. 


Paine was twice married, but obtained no children. The company 
of his first wife he enjoyed but a short time, and with his second wife 
he was ill matched, as they never cohabited, and before he left 
England they separated by mutual consent and by articles of agreement. 
To his friends he would say that he found sufficient cause for this 
curious incident, but he never divulged the particulars to any person, 
and when pressed to the point, would answer that it was nobody’s 
business but his own. i 


In the autumn of 1774, being again out of the Excise, he was 
introduced to Dr Franklin, then on an embassy to England respecting 
the dispute with the colonies. Franklin urged Paine to visit America 
and gave him letters of recommendation to several friends. Paine 
sailed immediately, and reached Philadelphia just before Christmas. 


In January he became acquainted with a bookseller named Aitkin, 
who started the Pennsylvania Magazine for the purpose of availing 
himself of Paine’s talents. 


Paine now took a leading part in the politics of the Colonies, and 
was the first to advise the Americans to assert their independence 
in his famous pamphlet Common Sense. This pamphlet appeared at 
the commencement of the year 1776, and the very day that the King 
of England’s speech reached the United States. In that speech the 
Americans were denounced as rebels and traitors, and the right of the 
Legisiature of England to bind the Colonies in all cases whatsoever, 
asserted. 


On the 4th of July, in the same year, the Independence of the United 
States was declared. Paine held no rank in the rebel army, but 
assisted its operations with his advice and presence as a private 
individual. He acted as a sort of literary and friendly aide-de-camp. 
to different generals. In particular, he mentions serving General 
Greene in this capacity. 

Whilst with the army he began, in December of the same year, to 
publish his papers entitled The Crisis. They bore the signature of 
“Common Sense,” and appeared every three or four months until the 
struggle was over. 

In 1777, Paine was appointed to fill the office of Seretary to the: 
Committee of the Congress for Foreign Affairs. He continued in this 
office two years, and resigned in consequence of his exposure of the- 
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speculation committed by Silas Deane, who had been sent to Europe 
as a Comuissioner from the United States. Paine published the 
particulars in the newspapers and availed himself of official documents. 
This was contrary to the etiquette of office and gave offence to some 
members of Congress. Silas Deane and his friends complained and 
threatened. Congress showed a disposition to censure Paine without 
giving him a hearing. He immediately protested against such a 
proceeding and went into retirement. Ue carried no pique with him 
nnd continued to serve the cause of American Independence with his 
pen as ardent as ever. These services were acknowledged by Congress 
nat the close of the war by a grant of three thousand dollars. He 
also obtained from the State of New York the confiscated estate of 
some traitor tory and royalist, situate in New Rochelle. This estate 
contained three hundred acres of highly cultivated land, and a large 
and substantial stone built house. The State of Pennsylvania presented 
him with £500 sterling. Virginia declined him a liberal grant by a 
majority of one vote on account of his pamphlet entitled Public Good. 


In 1781 Paine was despatched, in conjunction with Colonel Laurens, 
to France to raise a loan from that government. They succeeded in 
their object, and returned to America with twe million and a half of 
livres in silver, and stores to the united value of sixteen milliona of 
livres. Six millions were a present from France, and ten millions 
were borrowed from Holland en the seeurity of France. Paine also 
discovered full proof of the traitorous conduct of Silas Deane; and 
on his return to America justified his previous exposure. Deane was 
obliged to shelter himself in England from the punishment due to his 
<rimes. 

-aine considered that the cause of American Independence made 
him an author, He considered his previous work of too small import 
to entitle him to that deseription. He had no idea of writing for 
writing’s sake. He studied men and things in preference to books; 
thouget and compared as well as read; and measured the value of 
literature by its service to humanity. He believed in the idealism 
of usefulness. 

During the struggle for Independence, the Abbé Raynal wrote and 
published his Reflections on the struggle. Paine replied to his 
inis-statements in a striking letter, in which he drew the following 
picture of Prejudice: “ There is something exceedingly curious in the 
constitution and operation of prejudice. It has the singular ability 
of accommodating itself to all the possible varieties of the human 
mind. Some passions and vices are but thinly seattered among 
mankind, and find oaly here and there a fitness of receprion. But 
prejudice, like the spider, makes everywhere its home. it has neither 
taste nor clLoice of place, and all that it’ requires is room. There is 
seareely a situation except fire or water in which a spider will not 
live. So let the mind be as'naked us the walls of an empty and 
forsaken tenement, gloomy as a dungeon, or ornamented with the 
richest abilities of thinking, let it be hot or cold, dark or light, Jonely 
or uninhabited, still prejudice, if undisturbed, will fill it with cobwebs, 
and liye like the spider where there seems nothing to live on: If the 
one prepares. her food by poisoning it te her palate and her use, the 
other does the ‘same, and as several of our passions are strongly 
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characterised by the animal world, prejudice may be denominated 
the spider of the mind.” 


The end of the struggle for Independence permitted Paine to turn 
to his mechanical and philosophical studies. He was admitted a 
member of the American Philosophical Society, and‘ appointed Master 
of Arts by the University of Philadelphia. 


In 1786, Paine published his Dissertation an Government, the Affairs 
of the Bank, and Paper Afoney. This prunphlet was an attack on 
Cougress for withdrawing the charter of incorporation from the 
American Bank. This Bank was feunded during the most critical 
days of the struggle solely for the carrying on of the war with vigour, 
as a result of Paine’s determination. He proposed a voluntary 
contribution to recruit the army, and sent his proposal and five 
hundred dollars as a commencement, to his friend, McClenaghan. The 
proposal was instantly embraced, and such was the spirit by which 
it was followed that the Congress established the leading subscribers 
into a Bank Company, and gave them a charter. Paine denounced iim 
suppression as ingratitude dictated by party spleen. 


In 1787, Laine returned to Europe. He proceeded first to Paris where 
he exhibited a model of an iron bridge, which he presented to the 
Academy of Sciences. The famous iron bridge of one arch at 
Sunderland was the first result of tuis discovery. This bridge was 
east at the foundry of Mr Walker, at Rotherham in Yorkshire, where 
Paine made his first experiment on an extensive seale. The iron 
bridge has superseded the more tedious and expensive method 07 
building bridges with stone; but few people reflect that Thomas Paint 
was the first to suggest and recommend its adoption, He borrowed 
the idea from seeing a certain species of spider spinning its web. 


From Paris, Paine returned to England, after an absence of thirteen 
years, .to find his father dead and his mother in distress. We hastened 
to Thetford to relieve her, and settled a small weekly sum upon her 
to make her comfortable. He spent a few weeks in his native town, 
and wrote the pamphlet entitled Prospects on the Rubicon, ete. 


Paine uow retired to Rotherham for the purpose of trying his iron- 
bridge experiment on a large scale. He detailed the success of this 
experiment in his letter to Sir George Staunton. This letter was sent 
to the Society of Arts, in the Adelphi, and was about to be printed in 
their transaction; but the appearance of the First Part of the Rights 
of Man put a stop to its publication in that shape, and affords us a 
jesson that bigotvy and prejudice form a woeful bar to science and 
improvement. Jor the expense of this pridgé he had drawn consider- 
able sums from a Mr Whiteside, an Amevican merchant, and the 
security of his American property. This Mr Whiteside becoming a 
bankrupt, Paine was suddenly arrested by his assignees, but svon 
liberated by two other American merchants becoming his bail until 
he eould make arrangements for the necessary remittances front 
America, 

-aine. soon became acquainted with the leading political characters 
in England, such as Burke and Horne Tooke. ‘| Burke had been the 
opponent of ithe English Government during the American war and 
was admired as the advocate of constitutional freedom. Paine was 
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drawn into his company and corresponded with bim on the affairs of 
France. Richard Carlile saw an original letter of Burke’s to a friend. 
wherein the writer expresed the high gratification he felt at having 
dined at the Duke of Portland’s with Thomas Paine, the great political 
writer of the United States, and author of Common Sense. At this 
time Burke was in the employ of Pitt, who had found him venal. Ht 
had been agreed between them that Burke should receive a pension 
in a fictitious name, but outwardly continue his former character. 
the better to learn the dispositions of the leaders in the Opposition, 
as to the principles they might imbibe from the American Reyolution, 
and the approaching revolution in France. He collected, in this 
capacity important documents on the affairs of France from Paine, 
which he handed over to the minister. And Paine never realised the 
mistake he had made .in this man until Pitt saw the necessity of 
availing himself of Burke’s apostacy by getting him to make a violent 
attack upon the revolution in the House of Commons, which bade 
his former associates to beware of him. 


Whether the English ministers had formed a desire to corrupt 
Paine by inviting him to their tables is not known. It is certain that 
he was proof against such a design. Paine was superior to all monetary 
considerations, even in the nature of just reward, much less bribery. 
His American carter found him constantly speaking and writing in 
opposition to his own financial interest. He refused to sell the copy- 
right of the Second Part of the Rights of Man to Chapman, the printer, 
for £1000. And he never sought profit from his writings. When he 
found that the Rights of Man fad obtained a peculiar attraction, he 
gave up the copyright to whomsoever would print it. He contended 
that his writings were works of principle, intended to ameliorate the 
condition of mankind, and as soon as published they were common 
property to anyone that thought proper to circulate them. 


A further sign of Paine's independence was his refusal -to allow 
any man to make the least alteration or even correction in his writings. 
He carried this disposition so far as to refuse a friend the liberty to 
correct an avowed grammatical error. He would say that he only 
wished to be known as what he really was, without being decked with 
the plumes of another. Carlile admired and followed this part of 
Paine’s principles absolutely and held the act to be furtive and 
ieriminal where one man pruned, mangled and altered the writings of 
another. It was a forgery and tended to misrepresent. 


Paine joined issue with Burke in his Righis of Man. The First 
Part has not that methodical arrangement which is to be found in 
the Second. But an apology arises for this defect, and that is, that 
Paine had to tread the “ wilderness of rhapsodies” that Burke had 
prepared for him. Paine’s simplicity and directness of style saves 
the path from tediousness. 


Some difficulty was found in securing a publisher. But at last one 
was found in Jordan, late of 166 Fleet Street, and the First Part 
appeared on the 13th of March, 1791. The Government was paralysed 
at the rapid sale, and an attempt was made to buy it up. The agents 
of the Government set to work to ridicule it, and to all it a 
contemptible work. Whig and Tory politicians applauded our glorious 
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constitution as something superior to the assaults of such a book. 
But it passed unnoticed as to prosecution, nor did Burke venture a 
reply, though he was mean enough te advise a criminal process against 
its author. 


Tne Second Part appeared on the 16th of February in the following 
year. Its tremendous sale decided the Government to suppress it. 
Accordingly, in the month of May, the King issued his proclamation, 
and his Devil or Attorney-General his ex-officio information on the 
yery same day, against the work. This impeded its circulation. 

About this time, Paine wrote his Letter to_ the Addressers, and 
several letters to the chairmen of different county meetings at which 
those addressers were voted. 

Paine had intended to take his trial and defend the publication of 
the Rights of Jfan in person; but in the month of September, a 
deputation from the inhabitants of Calais waited upon him to say 
that they had elected him their deputy to the National Convention 
of France. This was an affair of more importance than supporting 
Rights of Man before a political judge and a packed jury, and, 
accordingly, he set off for France with the deputation; but not without 
being exposed to much insult at Dover, where the Government spies 
had apprised the Custom House officials of his arrival, and some of 
those spies were present to overhaul his papers. It was said that he 
had embarked but twenty minutes before a warrant came to Dover, 
from the Home Department,-to arrest him. Be this as it may, Paine 
had more important scenes allotted to him. On reaching the opposite 
shore, he was received with acclamation as “the author of the Rights 
of Man, the object of the English Proclamation,” and elected Deputy 
for Abbeyille, Beauvais, and Versailles as well as for the Department 
of Calais; but the electors of the last place having been. the first in 
their choice he preferred being their representative. 

On reaching Paris he addressed his famous letter to the English 
Attorney-General, which was cited at the trial held in his absence 
as evidence of his seditious intentions. The prosecution was obliged 
to content itself with outlawing Paine and burning him in effigy 
throughout the country. In country districts his name became a 
substitute for that of Guy Fuwkes. Many a faggot did Richard Carlile 
gather in his youth to burn old Tom Paine! 

Paine’s strenuous opposition to the execution of Louis XVI 
distinguished him as much as Marat’s bold advocacy of the King’s 
death marked out the People’s Friend on the other side of the question. 
These two men were the heroes of the Revolution. Paine was a 
Girondin, with all the virtue of those pure Republicans, and all their 
weaknesses in failing to exhibit a platform that secured justice to 
the producing but non-property-holding masses: But he wags the 
highest principled and clearest thinking member of his party. The 
manifesto issued by the Duke of Brunswick, in July, 1792, had roused 
such a spirit of hatred towards the Royal Family of France, and all 
other Royal Families, that nothing short of their utter destruction 
would appease the majority of the French nation. Paine willingly 
voted for the trial of Louis, as a necessary exposure of Court intrigue 
and corruption; but when ke found a disposition to destroy him at once, 
in preference to banishment, he exposed the safety of his own person 
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in his endeaveur to save.the life of Louis. The king’s friends and 
supportersS were afraid, in face of the public feeling, to vote to save 
the life of the man they were piedged to support. Marat voted for 
fils death as a public enemy. And Paine, boldly braving the clamour, 
yoted as distinctly and fearlessly for the King’s life. His object was 
to destroy the monarchy bui not the monarch. 


Louis fell under the guillotine, and Paine’s deprecation of that act, 
coupled with the general failure of the Girondin policy, brought down 
upon him the hatred of the Jacobin party. Paine was excluded from 
the Convention and then thrown into prison. He was confined in the 
Luxembourg for about eleven months, during which time he was seized 
with the most yiolent fever that rendered him insensible to all that 
wus passiug, and to which circumstance he attributes his escape from 
the guillotine. 


About this period he wrote his First and Second Parts of Age of 
Reason. The First Part was written before he went to the 
Luxembourg, as in his passage thither he deposited the manuscript 
with Joel Barlow. The Second Part he wrote during his confinement, 
and at 2 moment when he could not calculate on the preservation of 
his life for twenty-four hours—a circumstance which forms the best 
proof of his sincerity, and his conviction of the fallacy and imposture 
of all established religions. 


Pious folk who have persistently slandered Paine as a disturber of 
religious opinion, persist in their malicious enterprise because they 
do not understand the purpose of its publication. It was written in 
France expressly to stem the torrent of. French Atheism, and to 
establish the case for an Omnipotent Being. Its purpose was 
reactionary and bourgeois rather than radical and proletarian, That 
it was translated and reprinted in the English language, and served 
a more Radical purpose than he intended, was not his fault. it 
contained truth, and truth will not be confined to a nation nor to a 
continent. But it will tend to fail as a standard eriticism of supersti- 
tion precisely because it is not Atheistic. 


How little fanatical was Paine in his advocacy of anti-theological 
opinign appears in his Common Sense and other political writings, 
where he has recourse to Bible phrases and arguments to illustrate 
vowe of his positions. Had he published his Deistical opinions in these 
writings, ke would have risked defeating the very purpose for which 
he wrote. And so-he contented himself with hinting broadly that he 
had no superstition about him. He felt that it was the height of 
madness to urge religious dissension among the inhabitants of the 
United Statey during their hostile struggle for independence. Such 
was not the time to think about making converts to religious opinions. 
And so he even used the common hack term “Christian this” and 
“Christian that.” 

After the fall of Robespierre and his faction, and the arrival of 
Monroe from America, Paine was released from prison and again 
took his seat in the Convention. He wrote his Dissertations on the 
First Principles of Government, and presented it to the Convention, 
accompanied with a speech, declaring the defects of the existing 
constitution. 
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The vise of Bonaparte compelled Paine to enter into a retired life. 
He suw but little company and brooded over the misfortufies of the 
Republic. In this retirement he wrote two small pamphlets—Agrarian 
Justice Opposed to ‘Agrartan Law and Agrarian Monopoly, and the 
Decline and Fall of the English System of Finance. The first was a 
plan for ereating a fund in all societies, to give a certain sum of 
money to all young people about to enter into life, and to live by their 
own industry, and to make a provision for all old persons, or such as 
were past labour, so that their old age might be spent comfortably 
and serenely. The second work was written in 1796, the year betore 
the bank refused to pay its notes in gold. Paine foretold this event 
as one of the natural consequences of the funding system. Cobbett 
treated this pamphlet as a text-book for most of his treatises om 
The profits arising from its sale were devoted to the relief 
of prisoners confined in Newgate for debt. 


Paine lived on terms of closest intimacy with Washington up to the 
time that he quittéd America in 1787. They corresponded up to the 
time of Paine’s imprisonment under the Terror, But here a fatal 
breach took place, Washington was President of the United States 
at this time and John Adams Vice-President. The latter was a puerile 
character who hated Paine for his republicanism and entered into 
every form of intrigue with the British Government to establish 
monarchy throughout the world. He had no wish to save Paine from 
his imprisonment. And somehow he so guided Washington that the 
latter did not interfere. Whereas a word from Washington would 
have saved Paine from his imprisonment, since his only offence was 
that of havine been born in England, although he had been outlawed 
in that country for supporting France and the Republican ideal. This 
neglect drew from Paine, on his release, a virulent letter to Washington 
in which the latter was denounced for his apathy. In this document, 
Paine unsays all that he had written and spoken formerly in applause 


of Washington. , 

Paine found it impossible to de any good in France, and sighed 
for the shores of America. The English eruisers prevented his 
passing during the war, but immediately after the Peace of Amiens 
he embarked and reached his adopted country. Here le published 


yurious letters and essays on the state of affairs and carried on a 
paper war with the Federalists. He found himself hated on account 
of his theological writings, avd bitterly denounced and detested by 
the Washington and Adams party. He was exposed to much bodily 
disease and lingering pain, but as vigorous ‘ag ever mentally, He was 
considerably annoyed and harassed by the religious fanatics, who 
pestered Tim with their importunities, but were dismayed by his 
sarcastic and withering replies. In Baitimotie he was waylaid by a 
preacher of the New Jerusalem Sect, named Hargrove, who claimed 
to have found the key to Scripture-—lost above four thousand years! 
‘Then if must have been very rusty,” said Paine in dismissing the 
bore, In New York, whilst he was lodging with Jarvis, an old lady 
habited in # scarlet cloak, secured admission to his veom on the 
ground that she wanted to see him very .particularly, and’ insisted 
on waking him up from his sleep to tell him that God had sent her 
to call him to repentance! Paine ordered her away, and told her 
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that God, sent no such impertinent message, and that he would not 
entrust his messages to the care of such a stupid, ugly, old woman. 


And so right up to his death, at 9 o’clock on the morning of June 
Sth, 1809, he refused to have any of the Popish stuff about religion. 
Dr James R. Manley, who attended him in his last illness, and 
slandered him after his death, endeavoured to convert him, But 
’aine told him the day before his death that he had no wish to believe 
in Christianity. This was his last message. Previous to this, 
answering the question of his friends, Thomas Nixon and Captain 
Daniel Belton, he declared that he had no wish to change his religious 
opiniens. 


Over and above what might have been expected of him, he was 
much concerned about his place of burial. He requested permission 
to be interned in the Quakers’ Burial Ground, saying that they were 
the most moral and upright sect of Christians, But this was 
peremptorily refused to him and gave him much unreasonable 
uneasiness. »He then ordered his body to be interred on his own 
farpi, and a stone placed over it with the inscription : 


THOMAS PAINE 
Author of 
COMMON SENSE, 
Died June 8, 1809, aged 72 years and five months. 


Little did Paine think, when giving this instruction, that the “ Peter 
Porcupine” who had heaped so much abuse upon him, in the person 
ef Willian Cobbett. would so far renounce his former opinions and 
principles as to resent the indifference paid to Paine by the majority 
of the inhabitants of the United States, and actually remove his bones 
to England. 


<A) 
a5. 


APPENDIX 


{Sampson Perry’s record is included as an appendix,-because it seerns to complete 
Carlile’s picture of. Thomas Paine.—Ed.} 


SAMPSON PERRY’S ARGUS 


‘REGISTER OF OCCURRENCES, MISCELLANY, ETC., FOR 1796, 


OF THOMAS PAINE AND HIS IMPRISONMENT IN THE 
LUXEMBOURG. 


This studier of men, this reformer of Governments, was invited by 
the celebrity of his writings to sit in the National Convention of 
France. It was impossible that experience and talents like his should 


-not be found eminently serviceable to that nation in the establishing 
-of a constitution upon the rights of man. He was immediately 


nominated one of the committee for drawing up the outlines of a 


‘constitutional form of government to be laid before the legislature. 


Tn this occupation he. was the better able to demonstrate his fitness 
for the task, as two of his colleagues could speak English, for though 


‘Mr Paine could speak French, he is not capable of expressing his 
‘thoughts upon any science in that language. 


This inflexible Republican may seem to have been lost for some 
time past; that, however, is not the case, and he has never been so 
‘great as since he has been less held up to the view of the world. The 


“philosophic eye has at no time lost sight of him since he turned out 


the champion of his ‘oppressed fellow-creatures, but as if the regular 
governments had declared mention of his name a criminal irregularity, 


a dastardly silence has been observed by political writers for these 


three years past, with respect to him, or his pursuits. The situation 
into which France was plunged by the power and number of its 


enemies, after England had joined the coalition, prevented the calm 
~yolce of the philanthropic politician from being heard. In the reyolu- 


tionary storm when everyone in the republican bark was tempest 
tossed, it is no wonder that Paine himself could keep no reckoning. 
The horizon of France but little described that of America: all the 
elements were in confustion. He saw that a chaos would come again 


“before order could be established; that chaos, that horrific gloom, 


perhaps, contributed more than any cause to keep the malignant 
‘enemies of the Revolution at a distance; for, however much her 
vaunting foes might boast of marching to Paris, it is almost a 
certainty that they would have been sorry had any enchantment 
suddenly transported them there. Mr Paine was attached to Brissot; 
and it was not unnatural that he should have been, considering the 
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Jong acquaintance and intimate connection which had subsisted between 
them in America. Brissot cherished the ambitious wish of being the 
centre of the nation’s applause, as La Fayette had done before. They 
had both seen, admired, and envied Washington in America; they 
both hoped to be the Washington of France. A true republic has too 
many eminent men in it to ‘allow anyone to be pre-eminent. The 
French knew well that such a republic as the United States of America 
could not Iong stand in the very heart of Europe. Federalization 
would have ended in participation. With the sincerest respect, there- 
fore, for the talents, for the splendid talents of Mr Paine, it may be 
allowed that the answer made by the President of the Convention to 
the deputation of Americans, who so honourably interceded for his 
liberty, deserved respect. “Thomas Paine (said he) deserves the 
solicitude you so laudably shew, as Americans, in his behalf. He has 
notably contributed to the liberties of the quarter of the world, but 
he has not so happily seized the genius of revolution.” This is no 
impeachment of the understanding of Mr P.’s truly comprehensive 
mind, The variety of circumstances which concurred to increase the 
danger and magnify the difficulties of the French in hanging their 
Government would justify the assertion that a Solon, a Lycurgus, a 
Numa would have been useless in the French Revolution. None but 
the French could effect a French Revolution, and nothing but a 
detestable coalition of twenty-one nations against France could have 
‘driven her into those excesses which are so affectedly deplored by 
their guilty authors. Whatever might be Mr Paine’s claims to the 
esteem and hospitality of the country in which he was a friendly, an 
invited sojourner, the letter of the decree against foreigners reached 
him, for he was born in a country at war with France. It is true, 
America claimed him as one of her citizens, and would no doubt have 
resented a violence offered to him (after the death of a. man his 
virtues are properly appreciated); but this consideration weighed little 
with Robespierre, who dictated the law, or at least directed its 
application to Paine and Cloot. 

That same tyrant has been heard more than once to say: “ America 
has not clearly pronounced her opinion concerning the French Revolu- 
tion ;’ and it was owing to more considerate men than he that America 
and Switzerland were to be counted among the friends of France. 
When Paine was arrested it was pleasing to see so much respect paid 
to insulted greatness by the administrators who had to perform the 
disagreeable task. O Frenchmen! How little you are known! How 
much you are misrepresented! They accompanied him to the house 
of Joel Barlow, and others of his friends, and allowed him to take 
four hours in arranging his private affairs. He was conveyed to the 
Luxembourg prison, out of which so many distinguished characters 
were slaughtered, not at the desire of an offended nation, but at the 
dictum ofa revengeful tyrant. In this prison Mr Paine was seized 
with a malignant and nervous fever, which endured five weeks. At 
the crisis of this disorder the mandate for carrying a hundred and 
fifty prisoners to the revolutionary tribunal was put in force. Paine 
was delirious while the carts were loading with these victims, and he 
believes he owes his life to. that very fever which appeared so near 
to.take it away; for it seems his name was afterwards found in the 
proscription, list. 
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Mr Paine speaks gratefully of the kindness shown him by his fellow- 
prisoners of the same chamber, during his severe malady, and especially 
after the skilful and voluntary assistance lent him by General O’Hara’s: 
surgeon, confined in the Luxembourg. He relates an anecdote of 
himself which may not be unworthy of repeating. An arrest of the 
Committee of Public Welfare had given directions to the administrators 
of the police, to enter all the prisons with additional guard's and 
dispossess every prisoner of his knives, forks, and every other sharp- 
instrument; as also to take the money from them. This happened a. 
short time before Mr Paine’s illness, and as this ceremony was 
represented to him as an atrocious plunder in the dregs of the munici- 
pality, he determined to avert its effect as far as it concerned himself. 
He. had an English banknote of some value, and some guineas and 
gold coin in his pockets, and as he conceived the visitors would rifle 
them, ag well as bis trunks (though they did not do so by anyone) 
he took off the ldek from the door and hid the whole of what he had’ 
about him in its inside. He recovered his health—-he found his money,. 
but missed about three bundred of his associate prisoners, who had 
been sent in crowds to the murderous tribanal, while he had been 
insensible of their or his own danger. Mr Paine was released very 
soon after the fall of Robespierre, and was requested to resume his 
seat in the Convention, He accepted of the invitation to prove that 
he bore no resentment to France, or to the Assembly, because a tyrant 
had by art and hypocrisy assumed a despotic sway over the country 
to his'and to others oppression. His opinions in public and in private, 
since that period, have been valued and respected, they have not been 
given in vain. He has been the means of drawing closer the ties 
between America and France, and the Committees have at all times 
been eager to receive his ideas concerning the peace which must sooner 
or later take place under the revolutionary labours of that indefati- 
gable country. Mi Paine, as a tried friend to the liberty of mankind, 
may reasonably be supposed to take a hearty interest in an event 
which is to be made conducive to the obtainment and durability of 
that blessing. 
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EDITOR’S NOTES 
aCe 


LAWRENCE and GRAINGER 


My friend and comrade, Dr Charles Brook, of London, is publishing 
a work on Sir William Lawrence, under the title of Richard Garlile 
and the Surgeons. 


Lawrence's obituary in St Bartholomew’s Hospital reports, Vol. IV., 
1868, has the following reference to the edition of Lawrence’s famous 
Jectures published by Carlile :— 


‘‘and in 1819 he published ‘Lectures on Physiology, Zoology and 
the Natural History of Man.’ This last was the celebrated volume 
Lawrence was subsequently induced to suppress ; but in 1823 
Carlile, without the sanction or consent of the author, indeed in 
spite of anything he could do to restrain him, printed and published 
a volume entitled ‘Lectures on Comparative Anatomy, Physiology, 
Zoology, and the Natural History of Man,’ which included and was 
simply a copy of the two volumes mentioned above.’’ 


Dr Brook intends to deal very fully with the action that Lawrence 
brought against Carlile in 1823. Lawrence's lectures ought to be 
republished as a tribute to the memory of Carlile. 


As stated in my life of Carlile, the dissection of the body of Richard 
Carlile was conducted by Richard Grainger. 


With his brother Edward, Richard taught .at the Webb Street 
School before coming to St Thomas’s Hospital, when he was made 
lecturer in anatomy in July, 1842. In June, 1852, he became Dean, 
retiring from ill-health in 1860. On retirement he was given a testi- 
monial of £500, which he used to found the “ Grainger Testimonial 
Prize” for Anatomy. He was born in 1801 and died in 1865. He wrote 
Several books, one on the spinal cord, and there may have dealt with 
reflex action. Obituaries of him appeared in the Lancet and British 
Medical Journal for 1865. There is an account of bis life in Vol. 3 of 
the History of St Thomas's sospital, 


Carlile’s Grave 


On Saturday, September 19, 1942, Dr Brook paid a visit to Carlile’s: 
grave and discovered it was unmarked. He took the matter up with 
the cemetery authorities and received the following letter :— 


GENERAL CEMETERY COMPANY 


KENSAL GREEN CBMETERY AND CREMATORIUM.,. 
HARROW ROAD, KENSAL GREEN, 
LONDON, W.10. 
ist October, 1942. 


Dear Sir, 
Richard Carlile, Dee'd. 
Grave No. 8978 uv Kensat Graex Cr METERY. 


in reply to your letter of the 11th ult., I beg to inform. you that the 
above grave is situate in Square 75 on the road side, and is opposite 
the grave of Saran Lane, und is near Tom Hood's grave, 


There is no memorial of any kind on Carlile’s grave, bul @ flat 
wooden peg with the number of the grave on one side, and the name 
R. Carlile on the other side, that can be put in the plot. 


Yours fuithfully, 


(Signed) F. V. HOAR, 
Secretary and Registrar. 


Dr Brook has had the number and name placed on the grave. 
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‘PACIFIST PAMPHLETS by THE DUKE OF BEDFORD 
The Strickland Press hzs published several pamphlets denouncing the 
crime of war and horrors of the present financial system from the pen 
of the Duke of Bedford. A selection will be sent post free for 2s 6d. 
Special attention is directed to the pamphlets written by the Duke 
listed on this page. 

“THE WAY OUT.—Discusses the horror of war and violence, and urges 
that reason can find a way out agreeable to liberty, justice, democracy, 
and common-sense. The author states his way out and invites 
criticism and consideration to ease the agony of mankind and to speed 
the new social dawn. 24 pages. Price 2d. Post free, 3d. 

DIPLOMAGY AND. WAR GUILT.—A tribute to the vision and peace 
aims of the late EH. D. Morel, M.P. 16 pages. Price 2d. Post free, 3d. 

‘PARLIAMENT AND PEAGE.—An analysis of the Peace Debate in the 
House of Commong on the LL.P. Peace Amendment. 24 pages. 
Price 2d. Post free, 3d. 

“WHAT A GAME!—The most denounced and best selling pamphlet of 
our time. Favourably reviewed at length by ‘ Old Stager”’? in The 
Sphere, London, for Wth November, 1941, in a lengthy analytical 
essay. 32 pages. Price 3d. Post tree, 4d. 

WHERE THERE IS NO VISION.—8 pages, Beautiful paper. Post 
free, 2d. 

ARE SOCIALISTS RIGHT?—An examination of some criticisms of the 
Capitalist System and a discussion of the Money question. 20 pages. 
Price 2d. Post free, 3d. 

“WHY HAVE THIS WAR?—Urges four methods whereby war may be 
abolished, universal disarmament, and world peace established. Third 
edition. 32 pages. Price 3d. Post free, 4d. 

WHY BLUNDER ON? DUKE OF BEDFORD’S EMERGENCY 
PROGRAMME. First Steps towards Peace, Freedom, Happiness for 
all Mankind.— Introduction— Freedom — ‘The War — Diramament — 
Finance -— Foreign Policy — Coloured Peoples — Finance — Taxation, 
Revenue, and National Debt—Demobilisation—Parliament and 
Government Local Government—Industry and Agriculture—Publhic 
Hiealth—-Inventions and Discoveries—Education—Relation of Church 
and State—The Press. 48 pages. Price 6d. Post free, 8d. ; 

POVERTY AND OVER-TAXATION.—This exposition of Social Credit 
may be obtained direct. trom the author. Price 8d, post free. 
Address—The Duke of Bedford, ‘Cairnsmore, Newton Stewart, 

Wigtownshire, Scotland. 
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BAKUNIN 


ee Chapters. 3 Appendices. 
Bakunin in English. 


72 pages. Price 6d. 


The most complete popular “life” of 


Post free, 8d. 


RICHARD GARLILE, Agitator : 


; 28 Chapters. Epilogue. Appendices. 
Most complete tribute to Carlile 
Price 1s 6d. 


e 12 illustrations. 160 pages 
published at a popular price, a 


Post free, 1s 9d. 


THE DEVIL’S CHAPLAIN 


The Story of the Rev. Robert Taylor, M.A 
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Price 4d. 
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DOGMAS DISCARDED 
Author’s autobiography of Thought to 1908. Boy Preacher's Sermons 
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_ Well illustrated. The 2 parts 
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SOCIALISM AND PARLIAMENT 
By GUY A. ALDRED 


A complete exposure of parliamentary careerism, showing how 
parliamentarism liquidated the struggle for Socialism in two world wars. 
and a final debacle of militarism and dictatorship. Every student should 
buy, keep, andi study both these works. 


PART I. SOCIALISM OR PARLIAMENT.—38rd, Finally Revised 
Edition. Author's 36 years’ study of Parliamentary Socialism. 17 
Chapters and 9 Appendices. 84 pages small but clear print. Weill 
printed. A volume of history and politics necessary to every student 
and to every worker. One chapter exposes thoroughly ‘‘ Communist ”’ 
Parliamentarism. Factual. Simple. Logicat. Unanswerable- 
Edition limited owing to paper restrictions. (Order at once. 64, 
post free, 8d. 

PART II GOVERNMENT BY LABOUR.—2nd, Finally Revised 
Edition. 22 Chapters and 7 Appendices. 72 pages small but clear 
print. Complete history of Labour Governmentalism and the Labour 
Governments of 1924 and 1929. Same price as Part 1. 

Order both parts, post free, 1s 4d. Supply is limited owing to paper 
shortage and reprinting will be delayed. Buy and study. 
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And Other Studies in O1L, IMPERIALISM and WAR 
By the late Sir WALTER STRICKLAND, Bt., B.A. 
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war. A readable and romantic study in underworld politics. 
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